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2015 Protest: AMRA YouTube Video Part 1 

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Werntz, James; Kenknight, Jeff; Mugleston, Darin; Callaghan, Marc

		Cc

		Hughes, Clinton E -FS; Probert, Cheryl -FS

		Recipients

		Werntz.James@epa.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Mugleston.Darin@epa.gov; Callaghan.Marc@epa.gov; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; cprobert@fs.fed.us



FYI-


 


This 11:32 minute video documents Shannon Poe driving to ID and working a claim on the SF Clearwater; it does not contain any footage of USFS employees, Sherriff Giddings, etc.: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_9W8JrAHjU.  “Part 2” is advertised at the end but does not appear to be available yet (?).


 


A few more names are provided in this video.


 


 


Tracy DeGering


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402


e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744


 


For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit


 


 




2015 Protest: AMRA YouTube Video Part 1 

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Golart, Aaron

		Recipients

		Aaron.Golart@idwr.idaho.gov



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z_9W8JrAHjU


 


 


Tracy DeGering


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402


e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744


 


For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit
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8/16 AMRA radio show + 8/12 Idaho County Free Press article

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Werntz, James; Kenknight, Jeff; Lidgard, Michael; Mugleston, Darin; Callaghan, Marc; MacIntyre, Mark

		Cc

		Probert, Cheryl -FS; Hughes, Clinton E -FS; Kenney, Dan -FS

		Bcc

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW; Godsey, Cindi

		Recipients

		Werntz.James@epa.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov; Mugleston.Darin@epa.gov; Callaghan.Marc@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; cprobert@fs.fed.us; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; dkenney@fs.fed.us; Kelly.J.Urbanek@usace.army.mil; Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov



FYI-


 


·         There is an announcement on AMRA’s Facebook page about a radio show this Sunday: https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=884851711608906&id=477397529020995&refid=17


 


American Mining Rights Association


Join AMRA President Shannon Poe on the live broadcast this coming Sunday on Gold Prospector Space (links below). He will be discussing all of the problems with the USFS, EPA and other regulatory and management agencies and their overstepping their authority. He will talking about AMRA's recent trip to Idaho where the team and members dredged for several weeks. Lots of gold stories, lots of government out of control........JOIN US SUNDAY!


It will be a great show. 


SUNDAY NIGHT August 16th, 4:30 PACIFIC TIME


HERE IS THE CHAT ROOM: http://www.goldprospectorsspace.com/


Here is the live broadcast link: http://www.goldprospectorsspaceradio.com/


 


 


·         There is also this article from the Idaho County Free Press (8/12/15):  http://www.idahocountyfreepress.com/news/2015/aug/12/suction-dredgers-defy-epa-permit-again/


 


Excerpt: 


 


How the dispute between the suction dredgers and the EPA will ultimately be resolved is unclear, but a civil case in federal court is likely. The Free Press has previously reported local Forest Service projects often take two to three years to complete – and it’s not clear if suction dredgers who are willing to defy the existing permit would abide by a streamlined version. Beyond that, Poe has threatened to sue the Forest Service over the actions of Clint Hughes, the geologist who handed out the notices of noncompliance.


 


“The end result is, it needs to go to federal court and have a federal judge rule on it,” Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings said July 27. “That, most likely, will happen. But until it does, there’s all these debates and arguments between some guy who thinks he’s the king and some guy who doesn’t like the king. We try to maintain a somewhat in-between stance, but until the Forest Service or the BLM or the EPA or any other federal agency comes up with some facts rather than just their opinions, we’re pretty much on the side of the citizen. When a federal judge makes a ruling, then we’ll know which way to lean.”


 


Another way it could be resolved would be through the ordinary political process. State Rep. Paul Shepherd, and U.S. Sen. Mike Crapo are working on bills at the state and national levels, respectively.


 


 


Tracy DeGering


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402


e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744


 


For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit
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AMRA (American Mining Rights Association) Video

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW; Martinez, Greg J NWW

		Recipients

		Kelly.J.Urbanek@usace.army.mil; Greg.J.Martinez@usace.army.mil



As mentioned this morning: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-G1N9ywE9Y&feature=youtu.be.


 


Hopefully your security settings don’t prevent you from being able to view YouTube videos?


 


Tracy DeGering 


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


Idaho Operations Office


Phone: (208) 378-5756


Fax: (208) 378-5744


 




AMRA Enforcement Follow-up Info Requests

		From

		Brownell, Creagh

		To

		DeMaria, Eva; Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James; DeGering, Tracy; Szalay, Endre

		Cc

		kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov

		Recipients

		DeMaria.Eva@epa.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; Szalay.Endre@epa.gov; kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov



Mailed today.



AMRA Grossman 308 Signed 2.6.15.pdf





















AMRA Ratley 308 Signed 2.6.15.pdf





















AMRA Walker 308 Signed 2.6.15.pdf




jc®8*^ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
f% \ REGION 10



„ ^mmn & 1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900



VR<*^ FEB - 6 2015
. Seattle, Washington 98101-3140



OFFICE OF
COMPLIANCE AND ENFORCEMENT



Reply To: OCE-133



CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION



Mr. Mike Walker



325 Simone Court



Fowler, California 93625-2801



Re: July and August 2014 Suction Dredging Activity along the South Fork Clearwater River,
Hwy. 14, Mile Marker 39-40



Dear Mr. Walker:



This letterconcerns alleged violations of the Clean WaterAct (CWA), 33 U.S.C. § 1251 erseq.,
for the discharge of pollutants from suction dredges operating in the South Fork Clearwater
River withoutauthorization under a National Pollutant DischargeEliminationSystem (NPDES)
permit. By this letter, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is requesting additional
information regarding those activities.



EPA received information that during July andAugust 2014, members of the American Mining
Rights Association (AMRA) conducted suction dredging activities on a mining claim held in
your name within the South Fork Clearwater River, near Mile Marker 39-40, Hwy. 14. The
South Fork Clearwater River is a water of the United States. Additionally, this section of the
South Fork Clearwater River is listed as critical habitat forendangered species including bull
trout, Chinook salmon, and steelhead and is listed as a CWA Section303(d)-impaired water for
sediment. Pursuant to Section 402 of the CWA, an individual must obtain an NPDES permit to
discharge pollutants such as rock and sand from a suction dredge into a water of the United
States. Our records indicate that an NPDES permit was not issued to anyone for dredging on the
South Fork Clearwater River.



The discharge of pollutants from a suction dredge into a water of the United States without
authorization under an NPDES permit is a violation of Section 301(a) of the CWA, 33 U.S.C.
§ 1311(a).



INFORMATION REQUEST



In exercising its responsibilities under the CWA, EPA requests information from you. EPA is
authorized to make this Information Request pursuant to CWA Section308, 33 U.S.C. § 1318.
EPArequires this information to evaluate whetheryou are in compliancewith the CWA.











Mike Walker



Information Request
Page 2



Your response to this Information Request must be postmarked within thirty (30) days of receipt
of this letter. All responses must be submitted to the following addresses:



Original to: Jeff KenKnight
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
NPDES Compliance Unit
1200 Sixth Avenue, Suite 900 (OCE-133)
Seattle, WA 98101-1128



Copy to: John Cardwell
Idaho Department of Environmental Quality
1118 "F" Street



Lewiston, ID 83501



For each day that each dredge was operating on the South Fork Clearwater River in July
and August 2014, provide:



(1) the name(s) and address(es) of the dredge owner(s) and operator(s);
(2) a map indicating the precise locations where suction dredge activities took



place;
(3) size of dredge hose (e.g., 4", 6" etc.);
(4) engine horsepower;
(5) number of hours dredged;
(6) approximate amount of soil/fill moved in cubic yards;
(7) length in feet of downstream plume created by each dredge;
(8) ounces of gold collected; and
(9) any photographic and/or video documentation taken of the dredging activity.



Your submission must be signed with the following certification:



"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were
prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed
to assure that qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information
submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system,
or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the
information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate,
and complete. I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false
information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing
violations."



Failure to provide all the information requested, the failure to adequately explain the basis for
such failure, or the making of any false material statement or representation in response to this
Request for Information constitutes a violation of Section 308 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1318, and
may result in an enforcement action and the imposition of civil and/or criminal penalties or fines
pursuant to Section 309 of the Act, 33 U.S.C. § 1319, and Title 18 of the United States Code, 18
U.S.C. § 1001.











Mike Walker



Information Request
Page 3



Although the information requested must be submitted to EPA, you are entitled to assert a
business confidentiality claim pursuant to the regulations set forth in 40 C.F.R. Part 2. Subpart B.
If EPA determines the information you have designated meets the criteria in 40 C.F.R. § 2.208,
the information will be disclosed only to the extent and by means of the procedures specified in
Subpart B. Unless a confidentiality claim is asserted at the time the requested information is
submitted, EPA may make the information available to the public without further notice to you.



If you have any questions regarding this letter or other matters related to your compliance
with environmental laws, please contact Jeff KenKnight, Manager, NPDES Compliance Unit,
at (206) 553-6641. If you have any legal questions, please contact Endre Szalay, Assistant
Regional Counsel, at (206) 553-1073.



Sincerely



Edward J. Kowalski



Director



Via email: Mr. Mike Burgan
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers



Mr. Ken Clark



Nez Perec Tribe



Mr. Clint Hughes
Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forest



Mr. Dave Mabe



National Marine Fisheries Service



Mr. Mark Robertson



Fish and Wildlife Service
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Richard Allen Hockett Dang reat feakin job o happy pans bl Wsh
‘was out there playing at " hobbies” . Kil it Shannon you deserve every ounce
literally bro.

&1y 293t 4500m

1 Deanna Bratton Pollan Thats so great...get er done!
July 29 at 4:57pm

Debra N Greg Will be headed that way on the 12th. When are yall leaving?
July 29 at 5:44pm

‘Yosemite Mac You go Shannon. Sounds like youre having a fot of fun! Keep.
up the good work.
July 29 at 6:39pm
John Witherall Hughes has not a clue who he is about to go up against but |
o 50 give them hell bro
July 30 at 1:50pm
Brandon Clark Hughes should assess the disturbance of his water rafting
‘adventuresil Fucking kook!
July 29 at 8:13pm

Christopher Heye Dang bro...good job
July 29 at 5:45pm

Dave Dave | love the smell of gold
July 30 at 8:43am

American Mining Rights Association Oh, and one more thing for AMRA
‘members and potential members........we had a local miner in Elk City donate
‘another exceptional mining claim on the SF Clearwater to AMRA this morning!
950 - July 29 at 4:45pm
(@ Tumbling Dice This is awesome! Another new claim on the South
Fork of the Cleanwater River! Can't wait to hear more!
52 - July 30 at 7:06pm

. ‘Steve Frantz give him hell & kick his ASS. frankly speaking//i/
July 29 2t 7:14pm

American Mining Rights Association shared a profile
July 27 at 345pm - @

Here is Clint Hughes Facebook page.
hitps://www. facebook comyclint hughes 58
We were just informed he plans on coming back to the SF Clearwater on
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91 July 30 at 201pm

Mark Davis Go big or go home. Great ob. Getting geared up to go here at
home in the heart of Dixie.
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Ron Decker Great job! Give them hell Shannon!
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today.wmv

ITUBE.COM
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Jon Davis Dang, i wish i was there tool
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Amrat
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ot in the mood fo put up with stupidty-
o35 - July 27 at 5:280m

Vincent Landolina Anhh clint likes to white water raft, awesomelll ne enjoys
the outdoors as much as we do but you know clint, you should really have to
ill out a POO since you are using the waterways and causing some
disturbance slapping all the waves with your ores, .. See More.

11 - July 27 at 501pm

& 2Replies

Rowly Bettencourt Americans that have had enough and are willing the.
‘stand up for THIER rights, AMRA! Ciint, | am in CA and you are ot going to
take Dalton's (my 3 day old son) right to mine public lands away from him.
American’s always overcome tyranny, read your history mr Hughes!

37 - July 27 at 7:08pm

“ 1Reply

Steve Durham According to the bureaucratic logic I've dealt with in the past,

that paddiing is creating a most extreme kind of significant disturbance due to
the "Butterfly Effect’. Hell, Clint, your rafting is probably the sole cause of this.
‘upcoming EI Nino. We b... See More

99 - July 27 at 5:30pm

E Todd Jones Here is a law that you guys might want fo keep in mind. TITLE

18, U.S.C., SECTION 241

If two or more persons conspire to injure, oppress, threaten, or intimidate any
‘person in any State, Teritory, Commonwealth, Possession, or Disrict in the.
free e... See More

31 July 27 at G:44pm

JJ Victor Janda | would look to se if he is a member of the Audubon society,
llegal for him to be-

o33 July 27 at 3:57pm

David Dixon Burn him, and his bank accounts send him to the poor house
‘with a huge civil lawsuit, maybe even get him on a claim jump charge.
93 July 27 at 4:11pm

JR Mining Clint Hughes is on the side of the EPA and works directly with

them. Here is an article about his pure stupidity. htps/www.hen or..fthe-
forest-service-fights-placer.

_, The Forest Service battles placer mining
with an obscure law
Altie-known 1955 law gives the Forest Service a way.
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@ Here are some artifacts found at Forest Circus claim deserve all of it I

lastweek Can anyone identiy the one on the far right? July 25 2t 9:12am

Jeff DeVine Awesome
1
Like - Comment - Share <) . July 26 at 9:24pm

., Duane Purdue Kudos to you. Good luck and hang in there.

Rick Selfa July 26 at 2:33pm
yeraian e g Curley Frazier Kasse Gordon
1T Spent ast wesk on vacaion at the Forrest Circus LR July 25 3t 11:05am

claim. First ... See More

N —— H0o1 American Mining Rights Association
Juiy 24 3t 1:31pm - @

English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertising This just made my day.
Ad Choices [> - More »
Facebook © 2015 Gay Richardson is a 72 year old man living up in Idaho. He has been a
miner and suction dredger for over 50 years. Gay has spent every dime he
has, including his Iife savings, fighting the EPA and Government for the v
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POSTS TO PAGE > This just made my day
Gay Richardson is a 72 year old man living up in Idaho. He has been a
miner and suction dredger for over 50 years. Gay has spent every dime he
has, including his life savings, fighting the EPA and Government for the
fight to mine his claim. He has fought tll it hurt. He has no car and didn't
 Sierra Fund Tax retum, hun, never made the even have a way to heat his home until he obtained a 55 gal drum and
connection converted it into 2 wood stove. Several of the miners up there, all pitched in
cash and gold and have bought this man a pickup truck complete with new
Like - Comment - Share 53 & 1 Share motor and new tires. They will be delivering that truck to him tonightt
Just want to say thank you to those miners who put up their own hard
Rick Selfa ‘eamed money and gold to help this man outi And also a big thank you to all
July 27 2t :24p the folks that showed up in Idaho to stand up and dredge in opposition of
o the EPA's permiting scheme!
@ Here are some artfacts found at Forest Gircus claim
fast week. Can anyone identty the one on the far right? -stacy
Like - Comment - Snare 1
Rick Selfa
July 27 at 10:41am
@ Spent ast wesk on vacation at the Forrest Circus
claim. Firsthi...See More
[P— Lo Yo‘ ]’!
Like  Comment Share
Mariand Jones, Steve Hansen, Howard Thompson and 250 others  Top Commens ~
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58 shares v
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A
Like ‘Comment # Share
Martand Jones, Steve Hansen, Howard Thompson and 250 others  Top Comments -
like tis
58 shares
American Mining Rights Association When we gave fis ruck fo Gay last
EEETTEE > night, | just want everyone to know, everyone developed an instantaneous.
allergy and eyes were watering. Damn dust and pollen up here. Gay was
literally speechless.
Ron Holt &7 duly 25 2t 705am
Yesterday at 4:58pm @ “ View previous replies
American Mining Rights Association We would not use something
© ?‘:1"3 Fund Tax refum, huh, never mads the a like this to promote AMRA. This was about our friend Gay who did not
connection. ‘have a truck and to do anything to try and get money for us. we
couldn' do that, our moras take over.
Like - Comment - Share £93 21 Share e~
“ View more replies
Rick Selfa .
Ty 27 2t 24pm @ Jack Hipp Thank you for your ight._.you deserve what s coming as payback
for tha fight
1@ Here are some artfacts found at Forest Circus clam 74 July 24 at 3:16pm
last week. Can anyone identiy the one on the far right? Richard Parker Thanks to all the miners up there. | nave not ment a mean
miner. Unless someone messes wi fheir ving.
Like - Comment - Share o1 July 25 at 8:31am
- Mike Slater OUT_DAMN_STANDINGH Ifs great to hear GOOD news for a
change
Rick Selfa
Dale Rhode Saltof the Earth MinersllIs eat fo hear stories like tis..He is
@ Spent last week on vacaion at the Forrest Circus afighter.
claim. Firsthi...See More Ly 25 2t 1:4gam
Lice Comment  Snare Py=2 ﬁwm*'m'ﬂam
32 - July 24 at 3:50pm
e U ey s cons posrs | [ v et eoneres
Ad Choices > More~ 2 July 24 at 3:13pm
Facebook © 2015 David McGee The SAD thing is the Government doesnt understand the harm v
they o, hinking they are doing good. Bless you al and Best wishes 10 you
®100% ~
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they do, thnking they are doing good. Bless you all and Best wishes fo you
rerirasod Gary.
93 - July 24 at 2500m
POSTS T0 PAGE > 1Repy
‘Comm Anderson He shouid have spent s Ife coming up wih a bttle
plan..and bought ots of ammo
Ron Holt July 24 at 9:23m
Yesterday at 4:58om @
. Steve Wandt OUTFRIGGINSTANDING
© Sierra Fund Tax return, huh, never made the 32 - July 24 at 3:37pm
connecton ﬂ Bobby Ahlquist Awesome news.
1 July 24 at 4:55;
Like - Comment - Share 93 & 1 Share e
A Michael Walker Gay s one awesome dude Defiely desening ofthe gift and
3 then some.
- 51y 25 at8:14am
duly 27 a1 924pm @ ! Grice greatjob guys, thafs the way o stick ogether
July 242t 6:34pm
0 Here are some artfacts found at Forest Crcus claim
fast week. Can anyone dentity the one on the far rignt? B.5. Miner THAT i awesome.
July 24 at6:12pm
ke - Comment - Snare o1 Ron Burs GOOD JOB.
July 24 at7:250m
Rick selfa Cathy Linehan Paap This s wnat s allabout._being there for each othert
July 27 at 10:41am @ 2 July 24 at 4:37pm
Lorri Randy Atkinson Pamela J. Smith-mcavoy, my Idahol
@ Spent ast wesk on vacation at the Forrest Circus ﬁ' Randy Anson | -
clam. Firs ... See More y =
Like - Comment - Share G001 American Mining Rights Association
July 232t 3:300m - @
Engish (US) - Pivacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertsing
Ad Choices P - More~ “This photo is of Under-Sheriff Jim Gorges of Idaho County standing in our
Facebook ©2015 mining camp yesterday. M. Gorges supported the miners and we want fo
thank him and Sheriff Giddings for thei strong suppor. You willwant to
read on abou the last two days, and please share this post wih all your
contacts, enough is enough.
After we successfull ended the ridiculous fire permit issue where the USFS
said we needed to stop our dredges at 1pm due to fire danger because v

thev helieved
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American Mining Rights Association ~
July 23 2t 330pm - @
English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies.
This photo is of Under-Sheriff Jim Gorges of Idaho County standing in our Advertising - Ad Choices [>- More +
mining camp yesterday. Mr. Gorges supported the miners and we want to Facebook © 2015

thank him and Sheriff Giddings for their strong support. You will want to
read on about the ast two days, and please share this post with all your
contacts, enough is enough

After we successfully ended the ridiculous fire permit issue where the USFS
said we needed to stop our dredges at 1pm due to fire danger because
they believed dredges floating 50' out in the middle of a river, surrounded
by water were "off road activities” and contained combustion engines, we
were supposed to tum them off. We reminded the USF that all the jet
boats in these three National Forests would also need to be shut down
based on their ideology. This, couple with the numerous calls from people
like County Commissioner Jim Chmelik, Under-Sheriff Jim Gorges, the
numerous AMRA members, staff and even a Senator, the USFS relented
and we went back to work....__...._.__only to be confronted with a new
scheme by the USFS the very next day.

This entire episode described below was video taped in its entirety, has
been saved on multiple hard drives and wil be used in the future.

USFS mineralogist CLINT HUGHES concocted (or was just the delivery
boy, we don't know which yet) a scheme and tried to hand deliver "notices
of non-compliance” to all suction dredgers on the SF Clearwater yesterday.
He claimed we did not have a plan of operations aptly named PoO),
because he believed suction dredging causes a "significant disturbance”.
We've been dealing with this very issue for many years and frankly, CLINT
HUGHES's weak and often times, ridiculous and childish arguments on the
bank with AMRA was not just laughable, but pathetic. CLINT HUGHES
stated we needed to shut down immediately or face "further action" to which
we encouraged CLINT HUGHES to initiate. Once we identified what this
man was actually trying to say was unconstitutional and the USFS did not
have the authority to dictate anything to us in reference to a PoO, we
informed him we wanted our local Sheriff there to represent us as we are
real property owners and this is harassment. CLINT HUGHES refused (on
camera) to call the Sheriff's Department on our behalf several times. Shortly
after denying us this, he stated he did not know how to operate a two-way
radio (yes folks, we are not making this up). He stated this notice of non-
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camera) to call the Sheriff's Department on our behalf several times. Shortly
after denying us this, he stated he did not know how to operate a two-way
radio (yes folks, we are not making this up). He stated this notice of non-
compliance is a civil matter and does not involve the Sheriff. Yes, he
actually said that. By the way, CLINT HUGHES also stated he has a
masters degree.

Rather than type out our 45 minutes of conversation, know that we are
quite adept at conversing with these tyrannical authority over-steppers and
gave him notice that his ignorance of the laws (which we often quoted by
number and case name and he couldn't name one) is no excuse for
violating the rights of the miners here.

Once the SherifTs Department showed up, smiling to see all us miners, they
informed CLINT HUGHES that the miners would be going back to work
dredging their claims and CLINT HUGHES needed to carry on his business
elsewhere.

CLINT HUGHES made several comments that he intends to come back
with some law enforcement agents to serve these notices, to which |
informed him | will NOT accept any notice of non-compliance period and he
will have to arrest me, or have me arrested. He even made mention that he
was going to bring those really scary folks, the EPA.

There are over 30 miners up here this year, most all of them are dredging
and we are united, strong, lawfully mining our claims, are knowledgeable on
our fundamental rights, have state dredge permits and have the Sheriffs
Department and Doug Giddings supporting the miners.

So.._...CLINT HUGHES (whom admitted he reads AMRA's webpage and
we told him to like us on Facebook) you do what you feel you need to do.
As you know CLINT HUGHES, | drive a big blue and white Toyota F.J
Cruiser with AMRA on the side, find that at mile marker 39, | wil be
dredging with the big blue dredge right below it. Do what you feel you need
to do Clint, but know your ignorance of the law is absolutely no excuse for
you to exceed your authority violate my rights.

We'll keep you posted

1B corps enforcen..| 1 usacearmymi
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Like  Comment 4 Share

‘Alan Eagleton, Russell Grau, Steve Hansen and 273 others lie this.

Top Comments ~
156 shares

B.s. Miner | got $10 that says forest supenvisor Cheryl Probert shows up at
some point. Any takers?
&2 Jul 0pm

 View 4 more replies

American Mining Rights Association She won't show up. But you
= can bet $10 that | will rack HER down.
&4l am

Victor Janda Kick them in the balls over and over ffing assholes
y 24 at 4:14am

American Mining Rights Association Too bad you'e nothere Vic,
= youtd love it and there is really good gold.

&1 July 253t

am

Chris Miller Don't forget about old Marty who also likes to harass dredgers on
the clear water... Fun times. Oh and if| didn't say it then, thank you Brandon

Rinehart and Shannon Poe for help getting our dredge up out i the water!
&3l
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Chris Miller Don't forget about old Marty who also likes to harass dredgers on A
the clear water... Fun times. Oh and if| didn' say it then, thank you Brandon
Rinehart and Shannon Poe for help getting our dredge up out i the waterl

English (US) - Privacy - Tems - Cookies

o33 - July 23 at 6:09pm Advertising - Ad Choices [>- More ~
 View 4 more replies Facebook © 2015
& American Mining Rights Association No problem Chis. Miners are

brothers.

32 July 25 at 7:21am

Kevin Ryan Ok | may not now as much as you all do but couldn' they end up
being sued for undue harassment? or something ke that? for this stuff.

July 23 at 5:13pm

American Mining Rights Association Yes, and thats just our game.
July 25 at 7:22am

 View more replies

Vincent Landolina A minerologist against mining? WOW what a
QUY.........plooop.
94~ July 23 at 423pm

 View 2 more replies

American Mining Rights Association Wait until you see the video
Vince, its literally jaw dropping how ignorant this man is. Looks and
sounds like he's from Berkeley.

1 July 25 at 7:23am

‘Shawn Benson-albanese sound like the forest service to me | was up there.
dredging a few years ago when there was a wild fire in elk city and they
stopped to inform us of the fire so we asked why all the crew cab pick ups
‘where only going there with one person dfiving and no passengers there
response was we need to use up our fuel budget so we get more the next
‘year  total waste of our tax payers dollars!
(312 July 23 at 6:46pm

771 Bis. Miner | cant believe these guys (and yes, there are A LOT of public
servants and radical enviros) read AMRA's FB page and *still* try and take us
on. Al miners need to know your ighs, and be prepared to defend them
53 iy 23 at 436pm

Qirjg Oiejrfw The more the government attempts to stop dredging, the more
I'want to learn to dredge myself. Something about going against the tide,
standing in the gap... standing for others rights...love it

(71~ July 24 at 8:56am

Chris Watson Perhaps the Obama adminisiration should consider reducing =
litarul
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standing inthe gap... tanding for others rights..love it o
1 July 24 at 8:56am
Chris Watson Perhaps the Obama administration Shouid consider reducing Engish (US) - Privacy - Tems - Cookies
the number of these ‘unnecessary personnef instead of our miltary! Advertising - Ad Choices [ More -
6 - July 23 at 5:59pm Facebook © 2015

Nick Howard Its all State Land - the Feds have no Constitutional right to
“own’” it Reclaim it and throw the USFS and BLM outt

94 July 23 at 6:02pm
Bryan Johnson Mining in Idaho County shouldn't have to be an on going
battle. Truth is the Forest Service shouid just do their job and let us do ours.
‘They act like Idaho miners are all back woods simpletons. Not so.
July 25 at 11:15am

‘ Chad Stanford Is he related to Curtis Hughes, retired minerals officer in

Kiamath Forest that tore out our bridge and continuously harassed my father
ang1?

31~ July 24 at 4:51am
- Richard Parker You have to pat Clint on the head. After all he does work for

the goverment. He does not have to no any laws. Just what he makes up. Oh
my god it sounds just ike oblamo.

July 23 at 5:06pm

. Edward Mcelliott We call them forest circus here in Washington state
July 24 at 311pm

B.s. Miner | can't wait to get there Monday afteroon. When  pass through
Grangeville on Monday morning, 'l stop in and thank Sherif Giddings and
UnderSherriff Gorges in person ifthey're there. (nitp:/idahocounty org/sherifs-
office/ thank them in person)

o35 - July 23 at 4:24pm

Gary Watts back in your place Ciin........good work guys, thanks for taking a
stand for all of us! We all have your backs

o33 July 23 at 4:15pm

Brian Osborne Common sense isn't a constant with the population regardiess
of education, status, itle, or social standing.

94 July 23 at 3:39pm

 3Reples.

. Mellisa Fernandez | can't believe the amount of PoO we have to put up with.
33 July 23 at 5:17pm

Kerstin Schmadeka Ciint is always hassiing and delaying miners! You go.
guys!
93 - July 23 at 4:13pm
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Wellisa Fernandez | can't belleve the amount of PoO we have o put up wilh.
33 July 23 at 5:17pm

g3 Kerstin Schmadeka Clintis always hassiing and delaying miners! You go
(Y ous!
93 - July 23 at 4:18pm

Curley Frazier The supreme court affrmed the right of the individual to
5 exercise lethal force when defending one's consiitutional rights, ie: freedom
from faise arrest. Keep itin mind Jack-Boots!
July 23 at 503pm

“ 1Repy

Y| Judy Frew Thanks guys. Keep up the good fight
92 July 23 at 341pm

Kevin Tatum | believe t, | have mest ALOT of people with college degrees
that couldn't wipe their own ass, hie seems to it the bill. Damn wish | was there
52 July 23 at 5:09pm

Osborne Pauley So, the USFS sends a mineralogist to conduct compliance of
PoO's?

92 July 23 at 4:41pm
 2Replies

Mark Davis Go man go
(52 July 23 at 341pm

René Welter Knight s 2 shame that they don' have anything better to do
than harass you alll
&1 July 23 3t 4:13pm

Dan Zoller Man u guys are good! hahal keep it upl wish i was there |
&1 July 23 at 3:41pm

Jaye Smith kepp up the good fight
71 - July 23 at 4:35pm

Ken Miller Wow | am missing all the fun, stand strong!
71 - July 23 at 4:24pm

. Fred Deome There is gold in them there hills, best of luck!
July 23 at 6:56pm

Corey Shuman Right on! Good workl

July 24 at701am

Matthew McAuliffe Cint hughes, what a jackass has a masters degree and
cant work a 2way radio...

July 23 at 346pm

English (US) - Privacy - Tems - Cookies
Advertising - Ad Choices [> - More -

Facebook © 2015
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Watthow McAulife it ughes, what a jackass has a masers degree and ~
cant work a 2way rad..
sy 233t 3460m Englsh (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies
o 2repies Adverting - Ad Ghoices B> Vore -
Facebook 0 2015

Jimmy Allen Sounds like somebody needs to file a harassment lawsuit
against the Forest Service and after they've paid out few hundred thousand
dollars or maybe millons word will get around they need to stop puling this.
crap

91 - July 23 at 6:59m

. ‘Andy Johns Rock on
July 23 at 457pm
Ray Schulze Kick ass and take names!

July 23 at 822pm

‘Shawn Benson-albanese Keep up the great work fellow miners ifs our right |
After all we make the best saimon spawning beds and we don't even get paid
forit

July 24 at 8:47am - Edited

. Wike Trecartin Ciint Hughes!
O Juy 26t 7:10am

- N.. DeBortoli Jr. You guys make me proud.
July 23 at 6:10pm

M. Troy Jones great job, keep it up
July 23 at9:21pm

. Jim Hamilton Very well done! Keep it up and they might just stop or get

promoted to somewhere else.
July 24 at 7:49am

. ‘Tumbling Dice Realy proud of you guys!

July 24 at7:20pm
Ben Simons That sounds fike the fs over there that | know of...
July 23 at 10:20pm

" Dennis Ray We're is the video posted?
31 - July 23 at 6:54pm

 2Replies
. Britt Ketchum Right on guys have fun
1 July 23 at 3:41pm

g Curley Fratier Maters Degree in Stupidology...? ”
July 23 at5:029m
hitpsy//wwn facebook com/ campaign/landing.php?placement=p_thc_more8icampaign id=136806S164554T36kexta
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m Chuck Dunn Chuck Dunn CLINT DOES HAVE A MASTERS DEGREE IN
IGNORANCE

Q Ron Holt -

£ Sierra Fund Tax retum, hun, never made the.
connection.

Like - Comment - Share. 93 &> 1Share

= Rick Selfa

@ Here are some artifacts found at Forest Circus claim
Iast week.Can anyone identiy the one on the far right?

Like - Comment - Share o1 Dennis Ray OK

Rick Selfa
s American Mining Rights Association
=8

G Spent last week on vacation at the Forrest Circus

claim. Firstthi... See More ‘Stay tuned, we will be updating you soon on the USFS showdown

Like - Comment - Snare G001 happening in ldaho. -Stacy
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g Ron Holt
Yesterday at 4
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Like - Comment - Share 53 2> 1 Share

a Rick Selfa
July 27 3t 9:24pm

@ Here are some artifacts found at Forest Circus claim
Iast week.Can anyone identiy the one on the far right?

Like - Comment - Share o1

a Rick Selfa
July 27 at 10:41am

G Spent last week on vacation at the Forrest Circus
claim. First hi... See More

Like - Comment - Share 001 Like  Comment Share
‘Sally Tnomburg, Rowly Bettencourt, John Ratiey and 81 others ke Top Comments ~
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7 shares

Brandon Rinehart 1 ust ef theretis moring, we got the fe restricton thing
resoved Tuesday thanks in part 0 all the phone calls mace but Wednesday
ancther agent Cint Hughes approached s and fold s we had 0 cease al
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Ron Holt )
Yesterday at 4:58pm @ . Nick Howard What mine? What location?
24y 2330520am
2 Sirra Fund Tasretum, hu,never made he i
comecton
%4 Glynn Bames Throw Your Gold in His Face and see what happens! LOL
Like - Comment - Share o£53 &1 Share ® Juy23at7:57om
12 Glynn Bames Whats going on Stacy?
. Juy 232 1016am
Rick seft
ek Bob Juno . Now ou guys ae hross nmy book
sy 233 110pm
G0 Here are some arifacts found at Forest Circus claim David Dixon Keep on refusing, maybe the ranger will jump stupid and disrupt
last week. Can anyone identity the one on the far right 'some equipment, and then you can get him arrested for claim jumping.
2 dy 2331 270m
Like - Comment - Share o1
David traight s goo o e someone rom AVRA ge keted and hassied
first hand. Now the fight is truly personall Kick it out of the park ment
- 14y 2330 1108am
July 27 at 10:41am @& g Curley Frazier Screw the Jack-Boots!
8 a0
'@ Spent last week on vacation at the Forrest Circus
e e o e g Curey Frazier They beter not start acting i Jack-Boots!
8 . nas0mom
Lke - Comment- snare pTn o ey
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July 19 at 8:42pm

American Mining Rights Association added 4 new
photos — with Brandon Rinehart
July 17 at 6:24pm - @

Update from Idaho dredging in opposition to the EPA:

We've already moved big blue once, but the move was well worth it. Looks
like we got a half ounce today alone just on my dredge. 410 6 feet to
bedrock and the cracks are loaded. Much better spot than anywhere |
dredged last year. Brandon Rinehart is working my dredge with me. Mike
Dahl is by himself (pictured) John, Paul and Tom Mitchell are on John's 4.
There are at least 20 other dredges on the river this year which shows that
we all CAN stand up to tyranny and this oppressive EPA.

The gold pictured with Brandon is from an AMRA friend, Randy. He mined
this pan of many ounces, and even some 1/2 ounce nuggets just upstream
from our AMRA claims. He did all this by hand, with a shovel and a sluice
box. No kidding

No sign of the EPA 5o far and everyone is waving at us, honking and very
supportive of all the dredgers.

We have some amazing video for you this year. An underwater GoPro
footage of the 6" and we even filmed the road crew blowing up some huge

boulders with dynamite from a rock siide on our Forgotten Patriot
claim.......and yes, we viewed it and its awesome.

We'll ry and give you all an update in another day of two
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Well, I made it to Winnemucca NV tonight (midnight), heading to
Grangeville ID in the morning, then up the SF Cleanwater to our Sasquatch
and Forgotten Patriot claims.
'We testified this afternoon in Mariposa and Ms. Smallcombe thinks she:
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American Mining Rights Association
July 15 2t 1233am - @

Well, | made it to Winnemucca NV tonight (micnight), heading to
Grangeville ID in the morning, then up the SF Clearwater to our Sasquatch
‘and Forgotten Patriot claims.

We testified this afternoon in Mariposa and Ms. Smallcombe thinks she
does not have any conflct of interest with her company pushing this CUP
issue and therefore did not recuse herself. In fact, she was rather defiant
about it. We video'd the hearing and will post it as soon as we are able. We
DO have plans for this issue.

This trip to Idaho is about standing up to a tyrannical government. One
intent upon using regulatory agencies to destroy suction dredging in
America. We stand up and fight when the faw is on our side.

We will be in constant contact with Stacy and she will post while we are
challenging the EPA. We intend to send her pictures every two days for you
guys to see what we are doing, what we are getting and what we are
facing........and if they try and cite us.

AMRA does not back down, does not back up and stands up for the rights
of all miners, members o not

Join us in this fight and you can mine these same claims

2 ) el
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Like  Comment 4 Share

> Jon Ratiey, Sally Thombur, Robert L Burrows and 155 ofhers like  Top Comments ~

ths.
17 shares

Tumbling Dice 'm proud to be a Lifetime AMRA Member, from Idaho and
‘Washington State. Shannon and John, | hope you guys find a pan-fullof Idano
‘Gold this week on the Clearwater River!

31 - July 16 at 1:05am

Ron Decker Kick some but!
32 - July 15 at 6:46am

Y Victor Janda Thank you for taking on these jerks! Wish | could've made it
there but the helicopter is here today,  ahhnh work

2 July 15 at 5:10am

Mellisa Fernandez Thank you for all you'e doing.
1 July 15 at 5:580m

Michael Ferreira Friday night at the Gold hounds mesting | spoke with a
B oD o e s e omas e

going on at Lake Combie and the Bear River. There are no 10 or 12 inch

aredges in operation at this time. There is one piece o... See More.

July 15 at 8:22pm - Edited

Kevin Barry Final vote was 3 to 1 with Meriin Jones (The 1) standing up for
freedom. Option 2 will be presented again and have to be voted on but the
‘outcome is the same. Just a question to ponder; Is MERG a lobbying group?
‘They hide behind the fact they are a ... See More

(32 July 16 at 8:28am

“ 1Reply

[ oo Hall KEEP ME UP TO DATE | HAVE 2 CLAIMS ON THE MERCED.







image60.png

m 3 hitps /v facebook.com/smericanminingrights 0~ ¢ |[[f 2372011 — Greenwi

T Prin this stor, spo-.

[ usscearmymil | 51 US. Army Corps of .

5 @ Topographic Map Canal

I} daho Soil Survey Reports .. b Idaho Department of Wat.

-

POSTS TO PAGE

Ron Holt
Yesterday at 4:58pm @

£ Sierra Fund Tax retum, hun, never made the.
connection.

Like - Comment - Share 53 2> 1 Share

Rick Selfa
July 27 at @:24pm @

@ Here are some artifacts found at Forest Circus claim
lastweek Can anyone identiy the one on the far right?

Like - Comment - Share. o1

Rick Selfa
July 27 at 10:41am @

G Spent last week on vacation at the Forrest Circus
claim. First hi... See More

Like - Comment - Share B0

English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertsing
Ad Choices [> - More
Facebook © 2015

&1 July 15 at 8:41am

Ken Landsman Not sure how much good this wil do, but | posted this on ™
‘The Supervisors' page " Think t will nelp 2 :{) This s just a bunch of rich
socialttes who, for the most part, got rch by raping the resources of the land
Now that they have the mone... See More

32 July 15 at 8:28am - Edited

Rowly Bettencourt Find  potatoe or two you guys!

I.! £33 July 15 at 6:01am

iam Lundeen Smallcombe and the new Monkey Wrench Gang.
July 15 at 10:41am

Matt Ahern Cool gold in your pan
July 15 at 1:42pm

American Mining Rights Association
July 14 at :43am - Edited - @

[Be

Just spoke with Shannon. He is heading out to Mariposa today to speak to
the Board of Supervisors in opposition to the Conditional Use Permitting
scheme (C.U.P.) and to request in person that Supervisor Smallcombe
recuse herself from the issue.

After the board meeting he will be on his way to Idaho, a 16 hour drive, to
join the other dredgers at Occupy 2 to stand up to the EPA's illegal
requirement for permits to dredge. We will be bringing you regular updates
from Idao. -Stacy
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Like - Comment - Share B0
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English (US) - Privacy - Terms - Cookies - Advertising Forest.
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Facebook © 2015 . e get along wih pecially 9

They are heroes in our eyes and we've seen them literally risk their own
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Very recently, one of the SNF crews was involved in a serious (rolled over 4
times) motor vehicle accident when another driver pulled out in front of their
28,000 Ib truck causing it to flip over an... See More














AMRA/Shannon Poe, SF Clearwater dredging 308/NOV

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov; michael.a.burgan@usace.army.mil; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov

		Recipients

		kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov; michael.a.burgan@usace.army.mil; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov



FYI – Attached is an information request/notice of violation that went out October 17 to Shannon Poe/AMRA regarding dredging activities along the SF Clearwater in July/August.  We just got the green card back confirming that it was received.  Please call or email if you have questions.  Thanks.


 


Eva


 


Eva DeMaria


NPDES Compliance Unit


Office of Compliance and Enforcement


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


1200 6th Avenue, Ste. 900, OCE-133


Seattle, WA 98101


206-553-1970


 


 



Poe CWA NOV 308 Signed 10.17.14.pdf






















Article re: AMRA and S. Fk dredging

		From

		Jonathan Oppenheimer

		To

		DeMaria, Eva

		Cc

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; DeMaria.Eva@epa.gov



http://www.idahocountyfreepress.com/photos/2014/jul/23/34729/


- - - - -

Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Idaho’s leading voice for conservation











Clearwater River Claim and plans to dredge in July

		From

		Jonathan Oppenheimer

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Tracy-
I came across this on FB and thought you’d be interested to see it. Looks like the claim is on the Lochsa, but the post says Clearwater. Also indicates that he’ll be on it around July 15, but not sure if he actually meant that he’d be up for the dredge in. Anyway, wanted to make sure you saw it.
thanks,
jdo


AMRA-ClearwaterClaim2014.docx

[image: MacMini HD:Users:jonathanoppenheimer:Downloads:10295432_635187229908690_1702048931771842057_o.jpg]
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Eddie Goss Oh yeah, look at that bend!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 8:19am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association Time to dredge. Did you get your 4 from Mel?


Like · 1 · May 9 at 8:55pm


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c113.33.414.414/s32x32/383801_10150504292233648_2132880438_n.jpg]


Michael Walker I hope the snow is gone by July.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 6:32am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association Two words..................DRY SUIT.


Like · 2 · May 9 at 7:55am


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c44.44.554.554/s32x32/419928_106723926125591_1719374823_n.jpg]


Travis Purdue Looks like some cold water. Is it legal to dredge there anymore? Looks great!!!!!!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 7:47am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association The EPA is unconstitutionally trying to impose a defacto prohibition on dredging in Idaho, but the miners are fighting back. The moves by this administration are being seen all across the country. It's not based on science, facts or anything other than just their agenda. 
We will be dredging in Idaho on July 15th along with about 200 of our dredging miner friends.


Like · 8 · May 8 at 7:56am


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xpf1/t1.0-1/c0.6.32.32/p32x32/10001375_10151956617471218_7403509263078893402_t.jpg]


Steve Gregor Looks awesome. Great job, guys! Keep that AMRA inventory growing. Pretty soon I envision AMRA "clubs" ... groups who meet and mine, and ALL have AMRA memberships. It's going to happen. And with more and more claims, traveling becomes fun, too. Congratulations on a great visino and delivering the goods!


Like · Reply · 5 · May 8 at 8:55am


  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c20.20.247.247/s32x32/252299_3516552492429_1969738451_n.jpg]


Stance Sturdy Some fast looking water


Like · Reply · 3 · May 8 at 10:51am
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Jeff Armstrong I want to join a club like that wow


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 10:54am
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Joe Hoersten Let's go Ed ! Tell the boss suck it I'm outta here !


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:34am


  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfp1/t1.0-1/c25.25.309.309/s32x32/969943_469157003166799_1474535659_n.jpg]


Ray Schulze Its very easy to join Jeff Armstrong, and your money doesnt go to waste either. Check out the website.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:33pm
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FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		Werntz, James

		To

		Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris

		Cc

		Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Ehrig.Lance@epa.gov; Owens.Ted@epa.gov; mclerran.dennis@epa.gov; Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov; Davies.Lauris@epa.gov; Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Jim and Jeff-

I wanted to make sure you saw this.

thanks,

jonathan

The law's being broken; where are the cops?

By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 

Bonnie and Clyde.

John Dillinger.

Donnie "Ma" Barker.

George "Baby Face" Nelson.

They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.

But they knew better.

They robbed banks.

They broke the law.

They were gangsters.

Now, we have a new breed of gangster

A public lands gangster.

The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.

You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.

Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.

Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.

Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.

Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.

But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.

Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.

But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?

Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.

But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.

"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."

Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.

"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.

Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.

Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.

Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.

For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.

Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.

Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?

Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?

Of course not.

You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.

But Poe is getting special treatment.

"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.

Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?

Not the Forest Service.

Not the EPA. 

 

- - - - -

 

Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505

http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 

 

 

 


FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		Werntz, James

		To

		Mugleston, Darin

		Recipients

		Mugleston.Darin@epa.gov



Lewiston Tribune Editorial below

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:33 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

This editorial was picked up and published by the Idaho Statesman yesterday.   Jim

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:46 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Jim and Jeff-

I wanted to make sure you saw this.

thanks,

jonathan

The law's being broken; where are the cops?

By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 

Bonnie and Clyde.

John Dillinger.

Donnie "Ma" Barker.

George "Baby Face" Nelson.

They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.

But they knew better.

They robbed banks.

They broke the law.

They were gangsters.

Now, we have a new breed of gangster

A public lands gangster.

The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.

You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.

Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.

Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.

Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.

Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.

But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.

Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.

But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?

Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.

But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.

"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."

Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.

"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.

Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.

Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.

Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.

For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.

Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.

Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?

Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?

Of course not.

You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.

But Poe is getting special treatment.

"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.

Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?

Not the Forest Service.

Not the EPA. 

 

- - - - -

 

Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505

http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 
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		Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris

		Cc

		Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Ehrig.Lance@epa.gov; Owens.Ted@epa.gov; mclerran.dennis@epa.gov; Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov; Davies.Lauris@epa.gov; Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Jim and Jeff-


I wanted to make sure you saw this.



thanks,



jonathan



The law's being broken; where are the cops?


By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 


Bonnie and Clyde.


John Dillinger.


Donnie "Ma" Barker.



George "Baby Face" Nelson.



They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.



But they knew better.



They robbed banks.



They broke the law.



They were gangsters.



Now, we have a new breed of gangster



A public lands gangster.



The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.



You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.



Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.



Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.



Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.



Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.



But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.



Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.



But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?



Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.



But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.



"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."



Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.



"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.



Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.



Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.



Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.



For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.



Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.



Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?



Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?



Of course not.



You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.



But Poe is getting special treatment.



"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.



Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?



Not the Forest Service.



Not the EPA. 



 



- - - - -


 



Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505


http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 





 



 



 





FW: LMT article

		From

		Lidgard, Michael

		To

		Abbotts, John; Burgess, Karen; DeGering, Tracy; Drabek, John; Gockel, Catherine; Godsey, Cindi; Guzzo, Lindsay; Haskell, Daniel; Helder, Dirk; Johnson, Margaret; Keenan, Dru; Kim, Hyon-Su; Le, Michael; Lidgard, Michael; McCauley, Margaret; Nickel, Brian; Nogi, Jill; Poulsom, Susan; Ravotti, Nicholas; Ross, Barbara; Seyfried, Erin; Shum, Kai Hon; Stoddard, Jamey; Vakoc, Misha; Washington, Audrey

		Recipients

		Abbotts.John@epa.gov; Burgess.Karen@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; Drabek.John@epa.gov; Gockel.Catherine@epa.gov; Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov; Guzzo.Lindsay@epa.gov; Haskell.Daniel@epa.gov; Helder.Dirk@epa.gov; Johnson.Margaret@epa.gov; keenan.dru@epa.gov; Kim.Hyon-Su@epa.gov; Le.Michael@epa.gov; Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov; McCauley.Margaret@epa.gov; Nickel.Brian@epa.gov; nogi.jill@epa.gov; Poulsom.Susan@epa.gov; Ravotti.Nicholas@epa.gov; Ross.Barbara@epa.gov; Seyfried.Erin@epa.gov; Shum.Kai@epa.gov; Stoddard.Jamey@epa.gov; Vakoc.Misha@epa.gov; Washington.Audrey@epa.gov



Sorry if this is a repeat, I know Tracy forwarded some articles to the unit last week – fyi


 


From: DeGering, Tracy 
Sent: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 6:58 AM
To: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; Kowalski, Ed
Cc: Lidgard, Michael; Godsey, Cindi
Subject: FW: LMT article




 


FYI…


Tracy


 


From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 7:03 AM
To: DeGering, Tracy; DeMaria, Eva; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT article


 


Protests stir up no reaction


By ERIC BARKER of the Tribune | Posted: Tuesday, July 1, 2014 12:00 am 


[image: ]


Protests stir up no reaction


Suction dredge miners run their gear Monday along the Salmon River near Riggins. Miners from across the West are gathering in Idaho County this week as a protest against Environmental Protection Agency regulations that shut them out of most of the Salmon and Clearwater river basins.



RIGGINS - Miners operating their small suction dredges Monday on the Salmon River in defiance of federal regulations equated their actions with speech protected by the First Amendment.


"Our dredges are our protest signs - it's basically an extension of us," said organizer John Crossman of Boise.


But many of the miners gathering along the Salmon River east of Riggins also took care to cover or remove the license plates from their vehicles to make it harder for Environmental Protection Agency officials to identify and possibly fine them.



About 40 people assembled Monday afternoon at Island Bar and about six of them operated their dredge mines. They hope their modest numbers will swell as the holiday weekend approaches and their protest against an EPA permit hits its peak Friday with a 4 p.m. rally at Riggins City Park.



"I'm hoping by the end of the week we will fill this bar up," Crossman said.



He said people are traveling from Idaho and across the West to attend.



"I came all the way up here from California to support John (Crossman) and his group," said John Ratley of Modesto, Calif., and the field manager of the American Mining Rights Association.



The camp included tents, pickup truck campers and recreational vehicles. A large Gadsden flag with its "Don't Tread on Me" motto waved in the wind and a rebel flag hung from an RV. The camp had a sprinkling of anti-EPA signs.



So far, the miners have met no resistance and said they haven't seen or heard from the EPA. But they are aware they could be cited for running their dredges.



"If somebody gets a ticket, it will have to go to court," said Mike Walker of Fresno, Calif., and a member of the American Mining Rights Association.



In the past, suction dredge miners in Idaho had to get a permit from the state. But last year, the EPA required them to also acquire a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit. That permit is not available in most of the streams that are home to threatened or endangered species like salmon, steelhead and bull trout, streams and rivers on Indian reservations or rivers that are part of the National Wild and Scenic River system. Those regulations effectively banned dredging in most of the streams in the Salmon and Clearwater river basins, as well as several other of the state's watersheds.



The miners contend they are not adding pollution to the streams and rivers they work in and thus do not need the permit. Instead, they said they use the dredges to suck sand and gravel from the river bottom, sort and remove the heavy gold-bearing material and discharge the leftovers back into the water.



Crossman pointed to the water leaving the sluice box of a dredge operated by Jeremy Kauffman of Nampa where there was a faint and short plume in the clear water.



"It's just sand," he said.



Kauffman said miners are not opposed to regulation and were happy with the old system overseen by the Idaho Department of Water Resources.



"We don't have a problem with the state rules," he said.



He said dredging is a family pastime much like fishing, another activity he enjoys.



"I've never killed a fish with my dredge but I'm an avid fisherman and I've killed some with my fishing pole," he said.



Crossman said he hopes the protest will let people see what dredging is all about and that it will inspire other miners to fight the government.



"I think we will get more people standing up for their rights," he said.



---



Barker may be contacted at ebarker@lmtribune.com or at (208) 848-2273. Follow him on Twitter @ezebarker.
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		Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; Kowalski, Ed
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		Lidgard, Michael; Godsey, Cindi

		Recipients

		Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov; Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov



FYI…


Tracy


 


From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, July 01, 2014 7:03 AM
To: DeGering, Tracy; DeMaria, Eva; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT article


 


Protests stir up no reaction


By ERIC BARKER of the Tribune | Posted: Tuesday, July 1, 2014 12:00 am 
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Protests stir up no reaction


Suction dredge miners run their gear Monday along the Salmon River near Riggins. Miners from across the West are gathering in Idaho County this week as a protest against Environmental Protection Agency regulations that shut them out of most of the Salmon and Clearwater river basins.



RIGGINS - Miners operating their small suction dredges Monday on the Salmon River in defiance of federal regulations equated their actions with speech protected by the First Amendment.


"Our dredges are our protest signs - it's basically an extension of us," said organizer John Crossman of Boise.


But many of the miners gathering along the Salmon River east of Riggins also took care to cover or remove the license plates from their vehicles to make it harder for Environmental Protection Agency officials to identify and possibly fine them.



About 40 people assembled Monday afternoon at Island Bar and about six of them operated their dredge mines. They hope their modest numbers will swell as the holiday weekend approaches and their protest against an EPA permit hits its peak Friday with a 4 p.m. rally at Riggins City Park.



"I'm hoping by the end of the week we will fill this bar up," Crossman said.



He said people are traveling from Idaho and across the West to attend.



"I came all the way up here from California to support John (Crossman) and his group," said John Ratley of Modesto, Calif., and the field manager of the American Mining Rights Association.



The camp included tents, pickup truck campers and recreational vehicles. A large Gadsden flag with its "Don't Tread on Me" motto waved in the wind and a rebel flag hung from an RV. The camp had a sprinkling of anti-EPA signs.



So far, the miners have met no resistance and said they haven't seen or heard from the EPA. But they are aware they could be cited for running their dredges.



"If somebody gets a ticket, it will have to go to court," said Mike Walker of Fresno, Calif., and a member of the American Mining Rights Association.



In the past, suction dredge miners in Idaho had to get a permit from the state. But last year, the EPA required them to also acquire a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit. That permit is not available in most of the streams that are home to threatened or endangered species like salmon, steelhead and bull trout, streams and rivers on Indian reservations or rivers that are part of the National Wild and Scenic River system. Those regulations effectively banned dredging in most of the streams in the Salmon and Clearwater river basins, as well as several other of the state's watersheds.



The miners contend they are not adding pollution to the streams and rivers they work in and thus do not need the permit. Instead, they said they use the dredges to suck sand and gravel from the river bottom, sort and remove the heavy gold-bearing material and discharge the leftovers back into the water.



Crossman pointed to the water leaving the sluice box of a dredge operated by Jeremy Kauffman of Nampa where there was a faint and short plume in the clear water.



"It's just sand," he said.



Kauffman said miners are not opposed to regulation and were happy with the old system overseen by the Idaho Department of Water Resources.



"We don't have a problem with the state rules," he said.



He said dredging is a family pastime much like fishing, another activity he enjoys.



"I've never killed a fish with my dredge but I'm an avid fisherman and I've killed some with my fishing pole," he said.



Crossman said he hopes the protest will let people see what dredging is all about and that it will inspire other miners to fight the government.



"I think we will get more people standing up for their rights," he said.



---



Barker may be contacted at ebarker@lmtribune.com or at (208) 848-2273. Follow him on Twitter @ezebarker.
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Bundy's fate awaits renegade river miners






Bundy's

 fate awaits renegade river miners

Marty Trillhaase The Lewiston Tribune |



2 comments 






Nearly two years ago, Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy outmaneuvered federal land managers over his failure to pay about $1.1 million in grazing fees.






For the feds, it was a perfect storm. Bundy's supporters were armed and ready to resist federal officers.






The optics presented Bundy as the local rancher being roughhoused by the feds. Plus the federal leadership was green. Both Interior Secretary Sally Jewell and Bureau

 of Land Management Director Neil Kornze were weeks away from the Senate confirming their appointments.






By walking away, federal agents avoided violence - but they emboldened Bundy and others like him.






An apparent offshoot of that tactic played out last summer on the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho. There, in defiance of the Clean Water Act,

 Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., engaged in suction dredge mining operations along a portion of the river critical to threatened steelhead and bull trout.






Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service concluded the operations weren't harmful to fish, the river was off-limits.






Poe guessed right. He could flout the law with seeming impunity. Other than handing out a few letters of non-compliance, the Forest Service avoided a fight.






Somewhere there's a limit, and Bundy's sons, Ammon and Ryan Bundy, just crossed it.






With 20 followers, the Bundy boys sought to hijack local protests over the fate of two Burns, Ore., ranchers, Dwight Hammond and his son, Steven, who are facing prison

 terms for arson.






By occupying the Malheur National Wildlife Refuge, the Bundy-led group sought to spark a rebellion toward forcing the feds to relinquish public lands.






Instead, they found themselves isolated.






Burns residents branded them glory-seeking carpetbaggers.






Harney County Sheriff Dave Ward has told them to leave.






The Mormon church - which counts Bundy among its members - issued a statement disassociating itself from the insurrection.






The Oregon Cattlemen's Association said it "does not support illegal activity taken against the government."






The Malheur Indian Tribe has condemned the action, contending the Bundy group is desecrating sacred ground.






Likewise, people whose sympathies Bundy might expect are leaving him to twist in the wind. As the Associated Press reported, Oath Keepers say he's gone too far. The

 Idaho Statesman's Rocky Barker got the same message from the Three Percent of Idaho.






Back in the first Bundy standoff in 2014, "The feds were coming in there with guns to take a person's private property," Three Percent of Idaho spokesman Chris McIntire

 told Barker. "This time, the Bundy family took it upon themselves to occupy a federal building open to the public."






Clearly, the initiative has passed to a much more seasoned Jewell and Kornze, who have had almost two years to get ready. Time and the elements - if the government

 chooses to cut off electricity and water at the wildlife refuge - are on their side.






Bundy, on the other hand, is likely to face even more public scorn and ridicule. He will be no martyr on the way to the federal courthouse.






All of which might give Poe and his acolytes some pause as they contemplate a return engagement to north central Idaho this summer.






The parallels here are unmistakable.






Poe is an outsider - as were roughly half of the people who notified the state they intended to operate on the South Fork last summer.






He's occupying a public resource.






And this year, the game will be played differently. As the Idaho Conservation League's Jonathan Oppenheimer posted this week, the Forest Service is proposing to allow

 up to 15 suction dredge miners at any one time on the South Fork. Of course, that puts the onus on Poe to play by the rules - file an application, submit plans of operation, get a permit and comply with the regs.






Instigate another standoff on the South Fork and Poe risks enduring Bundy's fate. - M.T.




 




 










			

[image: Forest Service Shield]






			







			

Laura A. Smith




Public Affairs Specialist/Web Manager













			

Forest Service






Nez Perce-Clearwater National Forests













			

p: 208-983-5143




lasmith02@fs.fed.us













			

104 Airport Road




Grangeville, ID 83530


www.fs.usda.gov/nezperceclearwater




[image: http://wwwstatic.fs.usda.gov/images/email/usda-logo.png][image: Twitter Logo][image: Facebook Logo]













			

Caring for the land and serving people
































 




 







image001.png







image002.png







image003.png







image004.png








FW: Lewiston Tribune Article (UNCLASSIFIED)

		From

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE



-----Original Message-----
From: Henrickson, Bruce NWW 
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 3:15 PM
To: Eskildsen, Robert D NWW
Cc: Urbanek, Kelly J NWW; Hampson, Theresa L NWW; Saxon, Joseph B NWW; Dodd, John T NWW
Subject: RE: Lewiston Tribune Article (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

Here it is. It now has 35 comments. Should we put the article (without comments) in our news clips?

Bruce

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

09/02/2015 - Lewiston Tribune - Turnabout Shannon Poe: Suction dredge miners are not public lands gangsters -
http://lmtribune.com/opinion/suction-dredge-miners-are-not-public-lands-gangsters/article_cf120e84-44cc-5f1c-9389-d92aef3f8ad4.html - Subscription only; see text below
By SHANNON POE - 35 COMMENTS

Tribune writer Marty Trillhaase recently wrote an editorial piece about small mining on the South Fork of the Clearwater and attacked me, which was not just factually wrong, but called me a "public lands gangster."

He compared me to Baby Face Nelson, Bonnie and Clyde, Ma Barker and John Dillinger, murderers and bank robbers.

Not only is this highly offensive, but it is deeply slanderous. Seems this editorial writer is taking a page straight out of Saul Alinsky's "Rules for Radicals."

Alinsky writes: "Pick the target, freeze it, personalize it and polarize it."

Alinsky also wrote: "Power is not only what you have but what the enemy thinks you have."

This is what the Environmental Protection Agency uses, power it does not have.

Trillhaase is trying to promote propaganda against small miners on the South Fork of Clearwater by spouting completely false statements concerning the Clean Water Act and states scenarios that are absurd at best.

He states an National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (pollution discharge) permit is required from the EPA to suction dredge, but he fails to mention the fact that the U.S. Supreme Court has already determined that not only does the EPA not have the authority to demand this, they have been told that suction dredging results in "incidental fallback" and "deminimus impact."

A suction dredge works very similar to the way a vacuum cleaner works. It cleans the river by vacuuming up gravels, cleans them and puts them back into the water. Suction dredges are small, typically operate with a lawn mower-sized engine and do not pollute, period.

Incidental fallback is clearly defined in several cases, Tulloch and Tulloch II and the South Florida Water Management District, to name a few.

There are numerous others, but hopefully this man will do some research and attempt to seek out the facts on his own. In a 9-0 ruling by the Supreme Court, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg stated: "If one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not 'added' soup or anything else to the pot."

Suction dredges do not add anything to the waters. They remove the pollutants and other heavy metals, such as gold. There have also been more than a dozen studies, performed by accredited agencies, biologists and independent companies that conclusively prove suction dredging does not harm fish or fish habitat.

Many of these studies have been performed by U.S. government entities, such as the department of fish and game, using taxpayer dollars.

They have all shown "deminimus impact" on anadramous fish and anadramous fish habitat. Several of these studies even show improvements on the fish habitat.

Here are some simple facts about suction dredging:

?Suction dredging removes 98 percent of the mercury from the waters.
?Suction dredging lifts gravels from the river, cleans them and deposits them back into the stream approximately 20 feet to 30 feet from its original location.
?Suction dredging removes nearly 100 percent of the other heavy metals and contaminants from waterways, such as lead, iron, discarded trash and fish hooks.
?Suction dredging loosens concretized gravels, promoting better spawning grounds for fish.
?Suction dredging is not allowed during spawning seasons.
?Suction dredging creates deeper pools in which fish can proliferate with cooler waters and provides cover from preying species.

In California, the leftist-controlled Legislature enacted a moratorium on suction dredging back in 2009 to perform additional studies, even though many, many studies had already conclusively proven suction dredging does not hurt fish or fish habitat.

This moratorium was sponsored, promoted and pushed by a radical environmental group called the Sierra Fund. They received a government grant of more than $5.5 million (your tax money) to dredge with an ineffective dredge under the guise of removing mercury. Their dredge removes 84 percent of the mercury. Modern suction dredges remove 98 percent of the mercury.

They are currently the only entity in California allowed to dredge. Suction dredge permits also provide jobs and boost local economies such as Elk City and Grangeville with the purchase of hardware, food and gasoline. If you are politically aligned with the politicians, you get to dredge with tax money; if you are not, you are demonized, like these two writers have done.

The benefits from allowing small miners to clean the streams is beneficial to the Idaho fisheries. This is why the state of Idaho and the Department of Water Resources has been issuing permits for decades. All of the miners who dredged during this short, one-month season on the South Fork had valid Idaho state permits.

The simple facts are that suction dredging does not and has not killed fish, nor does it adversely affect fish habitat. I urge this man to show any study, ever, in which one fish was killed by a suction dredge.

They can't, because it does not happen. It would appear as though some do not want gold for their computers, cars, iPhones and the space shuttle. Opinions are fine. Propaganda and falsehoods by a newspaper has no place in journalism, and this man should apologize to all the small miners he demonizes.

---
Poe is president of the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif.

----------------
35 comments: (AS OF 2:02 PM 2015-09-02)

yaketyyak posted at 4:05 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 3243
." I urge this man [Marty] to show any study, ever, in which one fish was killed by a suction dredge." Worshippers at the altar of the EPA and global warming do not cite specific studies or proof to make claims. Nor do they write editorials about the huge environmental disaster the EPA unleashed recently in the river in Colorado. They just don't.

davo posted at 5:28 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
Government agencies like the EPA spend trillions of taxpayer dollars and, like here, mostly just make mischief.

newsjunkie posted at 5:45 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
Why is it not surprising that the local teabagging fools now want to take their marching orders from a California man? 

davo posted at 5:32 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
The second day in a row that Marty has received a through b!tch slapping.

davo posted at 5:45 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
↑thorough for the spelling Nazis

newsjunkie posted at 5:36 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
One man with a suction dredge can change the entire channel of the river, and leaving a sediment trail for a mile downriver. Sediment stirred back into the water at a time of year it's not naturally there IS polluting the river. These miners don't own the river. We all own the river, and the dredge miners treat it as if it were there personal property to abuse. The miners think that it's their resource to squander and abuse, but it belongs to everyone. Not just the few who think they have the right to destroy the resource. 

davo posted at 5:50 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
"We all own the river"
He has my permission..

newsjunkie posted at 5:59 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
Of course he does davo. Environmental rape is your thing. 

thetruthhurts posted at 11:56 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 3469
We all own the river.....Really? 
There is something that sits 717 feet high over by Orofino and is pure concrete and responsible for the biggest environmental rape in the area.. blocking fish and elk migration, ruining the eco system, changing the down stream hydrodynamics and natural temperture fluxations and causing loss of use for recreation.....Dworshak Dam.
I don't think that the 'people' own it....The Army does.

newsjunkie posted at 1:22 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
little mikey says "I deny reality, and substitute my own!" ...and he's proud of it. 

crazyjake posted at 9:04 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7732
"We all own the river"
"however, you have to do what I want with it....because I know best...."
There, I finished your sentence for you newskajerkoffie boy/girl.....

libby posted at 7:11 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 5022
Normally I would look up the claims by the opinion writer......however in this case I "KNOW" that Shannon Poe is absolutely right on every point.........because the guy that is always wrong disputes every claim made by Poe. 
The Supreme Court might be smarter then you nj......if it was a bi-partisan vote....you might have a valid argument. However it was 9-0......you loose!!!!!!!

davo posted at 8:04 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
Which makes him/her a "looser"

crazyjake posted at 9:05 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7732
(icons only: thumbs up and some sort of yellow face icon)

newsjunkie posted at 1:23 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
Wrong again libby. The court upheld mining rights, not the right to dredge riverbeds. 
#HTH 

newsjunkie posted at 5:42 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
Shannon is completely full of it.
"Suction dredging removes 98 percent of the mercury from the waters."
No Shannon, no it doesn't.
"Suction dredging lifts gravels from the river, cleans them and deposits them back into the stream approximately 20 feet to 30 feet from its original location."
Yep, and this is a bad thing. Because the sediment that is put back into the water column only fills in the gravel beds downstream, ruining them as fish habitat, and causes the very 'concretion' that Shannon claims to be alleviating.
"Suction dredging removes nearly 100 percent of the other heavy metals and contaminants from waterways, such as lead, iron, discarded trash and fish hooks."
No Shannon. No they don't. They just don't.
"Suction dredging loosens concretized gravels, promoting better spawning grounds for fish."
No shannon. What suction dredging does is suspend the solids so they can cause more 'concretion' down stream from the miner.
"Suction dredging is not allowed during spawning seasons."
So why do we see you guys out there year around anyway?
"Suction dredging creates deeper pools in which fish can proliferate with cooler waters and provides cover from preying species."
If a dredger is making a pool so deep as to change the water temperature, then they are destroying the riverbed in an unnatural way.
Shannon is an environmental rapist. Plain and simple. He has ZERO respect for the river, the local wildlife, and for anything other than his obsession with gold. He thinks he has the right to harm a natural ecosystem and endangered fish runs for his selfish and generally unprofitable hobby. 

davo posted at 5:59 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
↑Quit spamming the forum junkie! You don't own it. It belong to all of us.

suess posted at 6:46 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 571
 Davo

thetruthhurts posted at 11:59 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 3469
Yes it does nj.....It just does! 

rustyzipper posted at 6:48 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 9556
Now the local expert on pond slime has become the "goto know it all" on river mining! Poe came prepared with facts and figures to back up his industries work with river suction dredging and nj brought .......... nothing And no one here is taking 'marching orders' from a California man. I and others just happen to agree with his assessment which has been very thought out, investigated, and proven. Those on the left are accustomed to being followers and sheeple so they are quite familiar with the concept.

suess posted at 7:00 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 571
"Shannon is an environmental rapist" He's probably an environmental racist too. 

davo posted at 7:22 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
He's probably a "teabagging fool" as well.

rustyzipper posted at 7:36 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 9556
He is probably a stalker also. 

libby posted at 7:53 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 5022
I can't believe the left and nj aren't attacking this:
 In a 9-0 ruling by the Supreme Court, Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg stated: "If one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not 'added' soup or anything else to the pot."
I mean how dare these "tea-bagging fools" legislate from the bench! 

clearwater1950 posted at 9:14 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 27
While the question of actual in-stream impacts may still be awaiting clear scientific study and quantification (as to whether or not it is harmful and to what degree)....the bottom line is that the dredge miners are flaunting current law. The author completely sidesteps the real issue and deflects the argument to the scientific question. Also, he misrepresents current court decisions/direction. The Government was simply told to more precisely figure out the impacts so that permits could be granted for small, in-stream dredging operations that adequately protect the public's waterways. The author's argument reminds me of the justification arguments made by those who drive their ATV's on closed trails and roads. They too argue that their use on these closed routes "have no effect on the environment". Yet..it is against the law...~. 

suess posted at 9:47 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 571
The combination of activist judges and the precautionary principle are driving us back to the stone age.

bdkolstad posted at 10:41 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 3402
I'm driving back to the stone age in my new Tesla!

suess posted at 10:49 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 571
I bet you are!

newsjunkie posted at 1:25 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
If the courts were taking us back to the stone age you teabagging fools wouldn't be whining about it. That's where you guys want things to be. 

bdkolstad posted at 9:33 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 3402
You should really write for the Tribune, clearwater1950. Your posts are thoughtful, logical and clearly written. Thanks!
BK

davo posted at 10:45 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7512
 ↑ Yes clearwater's writing is at least as good as the LMT's fine stable of op ed writers like Marty and the other assorted washed up old lefties that wax poetically about the good old days.

crazyjake posted at 10:48 am on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 7732
I agree Mr. Koltsad.....I don't often agree with what clearwater has to say.....but the manner in which he presents his case is logical and concise....I take into consideration what he says...... 

rustyzipper posted at 12:21 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 9556
Mr. Koltsad 

newsjunkie posted at 1:26 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 17512
The trolls are out in full force today alright. 

rustyzipper posted at 1:39 pm on Wed, Sep 2, 2015.
Posts: 9556
As davo has observed, "junkie is what we call an internet "troll" :
"A member of an internet forum who continually harangues and harasses others. He has nothing worthwhile to add to a conversation. Trolls love to think every member of the forum is talking about them and thrive when you respond in any way positive or negative. Trolls often go by multiple names to circumvent getting banned. Never take them seriously."
"The four reasons trolls post.
1) attention
2) power
3 ) revenge
4) feeling inadequate
The first one is easy. Anyone who has had children observes that if child cannot receive positive attention, he or she will seek negative attention. The same with trolls. Trolls feel they only count when they are running the show. One of the symptoms of this disorder are high post counts. A troll will always attempt to have the last word. Let them. Responding with another post does little good and only feeds into the power struggle. You have to take kind but firm action. Refuse to respond to trolls. It is absolutely the only action you can take that trolls will understand. A troll who flames others feel they have been hurt and have a desire to “get even.” Never respond to a flame in any way but with silence. The feeling of inadequacy can be an escape for a discouraged troll, so Inadequate trolls may brag, boast or spar with you. They are completely unwilling to try new ideas. Any retaliation only feeds into the established pattern. Again the solution is silence until the troll understands that only civil behavior will be rewarded with a response..


>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

-----Original Message-----
From: Eskildsen, Robert D NWW 
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 10:43 AM
To: Henrickson, Bruce NWW
Cc: Urbanek, Kelly J NWW; Hampson, Theresa L NWW
Subject: Lewiston Tribune Article

Bruce,

Can you send me, Kelly and Theresa this full article, with the 23 comments, when you have a min -- separate from the news clips.  Thanks.


http://lmtribune.com/opinion/suction-dredge-miners-are-not-public-lands-gangsters/article_cf120e84-44cc-5f1c-9389-d92aef3f8ad4.html 

Robert D. Eskildsen, Jr.
Assistant District Counsel
Walla Walla District
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
509-527-7708

Attorney-Client Privilege
Do not forward outside USACE or release under FOIA



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE





FW: Media monitoring: Lewiston Tribune Letters to Editor re suction mining. (UNCLASSIFIED)

		From

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

This is continued response and online comments to the Trillhaase editorial 

-----Original Message-----
From: Henrickson, Bruce NWW 
Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 3:23 PM
To: Eskildsen, Robert D NWW; Urbanek, Kelly J NWW; Hampson, Theresa L NWW
Cc: Saxon, Joseph B NWW; Dodd, John T NWW
Subject: Media monitoring: Lewiston Tribune Letters to Editor re suction mining. (UNCLASSIFIED)

Classification: UNCLASSIFIED
Caveats: NONE

FYSA re responses to Poe's column. I'm including 9 comments though some are not about suction mining. As Kelly asked previously, we will not put these in our news clips.

John, please continue to monitor this issue including letters to the editor. Send them to me so that I can consider forwarding to Robert, Kelly and Theresa. Do not put these in news clips. Thanks.

Bruce

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

09/05/2015 - Lewiston Tribune - Sept. 6 Letters to the Editor, Part 1 (excerpts re suction mining) -
http://lmtribune.com/opinion/letters/sept-letters-to-the-editor-part/article_0922dd42-9aeb-5b20-bf7c-1d4e69a96721.html - 9 comments (not all are about suction mining since there was a "McMorris Rodgers misled" letter to editor in same batch)

Reinforcing miners' rights

You gave Marty Trillhaase a showcase to evangelize in the Aug. 17 Opinion page. ...

In the face of what has become a tyrannical federal government's (Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service) overreach, miners in the American West are finally gathering together to reinforce property rights and the historical and current laws of the United States. ...

Jim Karl

Tumbling Dice Gold Mining Co., Coeur d' Alene

----------------------
Give Poe a chance


Please do the right thing and allow Shannon Poe the opportunity to share the facts, opinions and views of the recreational suction miners of Idaho. The recent commentary posted in your paper was full of offensive and false information.

Bret Felter, Malad

Editor's note: Poe's Turnabout column was published Wednesday.

---------------------------
Opinion lacked facts

The lack of thought and research on the part of the author on suction dredging in the opinion page on Aug. 17 is appalling. ...

First of all, and correct me if I'm wrong, but weren't the gangsters in question brought about in a Great Depression brought about by a government action called the stock market failing?

Now we have rogue and over-permitting government agencies trying to keep us out of the water at all costs.

As for Shannon Poe, I know him personally and he is no gangster. Rather, he is a person who is really tired of all this B.S. brought about by all these environmental and government groups working together - much like myself. ...

I personally have had a consultation process going on for almost three years with the U.S. Forest Service for the Environmental Protection Agency's National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit, but to no avail.

After calling them almost every month for three - count 'em, three - years, they can't even find my paperwork.

Now the Forest Service wants to impose another permit on us to take another two to three years for another consultation in which they tell us we can only dredge 150 of our claims. ...

Get your facts straight before writing something about which you have no knowledge or experience about.

The only people who should be outraged are the miners . ...

Stick to your little nature hikes and your wine tasting. Leave the miners, dredgers and rivers alone.

Ron Miller

President, Rocky Mountain Mining, Stites

------------
COMMENTS

davo posted at 12:54 am on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 7567
 "ignoring the fact that less than 3 percent of this energy comes from the lower Snake River dams."

This is the stock "red herring" the breachers love to throw out ignoring the indispensable role Little Goose, Lower Granite, Ice Harbor and Lower Monumental dams play in the overall mission of the Federal Columbia River Power system. Better to remain silent and be thought a fool than to speak out and remove all doubt Linwood Laughy..

newsjunkie posted at 3:06 am on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 17640
Remember, davo is a piano tuner. He has no background in biology or science what so ever. 

bdkolstad posted at 7:48 am on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 3509
Either do I, but I did stay at a Holiday Inn Express once. Oh, and Google, and a degree from a world-class college. Go Warriors!

newsjunkie posted at 11:17 am on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 17640
Worriors? What school is that BK?
(sorry, couldn't help it....I'm UI and WSU) 

rustyzipper posted at 12:29 pm on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 9636
nj, you are typical of the new generation of young students brought up on cell phones and electronics. You can't read, you can't comprehend. and you certainly can't spell as exhibited by "Worriors"!!! Libby was surely right when he said you failed college and can't hold a meaningful job. And I bet you don't even look a person in the eye when carrying on a conversation. Sad, pretty sad!!! 

newsjunkie posted at 9:47 pm on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 17640
I spelled it the same way BK did dipshit. 

sasquatch posted at 12:25 pm on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 308
The miners wanting to fall back on the mining law from the 1800's need to remember or educated on that the Nez Perce Treaty of 1855 precedes this mining law and is still considered "Law of the land". The "Right to fish at all usual and accustomed areas" is in the document. And if resources are damaged and fish are no longer accessible (i.e. damaging salmon habitat via. suction dredging) then this is a violation of Federal Law. Lamprey are also in danger, and the juveniles live in the sediment of the tributaries and streams these miners want to target. Pacific lamprey are very close to being listed under the endangered species act. Dredging only makes it worse.

ferro posted at 3:18 pm on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 6748
Apparently suction dredge miners are self serving whiny little girls who think the rules shouldn't apply to them...Explains so much. 

truth posted at 6:19 pm on Sun, Sep 6, 2015.
Posts: 888
The earth is one big ecosystem. It's alive, literally, and when humans poison life....globally, everything is thrown off balance. Mother Earth is sick and if you want to know why, check out geoengineeringwatch.org and become enlightened. Couldn't hurt, and it might help.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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FW: here's the video of the slide - warning some foul language

		From

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Perhaps you have already seen this video 

Slide happened Thurs Feb 18 - State Hwy 14 - the road to Elk City.  SF Clearwater ....Supposedly this slide is right on one of AMRA's claim spots on the river.


https://www.facebook.com/londa.edwards/videos/10201324941601356/


https://www.facebook.com/bigcountrynewsconnection/






LMT article

		From

		Jonathan Oppenheimer

		To

		DeGering, Tracy; DeMaria, Eva; Werntz, James

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; DeMaria.Eva@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov









        

    Protests stir up no reaction


    

    

        

    By ERIC BARKER of the Tribune | Posted: Tuesday, July 1, 2014 12:00 am
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                    Protests stir up no reaction




                    Suction dredge miners run their 

gear Monday along the Salmon River near Riggins. Miners from across the 

West are gathering in Idaho County this week as a protest against 

Environmental Protection Agency regulations that shut them out of most 

of the Salmon and Clearwater river basins.


            

                

        


    RIGGINS - Miners operating their small suction dredges Monday on 

the Salmon River in defiance of federal regulations equated their 

actions with speech protected by the First Amendment.


"Our dredges are our protest signs - it's basically an extension of us," said organizer John Crossman of Boise.




    

            

                But many of the miners gathering along the Salmon 

River east of Riggins also took care to cover or remove the license 

plates from their vehicles to make it harder for Environmental 

Protection Agency officials to identify and possibly fine them.




            


        

            

                About 40 people assembled Monday afternoon at Island 

Bar and about six of them operated their dredge mines. They hope their 

modest numbers will swell as the holiday weekend approaches and their 

protest against an EPA permit hits its peak Friday with a 4 p.m. rally 

at Riggins City Park.




            


        

            

                "I'm hoping by the end of the week we will fill this bar up," Crossman said.




            


        

            

                He said people are traveling from Idaho and across the West to attend.




            


        

            

                "I came all the way up here from California to 

support John (Crossman) and his group," said John Ratley of Modesto, 

Calif., and the field manager of the American Mining Rights Association.




            


        

            

                The camp included tents, pickup truck campers and 

recreational vehicles. A large Gadsden flag with its "Don't Tread on Me"

 motto waved in the wind and a rebel flag hung from an RV. The camp had a

 sprinkling of anti-EPA signs.




            


        

            

                So far, the miners have met no resistance and said 

they haven't seen or heard from the EPA. But they are aware they could 

be cited for running their dredges.




            


        

            

                "If somebody gets a ticket, it will have to go to 

court," said Mike Walker of Fresno, Calif., and a member of the American

 Mining Rights Association.




            


        

            

                In the past, suction dredge miners in Idaho had to 

get a permit from the state. But last year, the EPA required them to 

also acquire a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit. 

That permit is not available in most of the streams that are home to 

threatened or endangered species like salmon, steelhead and bull trout, 

streams and rivers on Indian reservations or rivers that are part of the

 National Wild and Scenic River system. Those regulations effectively 

banned dredging in most of the streams in the Salmon and Clearwater 

river basins, as well as several other of the state's watersheds.




            


        

            

                The miners contend they are not adding pollution to 

the streams and rivers they work in and thus do not need the permit. 

Instead, they said they use the dredges to suck sand and gravel from the

 river bottom, sort and remove the heavy gold-bearing material and 

discharge the leftovers back into the water.




            


        

            

                Crossman pointed to the water leaving the sluice box 

of a dredge operated by Jeremy Kauffman of Nampa where there was a faint

 and short plume in the clear water.




            


        

            

                "It's just sand," he said.




            


        

            

                Kauffman said miners are not opposed to regulation 

and were happy with the old system overseen by the Idaho Department of 

Water Resources.




            


        

            

                "We don't have a problem with the state rules," he said.




            


        

            

                He said dredging is a family pastime much like fishing, another activity he enjoys.




            


        

            

                "I've never killed a fish with my dredge but I'm an avid fisherman and I've killed some with my fishing pole," he said.




            


        

            

                Crossman said he hopes the protest will let people 

see what dredging is all about and that it will inspire other miners to 

fight the government.




            


        

            

                "I think we will get more people standing up for their rights," he said.




            


        

            

                ---




            


        

            

                Barker may be contacted at ebarker@lmtribune.com or at (208) 848-2273. Follow him on Twitter @ezebarker.




            


        

    







McCoy Creek

		From

		Golart, Aaron

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov







Tracy,




I’d expect I know the answer, but did Mr. Poe receive an NPDES Permit to dredge on McCoy Creek in Eastern Idaho?




Thanks,




Aaron
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RUMBLE ON THE RIVER
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Poe responds to LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Werntz, James; Kenknight, Jeff; Lidgard, Michael; Mugleston, Darin; MacIntyre, Mark

		Cc

		Godsey, Cindi; Martich, Tara; Szalay, Endre

		Recipients

		Werntz.James@epa.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov; Mugleston.Darin@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov; Martich.Tara@epa.gov; Szalay.Endre@epa.gov



Attached is a piece written by Shannon Poe, in response to the 8/17/15 Lewiston Tribune editorial, “The law's being broken; where are the cops?” (see messages below).  Mr. Poe confuses CWA §402 with CWA §404, and the exemptions under each.

 

I shared a copy with the Corps as well.

 

 

Tracy DeGering

 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402

e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744

 

For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit

 

 

From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:51 AM
To: Holsman, Marianne; Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

He is the Lewiston Tribune Editorial Page Editor.   J

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:48 AM
To: Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Thanks Jim. Who is Marty (the author), do we know? 

 

Marianne

 

From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 9:34 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

This editorial was picked up and published by the Idaho Statesman yesterday.   Jim

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:46 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim

 

James H. Werntz

Director, EPA-Idaho Operations

950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900

Boise, Idaho   83702

(208) 378-5743

 

From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

 

Jim and Jeff-

I wanted to make sure you saw this.

thanks,

jonathan

The law's being broken; where are the cops?

By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 

Bonnie and Clyde.

John Dillinger.

Donnie "Ma" Barker.

George "Baby Face" Nelson.

They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.

But they knew better.

They robbed banks.

They broke the law.

They were gangsters.

Now, we have a new breed of gangster

A public lands gangster.

The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.

You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.

Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.

Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.

Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.

Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.

But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.

Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.

But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?

Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.

But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.

"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."

Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.

"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.

Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.

Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.

Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.

For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.

Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.

Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?

Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?

Of course not.

You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.

But Poe is getting special treatment.

"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.

Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?

Not the Forest Service.

Not the EPA. 

 

- - - - -

 

Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505

http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 
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RE: [EXTERNAL] 

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW

		Recipients

		Kelly.J.Urbanek@usace.army.mil



Thanks for letting me know; I wasn’t aware.


 


Part 3: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYrJsjrOdMw&app=desktop


 


 


From: Urbanek, Kelly J NWW [mailto:Kelly.J.Urbanek@usace.army.mil] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 02, 2015 12:03 PM
To: DeGering, Tracy
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] 




 


I thought Part 3 was uploaded as well?



 



Also there is an article from Poe in Lewiston Tribune. I get to it because subscription needed.  



 



Kelly



 



Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.



			From: DeGering, Tracy



Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 3:36 PM



To: Urbanek, Kelly J NWW



Subject: [EXTERNAL] 










 


AMRA Video Part 2: Blockedhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4q_nV0Ndf8


 


 






RE: Article requests

		From

		Godsey, Cindi

		To

		Scott Harn

		Cc

		Doyle, Liz

		Recipients

		scott@icmj.com; Doyle.Liz@epa.gov



Scott,


 


Thank you for the articles.


 


Cindi



 


From: Scott Harn [mailto:scott@icmj.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 12:43 PM
To: Godsey, Cindi
Subject: Article requests




 


Liz called earlier and requested a few articles. I’ve attached them below.


 


Scott


 


____________________________________________________________________


 


Scott Harn


Editor/Publisher


 


ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal


PO Box 2260, Aptos, CA 95001


PHONE (831) 479-1500 •  FAX (831) 479-4385


scott@icmj.com


www.icmj.com


 


The most comprehensive and respected gold prospecting magazine on the market.


Published monthly since 1931.  Available in print and online.


____________________________________________________________________


 


Excerpted from Legislative and Regulatory Update (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


Legislative and Regulatory Update
by Scott Harn


• EPA gets caught


As we reported in this column over the past several issues, the EPA published a revised definition of Waters of the United States (WOTUS) in an attempt to expand their control from navigable waterways to all waters—even seasonal washes, ponds and ditches. This would result in costly consultations and restrictions on farmers, ranchers, home builders, miners, and any other entity or person who wished to improve their property on or near a waterway.


 


Now the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has jumped into the fray, and hopefully some heads will roll.
 


The committee obtained correspondence between the Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA that proves the EPA was ignoring science and pushing their environmental agenda as they pushed for the rule change.
 


“Corps data to EPA has been selectively applied out of context and mixes terminology and disparate data sets,” said General John Peabody in a memo to the assistant secretary of the army. “In the Corps judgment, these documents contain numerous inappropriate assumptions with no connection to the data provided, misapplied data, analytical deficiencies and logical inconsistencies.”
 


Another memo states a review of the draft final rule by the Corps found the rule “continues to depart significantly from the version provided for public comment, and that the Corps’ recommendations related to our most serious concerns have gone unaddressed. The rule’s contradictions with legal principles generate multiple legal and technical consequences that, in the view of the Corps, would be fatal to the rule in its current form.”
 


Memos from the Army Corps show that they were so upset about the false information used to justify the rule they asked the EPA to remove the Army Corps name and logo from all documents relating to the rule.
 


While the EPA claimed over one million comments were received and 87.1 percent of those were in support of the rule, the vast majority of comments were form letters the agency solicited from favorable groups. According to the New York Times, the EPA partnered with the Sierra Club and others to promote “clean water” on Facebook, Twitter, and through mass emails and videos. Only 2 percent of the comments received were unique, and of those, 61 percent were against the rule. 
 


The final WOTUS rule was published on June 29, 2015. Since that time, over 70 plaintiffs have filed lawsuits against the EPA in eight federal district courts, including 29 state attorney generals, and petitions for review have been filed in eight circuit courts of appeal.
 


The rule is scheduled to begin on August 28, 2015, unless a court or Congress blocks it or it is withdrawn by the EPA.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]


© ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal, CMJ Inc. See Terms of Use for more information.


 



 


Retired Geologist Warned Public of Pending EPA Disaster (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


Retired Geologist Warned Public of Pending EPA Disaster
by Scott Harn


The inspector general for the Environmental Protection Agency is investigating the cause of a massive spill from an abandoned Colorado gold mine that unleashed 3 million gallons of contaminated wastewater into rivers that supply water to at least three states.


 


The inspector general’s office said the investigation will also focus on the EPA’s response to the August 5 spill from the defunct Gold King Mine near Silverton, Colorado.
 


EPA and contract workers unleashed 3 million gallons of contaminated wastewater as they excavated near the adit of the abandoned mine. The spill released heavy metals such as arsenic, cadmium, lead and mercury into a tributary of the Animas River, turning the river sickly yellow and raising concerns about long-term environmental damage.
 


The spill affected rivers that supply water for drinking, recreation and irrigation in Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah, as well as the Navajo Nation.
[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/201509/35-EPA-Gold-King-spill.jpg]


 


A diluted toxic plume reached Lake Powell, a huge reservoir 300 miles downstream that feeds the Colorado River and supplies water to the Southwest.
 


The inspector general’s office said the investigation comes in response to a congressional request.
 


Lawmakers from both parties have criticized the EPA’s response as slow and overly cautious. Leaders of oversight committees in both the House and Senate say they are planning hearings after Congress returns from its August recess.
 


EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy traveled to Colorado and New Mexico last week following bipartisan pressure from congressional delegations in the two states. Lawmakers from Utah, Arizona and other Western states also have blasted the EPA for a response many call insufficient.
 


“Among the most basic and simple questions that Coloradans want answered after the Gold King Mine spill are, ‘What is in the water?’ and ‘Is it safe?’” said Senator Michael Bennet, D-Colorado.
 


Bennet called the EPA’s initial response to the spill “too slow and inadequate” and said testing for water quality and sediment levels was proceeding too slowly.
 


The EPA initially downplayed the spill, claiming water tests were being conducted downstream and there was no immediate harm. There was no public notice until approximately 24 hours after the incident. 
 


The EPA estimated the size of the spill at one million gallons, but the US Geological Survey stepped in to measure the spill over several hours with a stream gauge, and calculated the spill at over 3,043,000 gallons.
 


Officials in Colorado, Utah, New Mexico and Arizona issued warnings to avoid the contaminated water as it made its way down the Animas River to the San Juan River and eventually to the Colorado River and Arizona’s Lake Powell.
[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/201509/36-EPA-Gold-King-spill.jpg]


Retired geologist Dave Taylor of Farmington, New Mexico, predicted the disaster in a letter published by the Silverton Standard a week before it occurred. Taylor’s letter stated,
 


I came to Silverton this summer to enjoy my retirement, appreciate nature and prospect the mountains for unique minerals. I came here to enjoy a simple life with no TV and no politics, but unfortunately, that has changed. Your EPA dilemma has caused my blood to boil.
 


Based on my 47 years experience as a professional geologist, it appears to me that the EPA is setting your town and the area up for a possible Superfund blitzkrieg.
 


In regards to your meeting with the EPA on June 23, Mr. Hestmark’s (EPA representative) statement “we don’t have an agenda” is either ignorant naivety or an outright falsehood. I am certain Mr. Hestmark’s hydrologists have advised him what’s going to happen when the Red & Bonita portals [are] plugged and the “grand experiment” begins with unknown and foreseeable results and possible negative consequences.
 


Here’s the scenario that will occur based on my experience:
 


Following the plugging, the exfiltrating water will be retained behind the bulkheads, accumulating at a rate of approximately 500 gallons per minute. As the water backs up, it will begin filling all connected mine workings and bedrock voids and fractures. As the water level inside the workings continues to rise, it will accumulate head pressure at a rate of 1 PSI per each 2.31 feet of vertical rise.
 


As the water continues to migrate through and fill interconnected workings, the pressure will increase. Eventually, without a doubt, the water will find a way out and will exfiltrate uncontrollably through connected abandoned shafts, drifts, raises, fractures, and possibly from talus on the hillsides. Initially it will appear that the miracle fix is working.


“Hallelujah.”
 


But make no mistake, within seven to 120 days all of the 500 gpm flow will return to Cement Creek. Contamination may actually increase due to disturbance and flushing action within the workings.
 


The “grand experiment” in my opinion will fail. And guess what Mr. Hestmark will say then?
 


Gee, ‘Plan A’ didn’t work so I guess we will have to build a treatment plant at a cost to taxpayers of $100 million to $500 million (who knows).
 


Reading between the lines, I believe that has been EPA’s plan all along. The proposed Red & Bonita plugging plan has been their way of getting a foot in the door to justify their hidden agenda for construction of a treatment plant.
 


After all, with a budget of $8.2 billion and 17,000 employees, the EPA needs new, big projects to feed the beast and justify their existence.
 


I would recommend that anyone who owns a home, property water well or spring in the Cement Creek drainage take water samples ASAP to protect themselves from groundwater changes that may be caused by the EPA plugging operation.
 


God bless America, God bless Silverton, Colorado, and God protect us from the EPA.


—Dave Taylor, Farmington


 


Taylor’s letter refers to Martin Hestmark, who is the assistant regional administrator for EPA Region 8.
 


EPA Administrator McCarthy held a press conference in Durango following the spill, but so far has refused to offer an explanation as to how or why the incident occurred. 
 


The contractor who was working at the site was identified by several media outlets as Environmental Restoration out of Missouri. The company has been awarded $381 million in federal contracts since October 2007 according to online records at USAspending.gov.
 


The Gold King mine wasn’t a Superfund cleanup site, but the EPA had been lobbying for that designation for many years.
 


They may have just found a way to get that Superfund designation and the money Hestmark was hoping for.


_______________


 


Photos provided by the EPA. Article contributions by Matthew Daly, Associated Press.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]


© ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal, CMJ Inc. See Terms of Use for more information.


 



 


AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho
by Shannon Poe


Last year, the American Mining Rights Association (AMRA) went to Idaho and dredged for two weeks on their claim on the South Fork of the Clearwater River in opposition to the EPA illegally demanding an National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or face a $37,500 per day fine. We were threatened with jail, fines of over a half a million dollars, and typical government intimidation to stop something the EPA had no right to require. We responded with the law—court cases that show they do not have authority to require a NPDES permit—and we did not back down. We have not heard from the EPA since last year.
 


The simple truth about suction dredging is there is no requirement to obtain a “pollutant discharge permit” as suction dredges do not pollute. In fact, they clean the waterways of 98% of the mercury and nearly 100% of the lead and other heavy trash in the rivers. They create healthy fish habitat by loosening the gravels fish love to live in and deeper pools where small fish can hide and live in cooler waters more conducive to growth. Study after study has been completed, mostly with taxpayer funds, and have conclusively proven suction dredging is not deleterious to fish and fish habitat. But, as we all know, political ideology seems to trump common sense and factual science when dealing with those who oppose suction dredging and small miners in general. Albert Einstein coined the phrase, “Doing something over and over again expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” It is insanity to keep spending millions of taxpayer dollars on studies that all show the same results.
 


If there is no addition of a pollutant, section 404 of the Clean Water Act does not apply. This was clarified by the “pot of soup” theory described in South Florida Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsberg quoted the above case in a 9-0 decision in Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
 


Bader-Ginsberg put it like this, “[i]f one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not ‘added’ soup or anything else to the pot.”
 


Suction gold dredges to not pollute. They move gravels, after cleaning them, a short distance without adding anything to what was already within the waterway.
 


I arrived in Idaho on July 16, a 23 hour journey of 900 miles, a day after dredging season opened on the SF Clearwater. I was amazed to see about 20 miners already there and dredging on our claims and on their own claims, which had not seen a dredge since the EPA started their intimidation tactics several years ago. (Last year, there were only three dredges in the water, all AMRA members and staff.) Every one of the miners this year said they were there because AMRA showed them you can stand up to a tyrannical government and they wanted to support us. 
 


We were prepared for the EPA if they showed up, but they never did. I was running my 6” dredge that was necked down to a 5” since Idaho restricts the nozzle size to five inches on this river. On my dredge with me was my buddy Brandon Rinehart, the same Brandon Rinehart whose federal preemption suction dredge case in California is now going to the California Supreme Court.
 


Brandon and I started in the center of the river in about 14” of water, just downstream from where I dredged last year, punched to bedrock about 5’ down and opened up our hole. We started working our way to the bank below the road and within 5 hours, hit the old river channel and started seeing gold in almost every bedrock crack. We had clear water, shallow ground and great gold—all was going perfectly. As our hole was being enlarged, fish soon showed up and were feeding constantly from near our nozzle each time we stirred up some food, and they were also off the back of the dredge waiting for some tiny morsel to go through the sluice. Each morning, the dredge hole had no less than 50 fish loving the cool, deep hole and added cover where previously there was none.
 


We dredged for six straight days and filled a few bottles with gold. On the seventh day, Brandon and I were underwater thinking about lunch and how we were going to move a huge boulder when we heard the “pahloop” sound of a rock being tossed in the water near us. We popped up and there were several of our mining buddies who were standing there, all talking at the same time with fervor. We managed to ascertain a Forest Service officer had arrived and was claiming we were a fire hazard and had to shut down. Yes, that was the claim.
 


We came out of the water and read the notice handed to us. It was called the “Hoot Owl” restriction and the officer stated we had to shut our dredges down at 1pm in the afternoon because it was an “off road activity” and posed a fire hazard. 
 


How is a modern dredge, complete with the latest spark arresters situated 49 feet out in the middle of a 112-foot wide river a fire danger? Obviously we were dealing with an ideology and not any kind of common sense. The notice stated we could have a generator with the same type of engine in our camp as long as the ground was cleared for three feet around it, but we couldn’t have the same engine out in a river after 1pm. The notice was also obviously written for the loggers, timber cutters and firewood folks, but the USFS decided this also applied to the small miners dredging in the middle of the river.
 


We immediately shut down and drove to the county seat in Grangeville and met with the County Commissioners, and one in particular, Jim Chmelik, the County Commissioner who was on the bank of the river standing in support of AMRA last year along with Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Idaho. We then called Senator Nuxoll and other Idaho Representatives, and then had a sit down with the Sheriff’s Department.
 


Sheriff Doug Giddings has long supported the miners and clearly understands the political ideology behind this push to shut down dredging. We spent 1.5 hours with the Sheriff’s department and were informed that if we continued to have problems with the USFS, to call them. We provided them with copies of the 2810 USFS regulations relating to mining and the laws surrounding the USFS authority. We then went public on our social media and unleashed the AMRA members and supporters to call the USFS and voice their displeasure over this absurd hypocrisy. We left messages with the USFS Supervisor that if they were going to ban dredges, they would be required to ban all of the jet boat tours and commercial entities on the Salmon River as well. They apparently had not considered this. We even drove to the USFS main office in Grangeville, but nobody in an supervisor capacity would speak with us. After hours of calls and meetings, we called the USFS back and managed to get someone to talk to us. He stated, “This notice does not apply to suction dredges and we apologize for the confusion. Now, would you please call off your dogs, my phone has been blowing up all morning.”
 


This is what can be accomplished when people stand together against ideology, make phone calls, and work together when they see something that is fundamentally wrong. We had thought this would end the harassment of the miners so we went back to the river, informed all the miners what the outcome was, and after many high fives and whoops, we started dredging again the next morning.
 


Brandon and I jumped in the water first thing the next morning and were in some really good color when again we heard the “pahloop” sound from someone tossing rocks to get our attention. We popped up and there were miners in their wetsuits talking all at one time again. What is it this time?
 


We were told there was a Forest Service geologist named Clint Hughes shutting down all suction dredging on the river for not having a Plan of Operations (aptly named POO) for suction dredging. Stunning was all that came to mind.


Dave, the miner who Mr. Hughes first approached downstream, told me Mr. Hughes told him when he stopped his dredge, “You guys found a way around the fire restrictions, but this is how we are going to get you out of the water now.” 
 


We came out of the water and drove 400 yards back to camp. Mr. Hughes was standing in front of his USFS Jeep Compass and we immediately fired up the video camera. I proceeded to ask Mr. Hughes what his background and training was. He seemed quite proud, stating he had a Master’s degree in geology and he was the man who enforced all mining-related activities on this river. He clearly believed he was the smartest man on the river that day. I asked him what authority he had to require a Plan for suction dredging and he mumbled the 1897 law that formed the USFS. When pressed for exactly what regulation or law he believed he had which would require us to obtain a POO, he claimed it is the ESA or Endangered Species Act. He also stated this has been in place since 1990. 
 


“So, this has been around for 25 years according to you, but you are just now going to enforce it?” I asked.


“Yes,” he replied.
 


I informed Mr. Hughes that I was the owner of the mining claim he was standing on and as a real property owner, as determined by the Supreme Court, I would like him to call the Sheriff to represent me in this criminal matter. 


Mr. Hughes stated, “This isn’t a criminal matter. It is a civil matter.”
 


I asked Mr. Hughes if he was a federal agent of the USFS and he said yes. For clarification, I asked if he was telling us he was enforcing a federal regulatory issue in a federal capacity, yet telling us it is a civil matter. He again answered yes. Obviously, wherever Mr. Hughes obtained his Master’s degree, he didn’t learn the difference between civil and criminal matters. Again, I demanded he call the Sheriff’s department and he responded, “I don’t know how to use the radio.” 
 


We can’t even make this stuff up folks—he really did say that. After getting him to confirm that he would not call the Sheriff, we sent one of the miners to Elk City and he called the Sheriff’s department who immediately dispatched Undersheriff Jim Gorges, whom Mike and I met with the day prior and another deputy. 
 


Mr. Hughes was obviously shaken by our interaction and we are quite confident he assumed we were all missing teeth, long-haired, uneducated, backwoods miners who would immediately become submissive. That didn’t happen, and Mr. Hughes left our camp for 45 minutes to gather himself. When he returned, the Undersheriff Gorges and his deputy had just arrived. We briefed Gorges and his deputy of what had transpired and Gorges told Mr. Hughes, “These miners have come a long way to dredge their mining claims. They have valid Idaho dredge permits and I am sending them back into the water.”
 


We read in a local paper up there that the Forest Service decided not to pursue this issue with dredgers for the remainder of the season, but did state they are going to pursue the regulations to restrict the number of dredges which will be “allowed to dredge” next year on the South Fork of the Clearwater. We will see about that.
 


Off and on for the next three days I was going to Grangeville to speak to our attorney, friends, supporters, Senators, Congressmen, Congressional Committees in Washington, DC and the media. Because of the USFS, they materially interfered with my mining operation which cost me over five days out of the water. When you are averaging between one-half ounce to one ounce per day, it becomes costly. Brandon had to head home, but I continued to dredge. In the final days, I pulled out a nice amount of gold that would not fit in small bottles any longer.
 


To show just how generous miners are, consider this story, which also happened while we were in Idaho:
 


A dear friend to the mining community who is in his 70’s and lives in Elk City had been confined to his house because he did not have a vehicle. This man has spent tens of thousands of his own dollars—literally all of his money—fighting the EPA and DFG/DFW to be able to dredge his claims on the Red River, a tributary to the SF Clearwater. The miners on the river banded together, gathered up gold, money and sweat, and purchased this man a truck for him to go to his claims, to get firewood for the winter and to give him his freedom back. We proudly gave him his keys right before we left. There wasn’t a dry eye that night. This is what miners do; we take care of our own.
 


Ideology so strong in some, that it literally becomes a religion to them. Science is to be ignored, facts and to be made fun of. Truth is what they say it is and nothing else should even be considered.
 


At what point do you, the reader of this article decide we have an out of control government? When there is nothing left of small mining? Our current government is run by special interests and environmental groups who buy and sell politicians like used cars. America is supposed to be a Representative Republic where we elect politicians to “represent” us, not just groups who donate large sums of money to their re-election campaigns. We must all look at the NRA as the role model of true grass-roots movements to preserve rights. Think back a little while ago when the EPA was trying to ban lead bullets. What happened? The NRA launched a campaign and most of its members spoke out, loudly to the politicians in opposition and they killed that ridiculous proposal. We too must become a loud voice, so loud that it cannot be ignored.
 


For more information, including videos of this trip and the full interaction with Forest Service geologist Clint Hughes, visit AMRA online at www.americanminingrights.com


 


[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/201509/54-AMRA-Idaho-dredging.jpg]


_______________


 


Editor’s Note: Congratulations are in order for Shannon and AMRA for a job well done. 
 


On August 7, the Associated Press subsequently reported that the EPA is considering opening up the South Fork of the Clearwater for “limited” mining next year and “won’t take action to stop dredge mining currently underway.”
 


According to the Associated Press:


 


Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert said the agency is working through an environmental analysis process to authorize suction dredge mining that’s already taking place, the Lewiston Tribune reported.
 


“The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water,” Probert said. “Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork.”
 


An appeals court decision and an Idaho permit established by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 created a process for dredge miners looking to operate in areas where protected fish live.
 


Threatened bull trout and steelhead live in South Fork. Notices of noncompliance were sent to area dredge miners, but they say their operations are authorized by the Mining Act of 1872 and permits from the Idaho Water Resources Board.
 


The forest service sent notices of noncompliance to the miners, which several did not accept.
 


“If they had the authority, they would have come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us—they didn’t,” said Shannon Poe, president of Coulterville, California-based American Mining Rights Association.


Poe said he’d mined in the area last summer and threatened a lawsuit in response to a letter from the EPA.
 


“When you push back and have the law on your side, they have no defense,” Poe said. The fear and intimidation tactics they use work on most people. They kept most suction dredge miners out of the water last year and this year.”


 


Probert may want “mitigation and a plan of operation” but we seriously doubt she’s going to get it without a court ruling in her favor.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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RE: EPA letter to 321 Idaho recreational miners regarding suction dredging

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov; michael.a.burgan@usace.army.mil; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov; wrunnoe@blm.gov; wendy.olson@usdoj.gov; jfoss@blm.gov; pditton@blm.gov; czwang@blm.gov; martinjones@fs.fed.us; buck@snakeriverwaterkeeper.org; scott.hauser@usrtf.org; Jonathan Oppenheimer; Justin Hayes; mikel@nezperce.org; Hughes, Clinton E -FS; Knesek, Kevin S -FS; jegnew@fs.fed.us; htorrealday@fs.fed.us; rbjorklund@fs.fed.us; miranda.adams@deq.idaho.gov; balthasar.buhidar@deq.idaho.gov; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov; Tom Herron; aryoung@blm.gov; asanderson@idl.idaho.gov; jeffrey_krueger@fws.gov; tracy_casselman@fws.gov; Golart, Aaron; David Murphy; michael_carrier@fws.gov; Hood, Chad C -FS; Andrew Smyth

		Cc

		Kenknight, Jeff; Godsey, Cindi; DeGering, Tracy; Szalay, Endre; Kowalski, Ed; Werntz, James; MacIntyre, Mark; Brozusky, Sandra; Roberto, Joseph; Mugleston, Darin; Opalski, Dan; Lidgard, Michael; Ogle, Kimberly

		Recipients

		kenc@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov; michael.a.burgan@usace.army.mil; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov; wrunnoe@blm.gov; wendy.olson@usdoj.gov; jfoss@blm.gov; pditton@blm.gov; czwang@blm.gov; martinjones@fs.fed.us; buck@snakeriverwaterkeeper.org; scott.hauser@usrtf.org; joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org; jhayes@idahoconservation.org; mikel@nezperce.org; cehughes02@fs.fed.us; ksknesek@fs.fed.us; jegnew@fs.fed.us; htorrealday@fs.fed.us; rbjorklund@fs.fed.us; miranda.adams@deq.idaho.gov; balthasar.buhidar@deq.idaho.gov; john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov; thomas.herron@deq.idaho.gov; aryoung@blm.gov; asanderson@idl.idaho.gov; jeffrey_krueger@fws.gov; tracy_casselman@fws.gov; Aaron.Golart@idwr.idaho.gov; dmurphy@blm.gov; michael_carrier@fws.gov; cchood@fs.fed.us; asmyth@idl.idaho.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; Szalay.Endre@epa.gov; Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; Brozusky.Sandra@epa.gov; Roberto.Joseph@epa.gov; Mugleston.Darin@epa.gov; Opalski.Dan@epa.gov; Lidgard.Michael@epa.gov; Ogle.Kimberly@epa.gov



Hi all-


 


Just a followup that people are getting the letters we recently mailed.  I’ve attached postings from the American Mining Rights Association’s facebook page to give you an idea of the sentiment that’s out there (see pg. 3 Dec. 12 and pg. 7 Dec. 11 posts).  AMRA members dredged on the SF Clearwater in July this year and have stated that they plan to dredge next year.  Their full postings can be found at https://www.facebook.com/americanminingrights/timeline.


 


Also, a few permits were missing from the pile I was given (which I have since received).  As a result Jim Chmelik, Tina and Mark Wytcherley, and Chipp Curt were sent the same letters on 12/11/2014.


 


Again, call or email if you have questions.  I expect this to be the last followup for the year.  Thanks.


 


Eva


 


From: DeMaria, Eva 
Sent: Monday, December 08, 2014 12:06 PM
To: 'kenc@nezperce.org'; 'cehughes02@fs.fed.us'; 'david.mabe@noaa.gov'; 'mark_robertson@fws.gov'; 'michael.a.burgan@usace.army.mil'; 'john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov'; 'wrunnoe@blm.gov'; 'wendy.olson@usdoj.gov'; 'jfoss@blm.gov'; 'pditton@blm.gov'; 'czwang@blm.gov'; 'martinjones@fs.fed.us'; 'buck@snakeriverwaterkeeper.com'; scott.hauser@usrtf.org; 'Jonathan Oppenheimer'; Justin Hayes; 'mikel@nezperce.org'; 'Campbell, Bradford -FS'; Hughes, Clinton E -FS; 'Knesek, Kevin S -FS'; 'jegnew@fs.fed.us'; 'htorrealday@fs.fed.us'; 'rbjorklund@fs.fed.us'; 'miranda.adams@deq.idaho.gov'; 'balthasar.buhidar@deq.idaho.gov'; 'john.cardwell@deq.idaho.gov'; Tom Herron; 'aryoung@blm.gov'; 'asanderson@idl.idaho.gov'; 'jeffrey_krueger@fws.gov'; 'tracy_casselman@fws.gov'; 'Golart, Aaron'; 'David Murphy'; 'michael_carrier@fws.gov'
Cc: Kenknight, Jeff; Godsey, Cindi; DeGering, Tracy; Szalay, Endre; Kowalski, Ed; Werntz, James; MacIntyre, Mark; Brozusky, Sandra; Roberto, Joseph
Subject: EPA letter to 321 Idaho recreational miners regarding suction dredging




 


Hi all-


 


I am sending this to everyone from the various agencies, tribes, and interested groups who have sent letters, emails, etc. regarding Idaho suction dredging activities or who were listed as contacts.


 


In the next few days, the attached EPA letter will be sent by regular mail to all 2014 IDWR recreational mining letter permittees who did not also obtain an EPA NPDES permit (as identified in the attached excel spreadsheet – 321 EPA letters total).  While the list is comprehensive for 2014 IDWR permittees, it is not for 2014 EPA NPDES permittees, as some EPA NPDES permittees did not apply for the IDWR letter permit.  The blue highlights the IDWR and NPDES permittees; these individuals will not receive the EPA letter.  The green highlights the three IDWR permittees (Jarrod Bunker, Joel Biggs, and Shannon Poe) who already received a warning letter or NOV from EPA, based on dredging activities actually observed by EPA or by someone who then reported it to EPA.  Persons not highlighted will all receive the EPA letter.  There were three other persons (Thailer James Alvarez, Thomas Sandowick, David Macmillan) not on the IDWR list who were also sent warning letters (based on dredging activities observed by someone who reported it to EPA); however, these letters were returned to us as undeliverable or receipt was not confirmed.


 


Again, we appreciate everyone’s help and cooperation as we continue in our efforts in Idaho to educate the public and ensure compliance with the CWA.


 


Please call or email if you have further questions.  Thank you and happy holidays!


 


Eva


 


Eva DeMaria


NPDES Compliance Unit


Office of Compliance and Enforcement


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency


1200 6th Avenue, Ste. 900, OCE-133


Seattle, WA 98101


206-553-1970
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We are frequently asked why we have so many claims in Mariposa and 



Tuolumne counties. One, this is our backyard and we know these deposits 



intimately, and two, the south mother lode was extremely rich, extremely rich. 



This is an article w... See More



12 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Bobby Ahlquist, William Holder, Ron Rollins and 56 others like this.



View 1 more comment



McNallWilliam Excellent description of why!



5 hours ago



GregorSteve Hutton, how soon before the website has the google plug-in files? And 



will it be the specific claim boundaries, are just the larger MSTR data that the claim is in 



(such as with Minecache)?
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December 13



CA suction dredge/PLP case update:



Thank you Chuck for sending this to us.........



Update on ongoing suction dredge court case in San Bernardino:



Public Lands for the People were in court yesterday for a hearing to enjoin the 
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A California based 501 (c)(3) Non-profit education 



and advocacy Association for miners rights and the 



public land access community.
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B.s. Miner



Yesterday at 11:00pm



Even though it involved 7-8 hours of driving to/fro 



(and getting los... See More
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State waterboard into the consolidated lawsuits. Judge Ochoas tentitve ruling 



was he denied our petition to enjoin the water board. "disappointing" ,yes. 



however he has l... See More



28 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment



Kyle Lovelady, Brandon Rinehart, Sylvia Cuevas and 64 others like this.



2 Replies



2 Replies



View 3 more comments



Auwhatfun KliewerRon There is a very detailed account of yesterday's proceedings 



on the Mining Journal FB page and also at www.icmj.com
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ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal



ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal is a monthly 



publication dedicated to gold, silver and precious metals....



ICMJ.COM | BY WEBSITE DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT BY SL…



CavanaughMike Is this for getting all of our rights to dredge back or just for 



something happening with this one guy?



1 · December 13 at 10:58pm



American Mining Rights Association



December 13



It's funny how some of our best ideas seem to come to us while laying awake 



in bed dreaming of finding that virgin ground and how to fight to keep our 



ever eroding rights.



Last night, we received some emails about the USFS again closing ro...



See More



18 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Miners09er , Panza GoldLa , Irene Lehr and 61 others like this.



HathawayKyle Shannon write a letter or send a previous draft we will format it like 



other non profits and get a price per piece email me if you have any input please



2 · December 13 at 6:48am



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Roger that Kyle. We'll be in touch.
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Prospectors Choice We give all the time......... 



English (US) · Privacy · Terms · Cookies · Advertising · More



Facebook © 2014
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2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%... See More
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Rowly Bettencourt



Yesterday at 10:06am



After this next set of storms, we may have running 



water at The Cont... See More
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American Mining Rights Association



December 12



Take a close look at this letter we just had forwarded to us. It is from the EPA 



to a small miner they believe "MAY" have or "MIGHT" dredge in Idaho.



This is pure intimidation. Never mind the law, never mind the Supreme Court 



decision:



SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES



_________________



No. 02.626



_________________



SOUTH FLORIDA WATER MANAGEMENT DISTRICT,



PETITIONER v. MICCOSUKEE TRIBE OF



INDIANS ET AL.



As the Second Circuit put it in Trout Unlimited, .[i]f one takes a



ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it



back into the pot, one has not .added. soup or anything else



to the pot.. 273 F. 3d, at 492. 



Gravel is a pollutant moved a mere 20' in the same water...........all the while 



removing all other pollutants such as mercury and lead? The EPA is the strong 



arm of a political movement and sounds an awful lot like.......



Full Definition of FASCISM



1. often capitalized : a political philosophy, movement, or regime (as that of 



the Fascisti) that exalts nation and often race above the individual and that 



stands for a centralized autocratic government headed by a dictatorial leader, 



severe economic and social regimentation, and forcible suppression of 



opposition.
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Romeo Bravo, Jim Urrutia, Chris Angelotti and 46 others like this.



Wesley Walter JacobsCorey Wow that's incredible. Rocks pre-dredge aren't a 



pollutant, yet clean it through a dredge and suddenly.. Rocks are a pollutant? Just 



incredible.



6 · December 12 at 3:58pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican We all should just turn ourselves in, 



I'm pretty sure I'm going to jaywalk at some point in my life.



9 · December 12 at 4:04pm



SmithartAce I would say that the miner should give Jeff KenKnight direct & 



constructive notice that he MAY be violating said Miners civil & Constitutional 



right under the color of authority



2 · December 12 at 5:21pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican We have done precisely that Ace, in 



my response to their threats against me for dredging our Clearwater claim.



1 · December 12 at 5:26pm



SpiresGreg Every little kid that likes to skip rocks is an environmental terrorist 



now. 



We need a new leader at the top who is willing to clean house in these out of 



control regulatory agencies.



2 · December 12 at 8:26pm · Edited



Wesley Walter JacobsCorey Totally. And public awareness is key. Thanks 



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican for spreading the word!



1 · December 12 at 8:30pm



JonesTroy got one to



2 · December 12 at 5:14pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Were you at the occupy event or 



somewhere else?



December 12 at 5:24pm



JonesTroy couldnt make, i was on a claim up by atlanta,idaho...in between 



washouts and mudslides...funtimes



1 · December 12 at 5:26pm · Edited



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican If they continue to harass you Troy, 



reach out to us, we represent Small Miners just like you. At no cost.



1 · December 12 at 8:37pm



JonesTroy 0k



1 · December 12 at 9:55pm



WakehouseLee OMG REALLY!!! How in the world are rocks retrieved from a stream, 



ran over a sluice and then returned to the stream from whence they came, be a 



pollutant?? Someone please explain this to me because I am at a total loss on this.



2 · December 12 at 7:18pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican It is actually quite easy to explain Lee. 



It is about control. There are those in our country who wish for a system of 



political rule which is completely opposite to what it was founded on.



2 · December 12 at 8:36pm



SalasHelen I have no idea what their talking about but it sounds negative....are you 



moving to Idaho



1 · December 13 at 5:17pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican If the question is for us Helen, no, we 



are not moving to Idaho.



December 13 at 6:48pm



DiceTumbling Idaho Senator, James Risch (R) is on the U.S. Senate Committee on 



Energy & Natural Resources. This Senate Committee is responsible for "mining" among 



other things. The Committee Chairs, including Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski (R) have 



recently intro... See More



Senators Introduce Bipartisan Critical Minerals 



Legislation - Featured Items - Newsroom - U.S....



WASHINGTON, D.C. – U.S. Sens. Lisa Murkowski (R-Alaska), Ron Wyden 



(D-Ore.), Mark Udall (D-Colo.), Dean Heller (R-Nev.), and 13 of their Senate 



colleagues today introduced legislation to prevent future supply shocks of 
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1 · December 12 at 6:54pm



critical minerals needed for the defense, energy, electronics, and medical 
ENERGY.SENATE.GOV



DiceTumbling If you are interested to read the Senate Bill; Critical Minerals 



Policy Act of 2013... an online copy is available here: 



http://www.energy.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/files/serve...



December 12 at 7:19pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican This bill is dead.



December 12 at 8:43pm



MinerB.s. Possibly could be resurrected in late January. Idahoans,push for it!



December 13 at 12:08am



NowickiChet Is there a way I could get a copy of the letter in PDF format???



1 · December 12 at 5:34pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Sorry Chet, this is all I can do right 



now.



December 12 at 8:45pm



McauliffJeff our Government has so forgoten who they work for! this needs to end 



people need to stop being sheep and told when and how to do everything.



4 · December 12 at 4:48pm



CataldoRichard 100% Intimidation. BS



4 · December 12 at 4:16pm



Wesley Walter JacobsCorey If they want to argue that it releases pollutants, guess 



what, that means that the stream is already polluted. The damage is done. Dredging 



removes LEAD and MERCURY. It CLEANS streams! My mind, it's oozing from my nostrils 



after this one.



4 · December 12 at 4:04pm



McKenzie CarterHeather Yikes. Are they so bored they have nothing better to do? 



Ridiculous.



4 · December 12 at 4:00pm



LundeenWilliam Kindling.



3 · December 12 at 4:21pm



JunnilaLeza It just goes to show you what kind of people we have making the laws.



2 · December 12 at 10:33pm



AtkinsonScott Maybe one of your good attorney's up there should contact James 



Buchal and start working on a suit against this dipshit EPA office and the person in 



charge. Shake the tree and find out how many enviro terrorists are working in the office 



and get them fired. If it goes further up the food chain then get the state legislators 



cranking up the legal state rights the EPA is violating. With the cases in CA nearing some 



decision you need to push back now and don't give them time to catch their breath...get 



the good press agencies investigating into the EPA staff. There is dirt there if anyone 



takes the time to search...



2 · December 12 at 10:03pm



ColemanJohn Pollutant would be foreign material, RIGHT? Not rocks, sand and gravel 



from that same stream.. or is my thinking just practical and not governMENTAL. They 



are just trying to scare all of us out of the Legal mining areas to consolidate what little a 



authority, they think they might have in our forests. Sounds like a grab for the 



gold !!!!!!!!!!!



2 · December 12 at 8:27pm · Edited



Henrikson JordanGeraldine ok I got to read it on my desktop.couldnt see it on my 



phoneLOL. Yes we have a copy of this, but thanks for sharing



2 · December 12 at 6:39pm



RiddleCade Rock and sand pollute rivers. Well ill be damned. Who would have 



thought... bunch of clowns!



2 · December 12 at 6:10pm · Edited



MinerB.s. What happens with many of these agencies, after they've accomplished 



many of thier goals, is that they soon are either: 1) scared for thier jobs and seek to 



push thier agency into new territory to retain employment, and/or 2) specific agencies 



are infiltrated by those with a particular idealogue or mission - they wanna change the 



world to suit what they belive in. Ever tried to debate a religious fanatic? You can't; they 



believe to the core of thier soul that thier path is right, and should be applied to 



everyone. There's no acceptance of other views, or iron-clad proof disputing thier beliefs. 



Radical Environmentalists have a fanatical belief and they will not be swayed.



2 · December 12 at 5:57pm



MinerB.s. Also note that you cannot spell 'environmentalist' without also 



spelling 'mental'. crazy, huh?



December 13 at 12:05am



LandolinaVincent F*cken EPA has no grounds to be regulating shit the lying pieces of 



garbage are breaking the law more then any of us, skroo them



4 · December 12 at 3:57pm



CampuzanoLynn why is ok to put the clean rocks back in with a permit, but not 



without one?



1 · December 13 at 7:03am



MinerB.s. Also notice that they refer to "waters of the Untied States".... this is part of 



their over-reach that the EPA has proposed. That river is far from being "navigable"



1 · December 13 at 12:02am
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MinerB.s. Gov't isnt nessecarily the problem..... it's the people who have infiltrated it to 



push thier agenda on you.



1 · December 12 at 5:58pm



KetchumBritt When the usfish&game dumped pea gravel in the American river from 



another creek or river they were in violation of the EPAfor polluting the river you cannot 



take rock from one Creek or stream and put it in another one according to them?



1 · December 12 at 5:49pm



HamiltonJim That looks familiar



1 · December 12 at 5:00pm



JonesMarland crap



1 · December 12 at 4:25pm



BravoRomeo terrorists



20 hours ago



BravoRomeo I was harassed by the lady Tracy listed in this document. she multiple 



times threatened, intimidated and acted extremely poorly towards me for just asking 



questions about small-scale dredging in Idaho State. I had to call her manager out three 



times and it was witnessed by the secretary sitting five feet away from us. these people 



are definitely terrace and think that they are doing good when in fact they are destroying 



the environment



20 hours ago



PastreChristopher What a joke..... They make it sound as if it is illegal dumping. The 



gravel never even comes out of the water. Just moved from one spot to another. 



Nothing added to the water. Its already there. Someday, I hope to be able to dredge in 



Oregon at a cost that won't break the bank..... Permit fees vs. Dredging time. Doesn't 



pencil out.



Yesterday at 8:54am



AngelottiChris ya lee, i hear ya... unbelievable. im so pissed



Yesterday at 3:11am



KochBrian i will be dreging on the south fork 2015 see you there.



December 13 at 5:13pm



Forte GoforthJennifer Messed up



December 13 at 4:07pm



HansenDave I got the same letter. So let me get tis right.



Before dredging in Idaho:



1. Dredge permit $30.00(only where allowed)



2. Water use permit $50.00 (If approved)



3. EPA approval $????



WTF!!!



December 13 at 11:13am



American Mining Rights Association



December 12



This weekend with Sierra Blaster (Saturday):



We are still planning on shooting a new video with Sierra Blaster in our lode 



mine and on our placer claim "Ratchilla's Ravine" located 3 miles out of 



Greeley Hill. Sierra Blaster is a relative... See More
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Kyle Lovelady, Richard Allen Hockett, Rowly Bettencourt and 62 others like this.



3 Replies



View 15 more comments



NystromChris any claims in Butte Countey?



1 · December 13 at 7:40am



Auwhatfun KliewerRon I will be in court this afternoon as a plaintiff and PLP board 



member standing up with miners for what is right: Bringing back small scale suction 



dredging to California. It's not just for the Sierra Fund anymore!



8 · December 12 at 7:24am



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Ron, any word on how the mediation 



went? I've put some feelers out but haven't got any info back yet. Thanks



December 13 at 5:17am



American Mining Rights Association



December 11



The EPA and dredging:



We just got off the phone with one of our members and good friend from 



Washington. He was on the bank of our claim in Idaho when AMRA dredged 



in opposition to the illegal demand by the EPA to obtain a "pollutant discharge 



permit" from them, even though the Supreme Court has determined they 



cannot require one. Our member did not dredge, but got a letter stating he 



"may" be in violation of the Clean Water Act if he did dredge and wanted to 



know if he did.



Really?



Our member also heard that because I received a certified letter from the EPA 



threatening me with hundreds of thousands in fines and imprisonment, that it 



spooked me and I would not dredge Idaho again.



Wrong. We are not intimidated by the EPA and have every intention on 



dredging our claims in Idaho this next year, again to support the miners in 



Idaho and to show the EPA they cannot just intimidate valid suction dredgers.



We have science on our side, we have studies on our side, we have numerous 



court decisions on our side and even the Supreme Court.



The EPA has been weaponized against the public to achieve the Left's agenda.



We challenged them last year to come and cite us, they did not. They drove 



by and got everyone's license plate number and were cowardly in avoiding 



confronting us over the laws protecting small miners rights.



Lets be clear, we fully intend to dredge our validly held mining claims in Idaho 



this next summer during dredge season (with our Idaho dredge permit issued 



by the state).



Are you sick of the government using these agencies to achieve their 



unconstitutional agenda? Join us.
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49 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Romeo Bravo, Dave Hansen, Judy Bernhardt and 121 others like this.



CalSo CHECK OUT THIS CASE.. -http://www.oyez.org/cases/2010



2019/2012/2012_11_460



7 · December 11 at 10:35am



Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. 



Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc. |...



OYEZ.ORG



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Another victory. We posted this last 



week. Thank you.



2 · December 11 at 12:37pm



McauliffJeff the other part that so many are not watching is the fact that 



there is more to be fought then just dredging they are taking land away from 



us in large amounts.we must fight this too or getting the dredges back will do 



no good if the land is gone like the san gaberials . Amra thanks and keep the 



fight going



December 11 at 7:47pm



MinerB.s. Great stuff on the EPA's national takeover of all waters at the below link -



pay special attention to Lamar Smith's letter to EPA. -maps-http://science.house.gov/epa



2013-state



2 · December 11 at 2:14pm



EPA State and National Maps of Waters and 



Wetlands | Committee on Science - U.S....



SCIENCE.HOUSE.GOV



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican They obviously don't give one darn 



about the Supreme Court. Nor do they care about people's rights. The EPA will 



be stopped in the next Congress.



3 · December 11 at 2:35pm



J. Drury Sr.Joseph i hope your right



December 12 at 9:10am



DeckerRon Rights not exercised are rights lost.



16 · December 11 at 9:54am



American Mining Rights Association



December 9



Update on the two men cited for suction dredging (CA) without a permit 



which AMRA is representing:



We had our second date in court today on Jim and Ron's case of dredging 



without a permit. They have plead "not guilty" and the next court d...



See More



106 SharesLike · Comment · Share
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Top CommentsRobert Hanssen, Neal Lockhart, Eileen Weingram and 167 others like this.



4 Replies



2 Replies



View 28 more comments



DeckerRon Glad to have the equipment back. I want to give a Huge shout out to 



Shannon ( Mining Rights AssociationAmerican ) for being there for us. They made the 



promise to help us should we ever be cited and have done just that. I also want to thank 



those who have stepped up and joined the fight by either donating to the cause or 



having joined AMRA. Thank you!



32 · December 9 at 5:50pm



BarnesGlynn This type of Bullying has Got To Stop! Support AMRA and join the Fight! 



It's our Land and Our Rights were Fighting For Here!



8 · December 9 at 6:21pm



American Mining Rights Association shared a link.



December 9



This article published on our AMRA site is an excerpt from a book written 



quite a while ago and was sent to us by our good friend Richard. It is quite 



descriptive on how to read a stream for gold deposits and we highly 



recommend you read t... See More



Reading a stream - American Mining Rights Association American Mining Rights 



Association



americanminingrights.com



This is an extract from a book written by Matt Thornton. It is really informative and covers just 



about everything you could think of about reading a stream.



35 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Robert Guardiola, David Fauset, Rowly Bettencourt and 66 others like this.



View 3 more comments



Mike RowlandsMiner Thanks for sharing



2 · December 9 at 6:43am



SimonsDella Ya just got to love Shannon!



1 · December 10 at 7:59am



American Mining Rights Association



December 9



*NEW MINING CLAIMS LOCATION FEE*



Yet again, the fee's for mining claims have gone up. Not only have they gone 



sky high with Mr. Obama's executive action just two years ago, they have 



been raised yet again.



Effective July 1, 2014, the fee... See More
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Patrick Gionet, Glynn Barnes, William McNall and 37 others like this.



2 Replies



2 Replies



View 11 more comments



ClementDennis All in all the fees are really not that much any good prospector should 



be able to have them paid off there first month out



December 10 at 10:46am · Edited



LaughlinStan I fully understand and share the frustration over fee increases and 



federal agency over reach in regard to our mining/prospecting. IMO the way to combat 



these issues is with your vote and constant communication with your elected officials. 



There are ... See More



4 · December 10 at 9:39am · Edited



American Mining Rights Association



December 6



High bench placer:



We punched a hole in the bench we believed had "old ground", and our 



thoughts that it is an old tertiary deposit was found to be true. After only 18", 



we hit the orange, concretized ground. We punched down about 4 1/2 ...



See More



6 Shares
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Steve El Dorado Wandt, Lucas Davis, JR Mining and 83 others like this.



3 Replies



BarnesGlynn Nice!



3 · December 6 at 7:56pm
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View 10 more comments



DiceTumbling Excited to be the newest members of AMRA. Agree that high-bench 



placers from ancient tertiary river channels offer untold, rich, gold deposits. Many of 



these ancient Sierra Nevada river channels run right through AMRA mining claims. If you 



are inte... See More



5 · December 6 at 11:07am



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Post the link please and we will 



highlight it.



3 · December 6 at 9:05pm



American Mining Rights Association



December 5



We are finishing a video we started a few weeks ago on this "high bench 



placer" and intend to punch several holes where we found river cobble up 



above this creek. We believe it is virgin ground, and judging by the holes in 



this picture tha... See More



1 Share



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Patrick Gionet, Tom Armstrong, Jeff Armstrong and 51 others like this.



View 1 more comment



KaneLee Kool wish I was there helping



2 · December 5 at 1:29pm



MorrisTim Yup..seen this in my feed a week or so ago..can't wait to see what they find



2 · December 5 at 8:29am



American Mining Rights Association shared a link.



December 5



Senate is blocking riders on the defense bill which would make millions of 



acres off limits.............finally the Senate is waking up:



http://www.militarytimes.com/story/military/capitol-hill/2014/12/04/ndaa-land



-snag-120414/19878999/



Defense bill hits snag over land swaps, wilderness



www.militarytimes.com



Quick passage of a sweeping defense policy bill hit a snag on Wednesday over public lands, 



dividing Senate Republicans.
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John Ratley, Ronda Moxness, Jon Siptrott and 41 others like this.



2 Replies



View 5 more comments



McauliffJeff this is also going to take us keeping the presure on them to stop this 



maddness !!



2 · December 5 at 6:21am



DorvalJohn That is some good news for a change.



2 · December 5 at 5:49am



American Mining Rights Association



December 4



We are very pleased to announce that after two years, AMRA received its 501



(c)(3) status yesterday. While this does not affect any members or potential 



members, it does significantly help the company with donations from 



corporations. Most corporations require a 501(c)(3) status to make any 



donation.



We would like your input on companies we should send letters to who might 



be interested in helpi... See More



14 Shares



Top Comments



Like · Comment



Georgiana Robinson, John Ratley, Jon Siptrott and 69 others like this.



2 Replies



4 Replies



View 29 more comments



GuardiolaRobert While going to companies for donations sounds good and hopefully 



you will get a few to commit .....They have to see a value in it for their company and 



their share holders and most , unfortunately , will not give, just to give. 



One of the problems we face as miners is the fact that we simply do not have numbers 



sufficient to warrant attention or even lend value to most large companies or politicians 



for that matter!



4 · December 4 at 9:00pm



Andrew TrejoRudy Super cool! I'm thinking, REI, Sports Authority, Big five, Wall-Mart, 



Garret, Whites, Proline, Keene, Levi Strauss Co. After all Levi was the first jean made for 



miners. Maybe even a few wet suit company's. ; )



3 · December 4 at 6:14pm



American Mining Rights Association shared a link.



December 4



Assault on the Oregon suction dredger:



In yet another move by the political left, they are discussing a ban on 



dredging in Oregon. Unless we speak out, in force, they will jam this agenda 



down the people's throats not using science, but p... See More



Proposal could ban dredge mining in Oregon rivers



Medford, Ore -- Proposed regulations could put an end to a 



modern version of prospecting on Oregon rivers.It's called 



suction...click for more.



32 Shares
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Thomas Mitchell, John Ratley, Jon Siptrott and 35 others like this.



View 2 more comments



EdwardsDustin Not cool please don't let it happen



2 · December 4 at 11:48am
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American Mining Rights Association commented on a link.



December 4



The public should be outraged by this. Tens of millions of tax payer money 



has been spent performing studies on suction dredging and have conclusively 



proved suction dredging does not harm fish or fish habitat, time after time 



over several decades. There have been two studies performed by Fish and 



Game in CA alone proving that very fact. There are over a dozen independent, 



accredited companies which have also performed extensive studies and have 



also concluded it is not harmful to anadramous fish. Einstein stated "doing the 



same thing over and over again expecting different results is the definition of 



insanity". This is precisely what the radical left is doing. 



Recently, DFG trucked in dump truck after dump truck of small washed 



gravels (exactly what a dredge leaves) into the American River to create 



spawning habitat (at tax payer expense) when they could have just allowed a 



small miner to do this for them. They could have sold dredge permits creating 



income for the State and the local economies where small miners mine, but 



they would rather just use propaganda to demonize small miners because 



independent people do not fit their ideology.



The hypocrisy of the political left is simply stunning. They gave Sierra Fund, a 



far left radical environmental group over a million dollars of tax money to use 



a destructive cutter dredge in Lake Combie in CA to dredge under the guise 



they remove mercury. Cutter dredges only remove 84% of the mercury, 



suction dredges remove 98%. They also said they would toss any gold they 



found back into the water since it is not a toxin. Do you believe this? But since 



the Sierra Fund is politically aligned with the left, they get tax money to 



dredge and it is perfectly fine, but small miners cannot. Now, Sierra Fund is 



saying they want to dredge the very rivers these small miners have dredged 



for 50 years......getting millions more in tax money from Barbara Boxer and 



keeping all the gold they find. Sierra Fund is poised to become the largest 



gold mining company in CA. They are now requesting millions more in grants 



to dredge more and more rivers.



This isn't about fish, never was. If it were, they would ask the small miners to 



dredge. The major portion of mining claims are not on salmon/steelhead 



rivers and dredging was never allowed during spawning season. The truth is 



important and the political left will avoid the studies, instead relying upon 



propaganda to push their narrative.



The government is now being weaponized against the American people and it 



is past time to stand up, be heard and stop the insanity.



Proposal could ban dredge mining in Oregon rivers



21 Shares
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Michael Wade, Thomas Mitchell, Marland Jones and 50 others like this.



2 Replies



View 5 more comments



HarrisonRon This is what I posted on that story: I dredged on the Rogue River this 



past season and found the bottom to be as hard as concrete. How do salmon spawn in 



that stuff?? After I broke through that hard bottom, I was able to leave nice soft gravels 



for... See More



6 · December 4 at 12:23pm



DeckerRon We need a big change in this country. People need to stop believing all the 



lies perpetuated on social media. It amazes me how ignorant people have become about 



the simplest of things. Wake up America! You have been brain washed into thinking that 



our ... See More



5 · December 4 at 8:14am



American Mining Rights Association



December 2
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We wanted to give Rowly, Travis and Shannon a nice thank you for donating 



an excellent 160 acre claim to AMRA down in San Luis Obispo.



Rowly and Travis manufacture the "Gold Killer" which several of our friends 



and members have purchased.



We encourage you to check this out:



https://www.facebook.com/pages/Gold-Killer/1453759221524996



Gold Killer



Gold Killer is a gold prospecting equipment manufacturer located on the 



central coast of CA. "The more you run, The more you bag!"



Outdoor Gear/Sporting Goods: 191 like this



Top Comments



Like · Comment · Share



Thomas Mitchell, John Ratley, Panza GoldLa and 70 others like this.



View 1 more comment



BarnesGlynn Love my Gold Killer!



6 · December 3 at 4:29am



PolarbearRepair FairWade Hey I know them!! =p



5 · December 3 at 8:07am



American Mining Rights Association



December 1



Wow, take a look at this...........it is the respondents to the request for the 



small miners to oppose depublishing the Rinehart case.



You guys are listening AND responding. THANK YOU!



11/19/2014 Received copy of Supreme Court filing. Respondent's request for 



depublication.



11/24/2014 Received copy of Supreme Court filing. Letters in opposition of 



depublication of the op... See More
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Marland Jones, John Ratley, John Dorval and 30 others like this.



2 Replies



View 2 more comments



KirkemindePaul wheres mine and other friends



2 · December 1 at 9:34pm



CampuzanoLynn don't see mine either. maybe they should have just said "and too 



many more to mention"



2 · December 2 at 2:35pm



American Mining Rights Association shared a link.



December 1



We will be doing a web radio broadcast on our good friend Bobby Freedom's 



program tomorrow night (Tuesday) at 4pm. Tune in, call in with any questions 



about land access or mining rights.



Join us, it's going to be a great program............and there are lots of 



giveaway prizes!



Tune in here:
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http://www.goldradiotalk.com/



Gold Radio Talk:Gold Prospecting Talk Show



www.goldradiotalk.com



Gold Prospecting :Join us Tuesday nights with host Bobby Freedom & Special guests talk gold 



prospecting, dredging, panning & more. Free prizes, trivia.



5 Shares
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Marland Jones, John Ratley, John Dorval and 29 others like this.



2 Replies



FestThomas Is that Pacific or Eastern Time?????



1 · December 1 at 8:11pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Pacific time. Call in if you have any 



questions Thomas.



1 · December 1 at 8:51pm



EimerDerek Good show Shannon,thanks for all your hard work...Now..Move your 



truck!!LOL!!!



2 · December 2 at 6:14pm



American Mining Rights Association



December 1



Many of you know how close we are to Jerry Hobbs and PLP. Mr. Hobbs could 



use your prayers right now.



I spoke with Jerry right before Thanksgiving and he told me he had a heart 



attack the week prior. While Jerry was in good spirits, it w... See More
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Sally Thornburg, Josh Docken, Joe Meerscheidt and 116 others like this.



DarnellKaren Received an email this morning that said Jerry has been moved off 



critical care list. Good news!
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4 Replies



View 37 more comments



3 · December 1 at 7:47am



FellabaumCindy Thoughts and prayers for Jerry. Thank you for all you have done for 



our miners, you are a blessing.



4 · December 1 at 12:17pm



American Mining Rights Association shared a link.



November 30



Thank you to all who tuned in tonight to the radio program. They listener 



base was very high.



To all those first timers to our AMRA Facebook page, welcome and you can 



see all our videos at:



Just click on the videos tab at the top of the page and enjoy......



http://americanminingrights.com/



Join The American Mining Rights Association | Stand Up For Your Rights American 



Mining Rights...



americanminingrights.com



Our goal is to unite the miners and land access community. Join us, stand with us, and let's 



unite against losing our liberties.
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John Dorval, Andrew Dalimata, Denise Gartz Lindsey and 79 others like 



this.



3 Replies



View 6 more comments



MinerB.s. Excellent show.... I'm still on the chat answering questions.



5 · November 30 at 7:22pm



KinmanDave I loved the show great experience.



4 · November 30 at 7:12pm



Mining Rights AssociationAmerican Thank you



2 · November 30 at 7:59pm



See More Stories
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RE: Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		David Mabe - NOAA Federal; Robertson, Mark

		Recipients

		david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov



FYI- Attached is a piece by Mr. Shannon Poe, responding to the Lewiston Tribune editorial I shared with you earlier.  In it, he confuses CWA §404 with §402 and shares some interesting statistics.


 


Tracy


 


From: DeGering, Tracy 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 2:43 PM
To: David Mabe - NOAA Federal; Robertson, Mark
Subject: Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Hi Dave and Mark,


 


FYI- In case you haven’t already seen this editorial (featured in today’s Idaho Statesman as well):  http://media.spokesman.com/documents/2015/08/The_law.pdf.


 


 


Tracy DeGering


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402


e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744


 


For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit


 


 



Poe'sReplyToTrillhaase_9-2-2015.pdf










RE: Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		DeGering, Tracy

		To

		David Mabe - NOAA Federal; Robertson, Mark

		Recipients

		david.mabe@noaa.gov; mark_robertson@fws.gov



FYI- Attached is a piece by Mr. Shannon Poe, responding to the Lewiston Tribune editorial I shared with you earlier.  In it, he confuses CWA §404 with §402 and shares some interesting statistics.


 


Tracy


 


From: DeGering, Tracy 
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 2:43 PM
To: David Mabe - NOAA Federal; Robertson, Mark
Subject: Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Hi Dave and Mark,


 


FYI- In case you haven’t already seen this editorial (featured in today’s Idaho Statesman as well):  http://media.spokesman.com/documents/2015/08/The_law.pdf.


 


 


Tracy DeGering


 


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  |  Region 10  |  Idaho Operations Office |  CWA § 404, 402


e: degering.tracy@epa.gov  |  p: 208-378-5756  |  f: 208-378-5744


 


For more information: aquatic resources program  |  suction dredge permit


 


 



Poe'sReplyToTrillhaase_9-2-2015.pdf










RE: ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal 

		From

		Hughes, Clinton E -FS

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov







Thanks Tracy!
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Geologist/Certified Mineral Examiner




Minerals and Geology Program Manager
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From: DeGering, Tracy [mailto:DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov]




Sent: Wednesday, September 09, 2015 2:25 PM


To: Hughes, Clinton E -FS


Subject: RE: ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal 










 




AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)




 




AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho


by Shannon Poe




Last year, the American Mining Rights Association (AMRA) went to Idaho and dredged for two weeks on their claim on the South Fork of the Clearwater River in opposition

 to the EPA illegally demanding an National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or face a $37,500 per day fine. We were threatened with jail, fines of over a half a million dollars, and typical government intimidation to stop something the

 EPA had no right to require. We responded with the law—court cases that show they do not have authority to require a NPDES permit—and we did not back down. We have not heard from the EPA since last year.


 




The simple truth about suction dredging is there is no requirement to obtain a “pollutant discharge permit” as suction dredges do not pollute. In fact, they clean

 the waterways of 98% of the mercury and nearly 100% of the lead and other heavy trash in the rivers. They create healthy fish habitat by loosening the gravels fish love to live in and deeper pools where small fish can hide and live in cooler waters more conducive

 to growth. Study after study has been completed, mostly with taxpayer funds, and have conclusively proven suction dredging is not deleterious to fish and fish habitat. But, as we all know, political ideology seems to trump common sense and factual science

 when dealing with those who oppose suction dredging and small miners in general. Albert Einstein coined the phrase, “Doing something over and over again expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” It is insanity to keep spending millions of

 taxpayer dollars on studies that all show the same results.


 




If there is no addition of a pollutant, section 404 of the Clean Water Act does not apply. This was clarified by the “pot of soup” theory described in South Florida

 Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsberg quoted the above case in a 9-0 decision in Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.


 




Bader-Ginsberg put it like this, “[i]f one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not ‘added’ soup or

 anything else to the pot.”


 




Suction gold dredges to not pollute. They move gravels, after cleaning them, a short distance without adding anything to what was already within the waterway.


 




I arrived in Idaho on July 16, a 23 hour journey of 900 miles, a day after dredging season opened on the SF Clearwater. I was amazed to see about 20 miners already

 there and dredging on our claims and on their own claims, which had not seen a dredge since the EPA started their intimidation tactics several years ago. (Last year, there were only three dredges in the water, all AMRA members and staff.) Every one of the

 miners this year said they were there because AMRA showed them you can stand up to a tyrannical government and they wanted to support us. 


 




We were prepared for the EPA if they showed up, but they never did. I was running my 6” dredge that was necked down to a 5” since Idaho restricts the nozzle size

 to five inches on this river. On my dredge with me was my buddy Brandon Rinehart, the same Brandon Rinehart whose federal preemption suction dredge case in California is now going to the California Supreme Court.


 




Brandon and I started in the center of the river in about 14” of water, just downstream from where I dredged last year, punched to bedrock about 5’ down and opened

 up our hole. We started working our way to the bank below the road and within 5 hours, hit the old river channel and started seeing gold in almost every bedrock crack. We had clear water, shallow ground and great gold—all was going perfectly. As our hole was

 being enlarged, fish soon showed up and were feeding constantly from near our nozzle each time we stirred up some food, and they were also off the back of the dredge waiting for some tiny morsel to go through the sluice. Each morning, the dredge hole had no

 less than 50 fish loving the cool, deep hole and added cover where previously there was none.


 




We dredged for six straight days and filled a few bottles with gold. On the seventh day, Brandon and I were underwater thinking about lunch and how we were going

 to move a huge boulder when we heard the “pahloop” sound of a rock being tossed in the water near us. We popped up and there were several of our mining buddies who were standing there, all talking at the same time with fervor. We managed to ascertain a Forest

 Service officer had arrived and was claiming we were a fire hazard and had to shut down. Yes, that was the claim.


 




We came out of the water and read the notice handed to us. It was called the “Hoot Owl” restriction and the officer stated we had to shut our dredges down at 1pm

 in the afternoon because it was an “off road activity” and posed a fire hazard. 


 




How is a modern dredge, complete with the latest spark arresters situated 49 feet out in the middle of a 112-foot wide river a fire danger? Obviously we were dealing

 with an ideology and not any kind of common sense. The notice stated we could have a generator with the same type of engine in our camp as long as the ground was cleared for three feet around it, but we couldn’t have the same engine out in a river after 1pm.

 The notice was also obviously written for the loggers, timber cutters and firewood folks, but the USFS decided this also applied to the small miners dredging in the middle of the river.


 




We immediately shut down and drove to the county seat in Grangeville and met with the County Commissioners, and one in particular, Jim Chmelik, the County Commissioner

 who was on the bank of the river standing in support of AMRA last year along with Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Idaho. We then called Senator Nuxoll and other Idaho Representatives, and then had a sit down with the Sheriff’s Department.


 




Sheriff Doug Giddings has long supported the miners and clearly understands the political ideology behind this push to shut down dredging. We spent 1.5 hours with

 the Sheriff’s department and were informed that if we continued to have problems with the USFS, to call them. We provided them with copies of the 2810 USFS regulations relating to mining and the laws surrounding the USFS authority. We then went public on our

 social media and unleashed the AMRA members and supporters to call the USFS and voice their displeasure over this absurd hypocrisy. We left messages with the USFS Supervisor that if they were going to ban dredges, they would be required to ban all of the jet

 boat tours and commercial entities on the Salmon River as well. They apparently had not considered this. We even drove to the USFS main office in Grangeville, but nobody in an supervisor capacity would speak with us. After hours of calls and meetings, we called

 the USFS back and managed to get someone to talk to us. He stated, “This notice does not apply to suction dredges and we apologize for the confusion. Now, would you please call off your dogs, my phone has been blowing up all morning.”


 




This is what can be accomplished when people stand together against ideology, make phone calls, and work together when they see something that is fundamentally

 wrong. We had thought this would end the harassment of the miners so we went back to the river, informed all the miners what the outcome was, and after many high fives and whoops, we started dredging again the next morning.


 




Brandon and I jumped in the water first thing the next morning and were in some really good color when again we heard the “pahloop” sound from someone tossing

 rocks to get our attention. We popped up and there were miners in their wetsuits talking all at one time again. What is it this time?


 




We were told there was a Forest Service geologist named Clint Hughes shutting down all suction dredging on the river for not having a Plan of Operations (aptly

 named POO) for suction dredging. Stunning was all that came to mind.




Dave, the miner who Mr. Hughes first approached downstream, told me Mr. Hughes told him when he stopped his dredge, “You guys found a way around the fire restrictions,

 but this is how we are going to get you out of the water now.” 


 




We came out of the water and drove 400 yards back to camp. Mr. Hughes was standing in front of his USFS Jeep Compass and we immediately fired up the video camera.

 I proceeded to ask Mr. Hughes what his background and training was. He seemed quite proud, stating he had a Master’s degree in geology and he was the man who enforced all mining-related activities on this river. He clearly believed he was the smartest man

 on the river that day. I asked him what authority he had to require a Plan for suction dredging and he mumbled the 1897 law that formed the USFS. When pressed for exactly what regulation or law he believed he had which would require us to obtain a POO, he

 claimed it is the ESA or Endangered Species Act. He also stated this has been in place since 1990. 


 




“So, this has been around for 25 years according to you, but you are just now going to enforce it?” I asked.




“Yes,” he replied.


 




I informed Mr. Hughes that I was the owner of the mining claim he was standing on and as a real property owner, as determined by the Supreme Court, I would like

 him to call the Sheriff to represent me in this criminal matter. 




Mr. Hughes stated, “This isn’t a criminal matter. It is a civil matter.”


 




I asked Mr. Hughes if he was a federal agent of the USFS and he said yes. For clarification, I asked if he was telling us he was enforcing a federal regulatory

 issue in a federal capacity, yet telling us it is a civil matter. He again answered yes. Obviously, wherever Mr. Hughes obtained his Master’s degree, he didn’t learn the difference between civil and criminal matters. Again, I demanded he call the Sheriff’s

 department and he responded, “I don’t know how to use the radio.” 


 




We can’t even make this stuff up folks—he really did say that. After getting him to confirm that he would not call the Sheriff, we sent one of the miners to Elk

 City and he called the Sheriff’s department who immediately dispatched Undersheriff Jim Gorges, whom Mike and I met with the day prior and another deputy. 


 




Mr. Hughes was obviously shaken by our interaction and we are quite confident he assumed we were all missing teeth, long-haired, uneducated, backwoods miners who

 would immediately become submissive. That didn’t happen, and Mr. Hughes left our camp for 45 minutes to gather himself. When he returned, the Undersheriff Gorges and his deputy had just arrived. We briefed Gorges and his deputy of what had transpired and Gorges

 told Mr. Hughes, “These miners have come a long way to dredge their mining claims. They have valid Idaho dredge permits and I am sending them back into the water.”


 




We read in a local paper up there that the Forest Service decided not to pursue this issue with dredgers for the remainder of the season, but did state they are

 going to pursue the regulations to restrict the number of dredges which will be “allowed to dredge” next year on the South Fork of the Clearwater. We will see about that.


 




Off and on for the next three days I was going to Grangeville to speak to our attorney, friends, supporters, Senators, Congressmen, Congressional Committees in

 Washington, DC and the media. Because of the USFS, they materially interfered with my mining operation which cost me over five days out of the water. When you are averaging between one-half ounce to one ounce per day, it becomes costly. Brandon had to head

 home, but I continued to dredge. In the final days, I pulled out a nice amount of gold that would not fit in small bottles any longer.


 




To show just how generous miners are, consider this story, which also happened while we were in Idaho:


 




A dear friend to the mining community who is in his 70’s and lives in Elk City had been confined to his house because he did not have a vehicle. This man has spent

 tens of thousands of his own dollars—literally all of his money—fighting the EPA and DFG/DFW to be able to dredge his claims on the Red River, a tributary to the SF Clearwater. The miners on the river banded together, gathered up gold, money and sweat, and

 purchased this man a truck for him to go to his claims, to get firewood for the winter and to give him his freedom back. We proudly gave him his keys right before we left. There wasn’t a dry eye that night. This is what miners do; we take care of our own.


 




Ideology so strong in some, that it literally becomes a religion to them. Science is to be ignored, facts and to be made fun of. Truth is what they say it is and

 nothing else should even be considered.


 




At what point do you, the reader of this article decide we have an out of control government? When there is nothing left of small mining? Our current government

 is run by special interests and environmental groups who buy and sell politicians like used cars. America is supposed to be a Representative Republic where we elect politicians to “represent” us, not just groups who donate large sums of money to their re-election

 campaigns. We must all look at the NRA as the role model of true grass-roots movements to preserve rights. Think back a little while ago when the EPA was trying to ban lead bullets. What happened? The NRA launched a campaign and most of its members spoke out,

 loudly to the politicians in opposition and they killed that ridiculous proposal. We too must become a loud voice, so loud that it cannot be ignored.


 




For more information, including videos of this trip and the full interaction with Forest Service geologist Clint Hughes, visit AMRA online at www.americanminingrights.com




 




[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/201509/54-AMRA-Idaho-dredging.jpg]




_______________




 




Editor’s Note: Congratulations are in order for Shannon and AMRA for a job well done. 


 




On August 7, the Associated Press subsequently reported that the EPA is considering opening up the South Fork of the Clearwater for “limited” mining next year

 and “won’t take action to stop dredge mining currently underway.”


 




According to the Associated Press:




 




Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert said the agency is working through an environmental analysis process to authorize suction dredge mining that’s already

 taking place, the Lewiston Tribune reported.


 




“The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water,” Probert said. “Our emphasis is really on working through

 the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork.”


 




An appeals court decision and an Idaho permit established by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 created a process for dredge miners looking to operate

 in areas where protected fish live.


 




Threatened bull trout and steelhead live in South Fork. Notices of noncompliance were sent to area dredge miners, but they say their operations are authorized

 by the Mining Act of 1872 and permits from the Idaho Water Resources Board.


 




The forest service sent notices of noncompliance to the miners, which several did not accept.


 




“If they had the authority, they would have come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us—they didn’t,” said Shannon Poe, president

 of Coulterville, California-based American Mining Rights Association.




Poe said he’d mined in the area last summer and threatened a lawsuit in response to a letter from the EPA.


 




“When you push back and have the law on your side, they have no defense,” Poe said. The fear and intimidation tactics they use work on most people. They kept most

 suction dredge miners out of the water last year and this year.”




 




Probert may want “mitigation and a plan of operation” but we seriously doubt she’s going to get it without a court ruling in her favor.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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From: Hughes, Clinton E -FS [mailto:cehughes02@fs.fed.us]




Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 3:02 PM


To: DeGering, Tracy


Subject: RE: ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal 










 




Thanks Tracy,




 




I will check the local news rack to see if I can buy a copy since I don’t know anyone offhand that has a subscription to this journal.




 




Cheers,




Clint
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Clint Hughes,






Geologist/Certified Mineral Examiner




Minerals and Geology Program Manager
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From: DeGering, Tracy [mailto:DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov]




Sent: Tuesday, September 08, 2015 1:00 PM


To: Hughes, Clinton E -FS


Subject: FW: ICMJ's Prospecting & Mining Journal 










 




FYI.  




Tracy




 




Main page: http://www.icmj.com/




Specific story: 

http://www.icmj.com/article-notloggedin.php?id=3310
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RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		Werntz, James

		To

		Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris

		Cc

		Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Ehrig.Lance@epa.gov; Owens.Ted@epa.gov; mclerran.dennis@epa.gov; Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov; Davies.Lauris@epa.gov; Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



This editorial was picked up and published by the Idaho Statesman yesterday.   Jim


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:46 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Jim and Jeff-


I wanted to make sure you saw this.



thanks,



jonathan



The law's being broken; where are the cops?


By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 


Bonnie and Clyde.


John Dillinger.


Donnie "Ma" Barker.



George "Baby Face" Nelson.



They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.



But they knew better.



They robbed banks.



They broke the law.



They were gangsters.



Now, we have a new breed of gangster



A public lands gangster.



The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.



You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.



Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.



Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.



Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.



Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.



But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.



Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.



But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?



Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.



But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.



"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."



Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.



"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.



Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.



Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.



Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.



For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.



Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.



Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?



Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?



Of course not.



You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.



But Poe is getting special treatment.



"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.



Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?



Not the Forest Service.



Not the EPA. 



 



- - - - -


 



Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505


http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 





 



 



 





RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?

		From

		Werntz, James

		To

		Holsman, Marianne; Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris

		Cc

		MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Ehrig.Lance@epa.gov; Owens.Ted@epa.gov; mclerran.dennis@epa.gov; Pirzadeh.Michelle@epa.gov; Davies.Lauris@epa.gov; Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



He is the Lewiston Tribune Editorial Page Editor.   J


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Holsman, Marianne 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 10:48 AM
To: Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Thanks Jim. Who is Marty (the author), do we know? 


 


Marianne



 


From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Wednesday, August 19, 2015 9:34 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: RE: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


This editorial was picked up and published by the Idaho Statesman yesterday.   Jim


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Werntz, James 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:46 AM
To: Kowalski, Ed; Ehrig, Lance; Owens, Ted; McLerran, Dennis; Pirzadeh, Michelle; Davies, Lauris
Cc: Holsman, Marianne; MacIntyre, Mark; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: FW: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Editorial from the Lewiston Tribune forwarded by ICL, fyi.  Jim


 


James H. Werntz


Director, EPA-Idaho Operations


950 W. Bannock Street, Suite 900


Boise, Idaho   83702


(208) 378-5743



 


From: Jonathan Oppenheimer [mailto:joppenheimer@idahoconservation.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 17, 2015 9:37 AM
To: Kenknight, Jeff; Werntz, James
Subject: LMT Editorial: The law's being broken; where are the cops?




 


Jim and Jeff-


I wanted to make sure you saw this.



thanks,



jonathan



The law's being broken; where are the cops?


By Marty Trillhaase | Posted: Monday, August 17, 2015 12:00 am 


Bonnie and Clyde.


John Dillinger.


Donnie "Ma" Barker.



George "Baby Face" Nelson.



They may have been flattered by how a Depression-era public pictured them as anti-heroes.



But they knew better.



They robbed banks.



They broke the law.



They were gangsters.



Now, we have a new breed of gangster



A public lands gangster.



The most notorious of this breed is Nevada deadbeat rancher Cliven Bundy, who treats the public grazing lands as his own and threatens any Bureau of Land Management agent with armed rebellion. Not willing to shed blood, federal officials have backed away.



You can see Bundy's influence at work among suction dredge miners.



Last year, the Southwest Idaho Mining Association set up shop along the Salmon River near Riggins.



Now it's Shannon Poe and the American Mining Rights Association of Coulterville, Calif., working a portion of the South Fork of the Clearwater River near Golden, Idaho.



Both are in clear violation of the Clean Water Act - which requires them to get a National Pollution Discharge Elimination Permit. Until the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service conclude disturbing the river bed doesn't harm threatened bull trout or steehead in the river, the Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S. Forest Service have no authority to issue a permit.



Bonnie and Clyde didn't wrap themselves in the flag.



But Poe does. He says he's got the right to pollute the public's resource and undermine its wildlife under the Mining Act of 1872.



Baby Face Nelson never claimed he had a moral right to other people's money.



But Poe insists he already knows that pulling sediments - and heavy metals - from the river bed is not going to hurt anything. So why bother doing any scientific review?



Melvin Purvis eventually cornered and gunned down Dillinger.



But aside from issuing an official but unenforceable notice of noncompliance, the feds have backed off.



"The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water," Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert told the Tribune's Eric Barker. "Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork."



Nor do these public lands gangsters have anything to fear from the local law.



"I don't know what they are fighting about. Everything is legal as far as I know and as far as the state of Idaho (says), and since (Forest Service officials) won't talk to me, I'm probably not going to find out," Idaho County Sheriff Doug Giddings told Barker.



Suppose you went into the national forest in the middle of this fire season and exercised your First Amendment rights by setting off fireworks.



Or you decided to forget the rules and start chopping down trees - or excavating a mine.



Say the wilderness boundary is no big deal and you decide to ride your ATV into it.



For the sake of argument, why not dispose of that pile of old tires at some deserted rangeland.



Or even refuse to pay your campground fee.



Do you think the feds would hand you a meaningless letter of non-compliance?



Do you think they'd hold back and research the issue?



Of course not.



You'd be physically evicted. Possibly arrested. Certainly fined. And you might find a less than complimentary report about your transgressions in the local newspaper.



But Poe is getting special treatment.



"If they had the authority, they would come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us - they didn't," Poe he told Barker.



Who's going to stop this public lands gangster?



Not the Forest Service.



Not the EPA. 



 



- - - - -


 



Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505


http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Protecting Idaho’s clean water, wilderness and quality of life since 1973. 





 



 



 





RE: McCoy Creek

		From

		Golart, Aaron

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Cc

		Mathews, Kerrie

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; Kerrie.Mathews@idwr.idaho.gov







Tracy,




Kerrie Mathews was up on McCoy Creek doing inspections yesterday and observed an AMRA campsite.  She did not approach because there were no dredges in the water and it looked as if they had just arrived.  She

 is planning on doing some additional inspections sometime soon.




Aaron




 




 








From: DeGering, Tracy [mailto:DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov]




Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 10:19 AM


To: Golart, Aaron


Subject: RE: McCoy Creek










 




Hi Aaron,




 




Mr. Poe has not applied for an NPDES permit to date.  Any information you have that he’s continuing to operate elsewhere would be helpful for us to have.






 




Happy Friday to you,




Tracy




 








From: Golart, Aaron [mailto:Aaron.Golart@idwr.idaho.gov]




Sent: Friday, September 04, 2015 9:58 AM


To: DeGering, Tracy


Subject: McCoy Creek










 




Tracy,




I’d expect I know the answer, but did Mr. Poe receive an NPDES Permit to dredge on McCoy Creek in Eastern Idaho?




Thanks,




Aaron




 








RE: Occupy the River(Headwaters of Beaver Creek) Planned in the Silver Valley

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		MacIntyre, Mark; Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Holsman, Marianne; jdgardetto@blm.gov; Ogle, Kimberly; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov; Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; jdgardetto@blm.gov; Ogle.Kimberly@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



I’ve attached a snapshot from a posting about AMRA’s planned protest on their claim on the SF Clearwater scheduled for July 15th.  Here’s a link to their facebook page: 


 


https://www.facebook.com/americanminingrights/timeline


 


Some of the articles about the Riggins protest also describe AMRA members joining the event.


 


 


 


From: MacIntyre, Mark 
Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2014 9:32 AM
To: Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Holsman, Marianne; jdgardetto@blm.gov; DeMaria, Eva; Ogle, Kimberly; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: Occupy the River(Headwaters of Beaver Creek) Planned in the Silver Valley




 


http://www.shoshonenewspress.com/news/article_5bb30018-01ab-11e4-9794-001a4bcf887a.html


 


Mark A. MacIntyre


Senior Communications Officer


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 10


1200 Sixth Ave. Suite 900


Seattle, WA 98101


(desk) 206-553-7302


(cell) 206-369-7999


macintyre.mark@epa.gov


Follow @EPAnorthwest on Twitter! https://twitter.com/EPAnorthwest


 


 


 


 



AMRA-ClearwaterClaim2014.docx




American Mining Rights Association


message


“We will be there on July 15th, and are trying to make an appearance to support the Crossman's on their Occupy event on the 30th. Yes, our claim is on the SF of the Clearwater. You can join us at americanminingrights.com Let us know if you have any additional questions.”
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  Jim Hamilton and 49 others like this.


  [image: ] 
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Press Enter to post.


  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-frc3/t1.0-1/p32x32/1478940_10202907943885782_1419176882_n.jpg]


Eddie Goss Oh yeah, look at that bend!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 8:19am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association Time to dredge. Did you get your 4 from Mel?


Like · 1 · May 9 at 8:55pm


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c113.33.414.414/s32x32/383801_10150504292233648_2132880438_n.jpg]


Michael Walker I hope the snow is gone by July.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 6:32am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association Two words..................DRY SUIT.


Like · 2 · May 9 at 7:55am


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c44.44.554.554/s32x32/419928_106723926125591_1719374823_n.jpg]


Travis Purdue Looks like some cold water. Is it legal to dredge there anymore? Looks great!!!!!!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 7:47am


· [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-ash2/t1.0-1/c29.29.359.359/s24x24/1044348_477419495685465_666414412_n.png]


American Mining Rights Association The EPA is unconstitutionally trying to impose a defacto prohibition on dredging in Idaho, but the miners are fighting back. The moves by this administration are being seen all across the country. It's not based on science, facts or anything other than just their agenda. 
We will be dredging in Idaho on July 15th along with about 200 of our dredging miner friends.


Like · 8 · May 8 at 7:56am


· [image: eremy Kornman]
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  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xpf1/t1.0-1/c0.6.32.32/p32x32/10001375_10151956617471218_7403509263078893402_t.jpg]


Steve Gregor Looks awesome. Great job, guys! Keep that AMRA inventory growing. Pretty soon I envision AMRA "clubs" ... groups who meet and mine, and ALL have AMRA memberships. It's going to happen. And with more and more claims, traveling becomes fun, too. Congratulations on a great visino and delivering the goods!


Like · Reply · 5 · May 8 at 8:55am


  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfa1/t1.0-1/c20.20.247.247/s32x32/252299_3516552492429_1969738451_n.jpg]


Stance Sturdy Some fast looking water


Like · Reply · 3 · May 8 at 10:51am
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Jeff Armstrong I want to join a club like that wow


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 10:54am
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Joe Hoersten Let's go Ed ! Tell the boss suck it I'm outta here !


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:34am


  [image: https://fbcdn-profile-a.akamaihd.net/hprofile-ak-xfp1/t1.0-1/c25.25.309.309/s32x32/969943_469157003166799_1474535659_n.jpg]


Ray Schulze Its very easy to join Jeff Armstrong, and your money doesnt go to waste either. Check out the website.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:33pm
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g American Mining Rights Association
May8 @

We are very excited to announce that AMRA has just acquired nearly a mile
long claim on the Clearwater River in northern Idaho. The person who we
picked up the claim from dredged a tiny portion of it with a 4 dredge and got
28 ounces.

Itis an exceptional claim, great access (right off the pavement) and wil be
posted on our site very soon!

This is a picture of the claim,
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RE: Occupy the River(Headwaters of Beaver Creek) Planned in the Silver Valley

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		MacIntyre, Mark; Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Holsman, Marianne; jdgardetto@blm.gov; Ogle, Kimberly; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Macintyre.Mark@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov; Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Holsman.Marianne@epa.gov; jdgardetto@blm.gov; Ogle.Kimberly@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



I’ve attached a snapshot from a posting about AMRA’s planned protest on their claim on the SF Clearwater scheduled for July 15th.  Here’s a link to their facebook page: 


 


https://www.facebook.com/americanminingrights/timeline


 


Some of the articles about the Riggins protest also describe AMRA members joining the event.


 


 


 


From: MacIntyre, Mark 
Sent: Thursday, July 03, 2014 9:32 AM
To: Werntz, James; Kowalski, Ed; Holsman, Marianne; jdgardetto@blm.gov; DeMaria, Eva; Ogle, Kimberly; DeGering, Tracy
Subject: Occupy the River(Headwaters of Beaver Creek) Planned in the Silver Valley




 


http://www.shoshonenewspress.com/news/article_5bb30018-01ab-11e4-9794-001a4bcf887a.html


 


Mark A. MacIntyre


Senior Communications Officer


U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region 10


1200 Sixth Ave. Suite 900


Seattle, WA 98101


(desk) 206-553-7302


(cell) 206-369-7999


macintyre.mark@epa.gov


Follow @EPAnorthwest on Twitter! https://twitter.com/EPAnorthwest


 


 


 


 



AMRA-ClearwaterClaim2014.docx




American Mining Rights Association


message


“We will be there on July 15th, and are trying to make an appearance to support the Crossman's on their Occupy event on the 30th. Yes, our claim is on the SF of the Clearwater. You can join us at americanminingrights.com Let us know if you have any additional questions.”
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  Jim Hamilton and 49 others like this.
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Eddie Goss Oh yeah, look at that bend!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 8:19am
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American Mining Rights Association Time to dredge. Did you get your 4 from Mel?


Like · 1 · May 9 at 8:55pm
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Michael Walker I hope the snow is gone by July.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 9 at 6:32am
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American Mining Rights Association Two words..................DRY SUIT.


Like · 2 · May 9 at 7:55am
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Travis Purdue Looks like some cold water. Is it legal to dredge there anymore? Looks great!!!!!!


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 7:47am
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American Mining Rights Association The EPA is unconstitutionally trying to impose a defacto prohibition on dredging in Idaho, but the miners are fighting back. The moves by this administration are being seen all across the country. It's not based on science, facts or anything other than just their agenda. 
We will be dredging in Idaho on July 15th along with about 200 of our dredging miner friends.


Like · 8 · May 8 at 7:56am
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Steve Gregor Looks awesome. Great job, guys! Keep that AMRA inventory growing. Pretty soon I envision AMRA "clubs" ... groups who meet and mine, and ALL have AMRA memberships. It's going to happen. And with more and more claims, traveling becomes fun, too. Congratulations on a great visino and delivering the goods!


Like · Reply · 5 · May 8 at 8:55am
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Stance Sturdy Some fast looking water


Like · Reply · 3 · May 8 at 10:51am
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Jeff Armstrong I want to join a club like that wow


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 10:54am
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Joe Hoersten Let's go Ed ! Tell the boss suck it I'm outta here !


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:34am
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Ray Schulze Its very easy to join Jeff Armstrong, and your money doesnt go to waste either. Check out the website.


Like · Reply · 2 · May 8 at 8:33pm
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g American Mining Rights Association
May8 @

We are very excited to announce that AMRA has just acquired nearly a mile
long claim on the Clearwater River in northern Idaho. The person who we
picked up the claim from dredged a tiny portion of it with a 4 dredge and got
28 ounces.

Itis an exceptional claim, great access (right off the pavement) and wil be
posted on our site very soon!

This is a picture of the claim,
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RE: sf payette river dredging  (UNCLASSIFIED)

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		Godsey, Cindi

		Cc

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Godsey.Cindi@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Unable to find another.  But the ones I can read are:


 


American Mining Rights Associaton


Western Mining Alliance


Gold Prospectors Association of America


Public Lands for the People


Prospectors Choice


Dayton Prospecting


ICMJ’s Prospecting and Mining Journal


 


I just couldn’t figure out the one in the bottom left corner.


 


From: Godsey, Cindi 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 3:41 PM
To: DeMaria, Eva
Subject: FW: sf payette river dredging (UNCLASSIFIED)




 


Can you track down a less blurry one?  Tracy and I want to see who all the sponsors are.


 


Cindi


 


From: DeGering, Tracy 
Sent: Wednesday, April 01, 2015 3:27 PM
To: Godsey, Cindi
Subject: FW: sf payette river dredging (UNCLASSIFIED)


 


 




Re: [EXTERNAL] 

		From

		Urbanek, Kelly J NWW

		To

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov







I thought Part 3 was uploaded as well?












Also there is an article from Poe in Lewiston Tribune. I get to it because subscription needed.  












Kelly












Sent from my BlackBerry 10 smartphone on the Verizon Wireless 4G LTE network.








			



From: DeGering, Tracy


Sent: Tuesday, September 1, 2015 3:36 PM


To: Urbanek, Kelly J NWW


Subject: [EXTERNAL] 































AMRA Video Part 2: Blockedhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4q_nV0Ndf8




 




 











Re: Treasure net postings

		From

		Jonathan Oppenheimer

		To

		DeMaria, Eva

		Cc

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; DeMaria.Eva@epa.gov



Here’s another report. I believe they’re talking about Jim Chmelik, Idaho County Commissioner as the “council men” and Sandra Mitchell was the lady in charge of the Idaho Recreation Council.-----


http://www.treasurenet.com/forums/dredging-hi-banking/412961-idaho-dredgers-take-stand-7.html


July 09, 2014, 09:34 AM
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							I almost forgot this, they got one of the our council men to dive

 and dredge. Unfortunately he almost drowned due to his weak gag reflex.

 The story goes they suited him up, gave him a regulator and googles. 

They went down, he took charge of the nozzle and was sucking away. After

 a few minutes he tapped on the guy with him and pointed up. Well he had

 got himself twisted in the air line and he kicked off the ground and 

his head went above the water. I think it was littlenugget that was up 

top side and he saw the expression on his face, one of panic and terror.

 He slipped back under water as he couldn't kick his feet. The other 

diver seen what was happening and grabbed him and pushed him up as 

lilnugget grabed him from the top. 


Once he was back on solid ground he said that this kicked ass but there 

is nothing recreational about this, it's very dangerous hard work! He 

wants to do it again!





And the lady that was talking to littlenugget and made the comment that 

the turbidity was nothing like it was made out to be was in fact the 

main lady in charge of the Idaho Recreation Council. He husband who was 

with her I guess has been infected with gold fever just by being around 

the dredges and seeing a little gold. I'm told by 'nugget that he's 

going to be getting a dredge or going to be dredging with someone to 

learn. I'll try 









http://www.treasurenet.com/forums/dredging-hi-banking/412961-idaho-dredgers-take-stand-6.html


Omnicron is:


Mr. Roy Miller 


                2923 Arrowhead Dr 


Caldwell, ID 83605-7047






This is the same individual who had posted the threatening note on the same thread that I’ve posted at the bottom of this email.












			

				

					Jul 07, 2014, 01:21 AM
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							Oak, I was camped right next to John and Mike! It was a shock to 

find out that you guys know each other. Sorry to say I don't know your 

real name and he didn't know your tnet name. But from how he was talking

 I knew it was you! They are awesome guys and I fully plan joining their

 origination Join The American Mining Rights Association | Stand Up For Your Rights American Mining Rights Association! They gave me so much crap and I flung it right back!


So...


We had threats from the Idaho conservation league and other greenie 

groups...they didn't have the balls to step foot on Island Bar. Lots of 

the people there was openly packing handguns incase things went 

down...nothing did. 





The EPA also did not show up...no tickets written or anyone arrested 

other then a drunk local miner at the park rally carrying a bottle of 

mercury wanting it to be raffled off. I think the fact that the EPA did 

not show up is setting precedence that they are unable to enforce their 

own illegal rule. 





Their were about 71 vehicles throughout the event...not sure how many 

people came, looked around and chatted with miners then left. We had 

people from Illinois, Michigan, California, Oregon, Washington, Arizona 

show up and stay for the whole event. Not sure what other states were 

represented... I really hope that this spreads nationally and miners 

from other states stand together and fight! We hicks here in Idaho had 

the guts to risk fines of $37,500 per day to dredge and we need to keep 

the momentum going!





I was dredging right below the entrance to the Island Bar and some 

people were talking to littlenugget  (I think) and the lady was really 

surprised and made the comment that the turbidity was nothing like it 

was made out to be. Hmm





On the gold front, it wasn't that good. We were on the wrong side of the

 river, it was flowing very high and fast. You couldn't of dredged the 

gut even if you wanted to.





I met some awesome people, made lots of new friends and met this guy 

Todd from Spokane Washington who helped me out...basically he helped me 

to read the layers and figure out how to find the pay streaks.





In other news, Shannon from Join The American Mining Rights Association | Stand Up For Your Rights American Mining Rights Association

 is going to the South Fork Clearwater (they bought a claim there) and 

has invited the EPA to show up on July 15 and arrest him for dredging. 

He told them when and where and wants to be arrested so he can get this 

illegal activity by the EPA to court. Honestly I don't think the EPA is 

going to show up. I have a few pics I'll post later but they are nothing

 exciting.


More later and I'm sure littlenugget will add more as he was one of the head honchos.       
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			Caldwell, Idaho
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			286 times




			Prospecting








This is getting out of hand. I gave up my health serving in the military for these "thugs" to wage war on us peaceful miners. I've had it! They think we are harming the enviro? They haven't seen notin' yet! I sure hope I find a "agent" in a location I'm dredging...lets just say that in one spot the ground is going to be very fertile...    




















Suction dredge video

		From

		DeMaria, Eva

		To

		Kowalski, Ed; Kenknight, Jeff; Ogle, Kimberly; Werntz, James

		Cc

		Roberto, Joseph; Brozusky, Sandra; Szalay, Endre; DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		Kowalski.Edward@epa.gov; Kenknight.Jeff@epa.gov; Ogle.Kimberly@epa.gov; Werntz.James@epa.gov; Roberto.Joseph@epa.gov; Brozusky.Sandra@epa.gov; Szalay.Endre@epa.gov; DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov



Hi all-


 


Here’s the suction dredge video that was taken by Nez Perce tribal fish biologist Jennifer Harris during a driveby.  It shows a turbid plume and the only car in the vicinity is AMRA’s.  You’ll need access to OCE’s share drive N.
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Today's report from the S. Fork Clearwater

		From

		Jonathan Oppenheimer

		To

		DeMaria, Eva

		Cc

		DeGering, Tracy

		Recipients

		DeGering.Tracy@epa.gov; DeMaria.Eva@epa.gov
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16 hours ago


We had a visitor this afternoon.
 


 It wasn't the EPA, DFG, USFS or BLM, it was the road department and two

 men named Dave and Jim.  They said this sign is illegally displayed on 

"his" road.  Yes, he said "his" road.  He informed us we were in

 violation of some such regulation stating signage must be at least 50' 

from the center line of the road and if we didn't remove it, he would 

give us a second warning, call the Sheriff (our friend Doug Giddings) 

and then confiscate it and haul it to Lewiston.  
 
 We were 

professional, but asked "what is the fine" (which he did not know the 

amount) and to "kindly show us the regulation in writing" (which he said

 he would go get. 
 
 Rather than be obstinate, we moved the sign 

down to the island below the claim.  If there is some ordinance, we will

 comply.  It is what we miners do. Plus we don't need some over-zealous 

road crew guy harassing our members for the next 3 years.
 
 It did put a dent in our mining today, but allows us to give everyone this update.  
 


 John is still killing it down in the boulder patch at the lower end of 

the claim.  Last night we cleaned out after his 4 hours and he yanked 

1/4 ounce.  I've been running big blue (the 6") upstream near the top of

 the claim on an inside bend and have moved 50 times the material and 

rocks that John has with his 4.  We are boulder bound and since they do 

not allow our giant motorized 16,000lb winch, many of the rocks we 

simply cannot move.  Yes, we will be tackling this regulation once we 

get home.  We are going to continue tomorrow where we are with the 6, 

but if it doesn't pick up, we'll drop below John and believe we can get 

about an ounce a day hopefully.  We'll update you in a few days, and if 

the EPA shows up, we will post that day.....we may need you all to make a

 few calls for us.
 
 Shout out to my beautiful wife, miss you...




- - - - -

Jonathan Oppenheimer 
Senior Conservation Associate
Idaho Conservation League
PO Box 844, Boise, ID 83701 
208.345.6933 x 26 • fax 208.344.0344 • cell 208.867.3505http://www.idahoconservation.org• http://www.idahoconservation.org/blog
Twitter: iclnaturerocks
Facebook: /idahoconservationleague

Idaho’s leading voice for conservation
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Legislative and Regulatory Update
by Scott Harn


• EPA gets caught


As we reported in this column over the past several issues, the EPA published a revised definition of Waters of the United States (WOTUS) in an attempt to expand their control from navigable waterways to all waters—even seasonal washes, ponds and ditches. This would result in costly consultations and restrictions on farmers, ranchers, home builders, miners, and any other entity or person who wished to improve their property on or near a waterway.


 


Now the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has jumped into the fray, and hopefully some heads will roll.
 


The committee obtained correspondence between the Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA that proves the EPA was ignoring science and pushing their environmental agenda as they pushed for the rule change.
 


“Corps data to EPA has been selectively applied out of context and mixes terminology and disparate data sets,” said General John Peabody in a memo to the assistant secretary of the army. “In the Corps judgment, these documents contain numerous inappropriate assumptions with no connection to the data provided, misapplied data, analytical deficiencies and logical inconsistencies.”
 


Another memo states a review of the draft final rule by the Corps found the rule “continues to depart significantly from the version provided for public comment, and that the Corps’ recommendations related to our most serious concerns have gone unaddressed. The rule’s contradictions with legal principles generate multiple legal and technical consequences that, in the view of the Corps, would be fatal to the rule in its current form.”
 


Memos from the Army Corps show that they were so upset about the false information used to justify the rule they asked the EPA to remove the Army Corps name and logo from all documents relating to the rule.
 


While the EPA claimed over one million comments were received and 87.1 percent of those were in support of the rule, the vast majority of comments were form letters the agency solicited from favorable groups. According to the New York Times, the EPA partnered with the Sierra Club and others to promote “clean water” on Facebook, Twitter, and through mass emails and videos. Only 2 percent of the comments received were unique, and of those, 61 percent were against the rule. 
 


The final WOTUS rule was published on June 29, 2015. Since that time, over 70 plaintiffs have filed lawsuits against the EPA in eight federal district courts, including 29 state attorney generals, and petitions for review have been filed in eight circuit courts of appeal.
 


The rule is scheduled to begin on August 28, 2015, unless a court or Congress blocks it or it is withdrawn by the EPA.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho
by Shannon Poe


Last year, the American Mining Rights Association (AMRA) went to Idaho and dredged for two weeks on their claim on the South Fork of the Clearwater River in opposition to the EPA illegally demanding an National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or face a $37,500 per day fine. We were threatened with jail, fines of over a half a million dollars, and typical government intimidation to stop something the EPA had no right to require. We responded with the law—court cases that show they do not have authority to require a NPDES permit—and we did not back down. We have not heard from the EPA since last year.
 


The simple truth about suction dredging is there is no requirement to obtain a “pollutant discharge permit” as suction dredges do not pollute. In fact, they clean the waterways of 98% of the mercury and nearly 100% of the lead and other heavy trash in the rivers. They create healthy fish habitat by loosening the gravels fish love to live in and deeper pools where small fish can hide and live in cooler waters more conducive to growth. Study after study has been completed, mostly with taxpayer funds, and have conclusively proven suction dredging is not deleterious to fish and fish habitat. But, as we all know, political ideology seems to trump common sense and factual science when dealing with those who oppose suction dredging and small miners in general. Albert Einstein coined the phrase, “Doing something over and over again expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” It is insanity to keep spending millions of taxpayer dollars on studies that all show the same results.
 


If there is no addition of a pollutant, section 404 of the Clean Water Act does not apply. This was clarified by the “pot of soup” theory described in South Florida Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsberg quoted the above case in a 9-0 decision in Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
 


Bader-Ginsberg put it like this, “[i]f one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not ‘added’ soup or anything else to the pot.”
 


Suction gold dredges to not pollute. They move gravels, after cleaning them, a short distance without adding anything to what was already within the waterway.
 


I arrived in Idaho on July 16, a 23 hour journey of 900 miles, a day after dredging season opened on the SF Clearwater. I was amazed to see about 20 miners already there and dredging on our claims and on their own claims, which had not seen a dredge since the EPA started their intimidation tactics several years ago. (Last year, there were only three dredges in the water, all AMRA members and staff.) Every one of the miners this year said they were there because AMRA showed them you can stand up to a tyrannical government and they wanted to support us. 
 


We were prepared for the EPA if they showed up, but they never did. I was running my 6” dredge that was necked down to a 5” since Idaho restricts the nozzle size to five inches on this river. On my dredge with me was my buddy Brandon Rinehart, the same Brandon Rinehart whose federal preemption suction dredge case in California is now going to the California Supreme Court.
 


Brandon and I started in the center of the river in about 14” of water, just downstream from where I dredged last year, punched to bedrock about 5’ down and opened up our hole. We started working our way to the bank below the road and within 5 hours, hit the old river channel and started seeing gold in almost every bedrock crack. We had clear water, shallow ground and great gold—all was going perfectly. As our hole was being enlarged, fish soon showed up and were feeding constantly from near our nozzle each time we stirred up some food, and they were also off the back of the dredge waiting for some tiny morsel to go through the sluice. Each morning, the dredge hole had no less than 50 fish loving the cool, deep hole and added cover where previously there was none.
 


We dredged for six straight days and filled a few bottles with gold. On the seventh day, Brandon and I were underwater thinking about lunch and how we were going to move a huge boulder when we heard the “pahloop” sound of a rock being tossed in the water near us. We popped up and there were several of our mining buddies who were standing there, all talking at the same time with fervor. We managed to ascertain a Forest Service officer had arrived and was claiming we were a fire hazard and had to shut down. Yes, that was the claim.
 


We came out of the water and read the notice handed to us. It was called the “Hoot Owl” restriction and the officer stated we had to shut our dredges down at 1pm in the afternoon because it was an “off road activity” and posed a fire hazard. 
 


How is a modern dredge, complete with the latest spark arresters situated 49 feet out in the middle of a 112-foot wide river a fire danger? Obviously we were dealing with an ideology and not any kind of common sense. The notice stated we could have a generator with the same type of engine in our camp as long as the ground was cleared for three feet around it, but we couldn’t have the same engine out in a river after 1pm. The notice was also obviously written for the loggers, timber cutters and firewood folks, but the USFS decided this also applied to the small miners dredging in the middle of the river.
 


We immediately shut down and drove to the county seat in Grangeville and met with the County Commissioners, and one in particular, Jim Chmelik, the County Commissioner who was on the bank of the river standing in support of AMRA last year along with Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Idaho. We then called Senator Nuxoll and other Idaho Representatives, and then had a sit down with the Sheriff’s Department.
 


Sheriff Doug Giddings has long supported the miners and clearly understands the political ideology behind this push to shut down dredging. We spent 1.5 hours with the Sheriff’s department and were informed that if we continued to have problems with the USFS, to call them. We provided them with copies of the 2810 USFS regulations relating to mining and the laws surrounding the USFS authority. We then went public on our social media and unleashed the AMRA members and supporters to call the USFS and voice their displeasure over this absurd hypocrisy. We left messages with the USFS Supervisor that if they were going to ban dredges, they would be required to ban all of the jet boat tours and commercial entities on the Salmon River as well. They apparently had not considered this. We even drove to the USFS main office in Grangeville, but nobody in an supervisor capacity would speak with us. After hours of calls and meetings, we called the USFS back and managed to get someone to talk to us. He stated, “This notice does not apply to suction dredges and we apologize for the confusion. Now, would you please call off your dogs, my phone has been blowing up all morning.”
 


This is what can be accomplished when people stand together against ideology, make phone calls, and work together when they see something that is fundamentally wrong. We had thought this would end the harassment of the miners so we went back to the river, informed all the miners what the outcome was, and after many high fives and whoops, we started dredging again the next morning.
 


Brandon and I jumped in the water first thing the next morning and were in some really good color when again we heard the “pahloop” sound from someone tossing rocks to get our attention. We popped up and there were miners in their wetsuits talking all at one time again. What is it this time?
 


We were told there was a Forest Service geologist named Clint Hughes shutting down all suction dredging on the river for not having a Plan of Operations (aptly named POO) for suction dredging. Stunning was all that came to mind.


Dave, the miner who Mr. Hughes first approached downstream, told me Mr. Hughes told him when he stopped his dredge, “You guys found a way around the fire restrictions, but this is how we are going to get you out of the water now.” 
 


We came out of the water and drove 400 yards back to camp. Mr. Hughes was standing in front of his USFS Jeep Compass and we immediately fired up the video camera. I proceeded to ask Mr. Hughes what his background and training was. He seemed quite proud, stating he had a Master’s degree in geology and he was the man who enforced all mining-related activities on this river. He clearly believed he was the smartest man on the river that day. I asked him what authority he had to require a Plan for suction dredging and he mumbled the 1897 law that formed the USFS. When pressed for exactly what regulation or law he believed he had which would require us to obtain a POO, he claimed it is the ESA or Endangered Species Act. He also stated this has been in place since 1990. 
 


“So, this has been around for 25 years according to you, but you are just now going to enforce it?” I asked.


“Yes,” he replied.
 


I informed Mr. Hughes that I was the owner of the mining claim he was standing on and as a real property owner, as determined by the Supreme Court, I would like him to call the Sheriff to represent me in this criminal matter. 


Mr. Hughes stated, “This isn’t a criminal matter. It is a civil matter.”
 


I asked Mr. Hughes if he was a federal agent of the USFS and he said yes. For clarification, I asked if he was telling us he was enforcing a federal regulatory issue in a federal capacity, yet telling us it is a civil matter. He again answered yes. Obviously, wherever Mr. Hughes obtained his Master’s degree, he didn’t learn the difference between civil and criminal matters. Again, I demanded he call the Sheriff’s department and he responded, “I don’t know how to use the radio.” 
 


We can’t even make this stuff up folks—he really did say that. After getting him to confirm that he would not call the Sheriff, we sent one of the miners to Elk City and he called the Sheriff’s department who immediately dispatched Undersheriff Jim Gorges, whom Mike and I met with the day prior and another deputy. 
 


Mr. Hughes was obviously shaken by our interaction and we are quite confident he assumed we were all missing teeth, long-haired, uneducated, backwoods miners who would immediately become submissive. That didn’t happen, and Mr. Hughes left our camp for 45 minutes to gather himself. When he returned, the Undersheriff Gorges and his deputy had just arrived. We briefed Gorges and his deputy of what had transpired and Gorges told Mr. Hughes, “These miners have come a long way to dredge their mining claims. They have valid Idaho dredge permits and I am sending them back into the water.”
 


We read in a local paper up there that the Forest Service decided not to pursue this issue with dredgers for the remainder of the season, but did state they are going to pursue the regulations to restrict the number of dredges which will be “allowed to dredge” next year on the South Fork of the Clearwater. We will see about that.
 


Off and on for the next three days I was going to Grangeville to speak to our attorney, friends, supporters, Senators, Congressmen, Congressional Committees in Washington, DC and the media. Because of the USFS, they materially interfered with my mining operation which cost me over five days out of the water. When you are averaging between one-half ounce to one ounce per day, it becomes costly. Brandon had to head home, but I continued to dredge. In the final days, I pulled out a nice amount of gold that would not fit in small bottles any longer.
 


To show just how generous miners are, consider this story, which also happened while we were in Idaho:
 


A dear friend to the mining community who is in his 70’s and lives in Elk City had been confined to his house because he did not have a vehicle. This man has spent tens of thousands of his own dollars—literally all of his money—fighting the EPA and DFG/DFW to be able to dredge his claims on the Red River, a tributary to the SF Clearwater. The miners on the river banded together, gathered up gold, money and sweat, and purchased this man a truck for him to go to his claims, to get firewood for the winter and to give him his freedom back. We proudly gave him his keys right before we left. There wasn’t a dry eye that night. This is what miners do; we take care of our own.
 


Ideology so strong in some, that it literally becomes a religion to them. Science is to be ignored, facts and to be made fun of. Truth is what they say it is and nothing else should even be considered.
 


At what point do you, the reader of this article decide we have an out of control government? When there is nothing left of small mining? Our current government is run by special interests and environmental groups who buy and sell politicians like used cars. America is supposed to be a Representative Republic where we elect politicians to “represent” us, not just groups who donate large sums of money to their re-election campaigns. We must all look at the NRA as the role model of true grass-roots movements to preserve rights. Think back a little while ago when the EPA was trying to ban lead bullets. What happened? The NRA launched a campaign and most of its members spoke out, loudly to the politicians in opposition and they killed that ridiculous proposal. We too must become a loud voice, so loud that it cannot be ignored.
 


For more information, including videos of this trip and the full interaction with Forest Service geologist Clint Hughes, visit AMRA online at www.americanminingrights.com
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Editor’s Note: Congratulations are in order for Shannon and AMRA for a job well done. 
 


On August 7, the Associated Press subsequently reported that the EPA is considering opening up the South Fork of the Clearwater for “limited” mining next year and “won’t take action to stop dredge mining currently underway.”
 


According to the Associated Press:


 


Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert said the agency is working through an environmental analysis process to authorize suction dredge mining that’s already taking place, the Lewiston Tribune reported.
 


“The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water,” Probert said. “Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork.”
 


An appeals court decision and an Idaho permit established by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 created a process for dredge miners looking to operate in areas where protected fish live.
 


Threatened bull trout and steelhead live in South Fork. Notices of noncompliance were sent to area dredge miners, but they say their operations are authorized by the Mining Act of 1872 and permits from the Idaho Water Resources Board.
 


The forest service sent notices of noncompliance to the miners, which several did not accept.
 


“If they had the authority, they would have come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us—they didn’t,” said Shannon Poe, president of Coulterville, California-based American Mining Rights Association.


Poe said he’d mined in the area last summer and threatened a lawsuit in response to a letter from the EPA.
 


“When you push back and have the law on your side, they have no defense,” Poe said. The fear and intimidation tactics they use work on most people. They kept most suction dredge miners out of the water last year and this year.”


 


Probert may want “mitigation and a plan of operation” but we seriously doubt she’s going to get it without a court ruling in her favor.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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AMRA Video Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e4q_nV0Ndf8
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Legislative and Regulatory Update
by Scott Harn


• EPA gets caught


As we reported in this column over the past several issues, the EPA published a revised definition of Waters of the United States (WOTUS) in an attempt to expand their control from navigable waterways to all waters—even seasonal washes, ponds and ditches. This would result in costly consultations and restrictions on farmers, ranchers, home builders, miners, and any other entity or person who wished to improve their property on or near a waterway.


 


Now the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has jumped into the fray, and hopefully some heads will roll.
 


The committee obtained correspondence between the Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA that proves the EPA was ignoring science and pushing their environmental agenda as they pushed for the rule change.
 


“Corps data to EPA has been selectively applied out of context and mixes terminology and disparate data sets,” said General John Peabody in a memo to the assistant secretary of the army. “In the Corps judgment, these documents contain numerous inappropriate assumptions with no connection to the data provided, misapplied data, analytical deficiencies and logical inconsistencies.”
 


Another memo states a review of the draft final rule by the Corps found the rule “continues to depart significantly from the version provided for public comment, and that the Corps’ recommendations related to our most serious concerns have gone unaddressed. The rule’s contradictions with legal principles generate multiple legal and technical consequences that, in the view of the Corps, would be fatal to the rule in its current form.”
 


Memos from the Army Corps show that they were so upset about the false information used to justify the rule they asked the EPA to remove the Army Corps name and logo from all documents relating to the rule.
 


While the EPA claimed over one million comments were received and 87.1 percent of those were in support of the rule, the vast majority of comments were form letters the agency solicited from favorable groups. According to the New York Times, the EPA partnered with the Sierra Club and others to promote “clean water” on Facebook, Twitter, and through mass emails and videos. Only 2 percent of the comments received were unique, and of those, 61 percent were against the rule. 
 


The final WOTUS rule was published on June 29, 2015. Since that time, over 70 plaintiffs have filed lawsuits against the EPA in eight federal district courts, including 29 state attorney generals, and petitions for review have been filed in eight circuit courts of appeal.
 


The rule is scheduled to begin on August 28, 2015, unless a court or Congress blocks it or it is withdrawn by the EPA.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho
by Shannon Poe


Last year, the American Mining Rights Association (AMRA) went to Idaho and dredged for two weeks on their claim on the South Fork of the Clearwater River in opposition to the EPA illegally demanding an National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or face a $37,500 per day fine. We were threatened with jail, fines of over a half a million dollars, and typical government intimidation to stop something the EPA had no right to require. We responded with the law—court cases that show they do not have authority to require a NPDES permit—and we did not back down. We have not heard from the EPA since last year.
 


The simple truth about suction dredging is there is no requirement to obtain a “pollutant discharge permit” as suction dredges do not pollute. In fact, they clean the waterways of 98% of the mercury and nearly 100% of the lead and other heavy trash in the rivers. They create healthy fish habitat by loosening the gravels fish love to live in and deeper pools where small fish can hide and live in cooler waters more conducive to growth. Study after study has been completed, mostly with taxpayer funds, and have conclusively proven suction dredging is not deleterious to fish and fish habitat. But, as we all know, political ideology seems to trump common sense and factual science when dealing with those who oppose suction dredging and small miners in general. Albert Einstein coined the phrase, “Doing something over and over again expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” It is insanity to keep spending millions of taxpayer dollars on studies that all show the same results.
 


If there is no addition of a pollutant, section 404 of the Clean Water Act does not apply. This was clarified by the “pot of soup” theory described in South Florida Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsberg quoted the above case in a 9-0 decision in Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
 


Bader-Ginsberg put it like this, “[i]f one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not ‘added’ soup or anything else to the pot.”
 


Suction gold dredges to not pollute. They move gravels, after cleaning them, a short distance without adding anything to what was already within the waterway.
 


I arrived in Idaho on July 16, a 23 hour journey of 900 miles, a day after dredging season opened on the SF Clearwater. I was amazed to see about 20 miners already there and dredging on our claims and on their own claims, which had not seen a dredge since the EPA started their intimidation tactics several years ago. (Last year, there were only three dredges in the water, all AMRA members and staff.) Every one of the miners this year said they were there because AMRA showed them you can stand up to a tyrannical government and they wanted to support us. 
 


We were prepared for the EPA if they showed up, but they never did. I was running my 6” dredge that was necked down to a 5” since Idaho restricts the nozzle size to five inches on this river. On my dredge with me was my buddy Brandon Rinehart, the same Brandon Rinehart whose federal preemption suction dredge case in California is now going to the California Supreme Court.
 


Brandon and I started in the center of the river in about 14” of water, just downstream from where I dredged last year, punched to bedrock about 5’ down and opened up our hole. We started working our way to the bank below the road and within 5 hours, hit the old river channel and started seeing gold in almost every bedrock crack. We had clear water, shallow ground and great gold—all was going perfectly. As our hole was being enlarged, fish soon showed up and were feeding constantly from near our nozzle each time we stirred up some food, and they were also off the back of the dredge waiting for some tiny morsel to go through the sluice. Each morning, the dredge hole had no less than 50 fish loving the cool, deep hole and added cover where previously there was none.
 


We dredged for six straight days and filled a few bottles with gold. On the seventh day, Brandon and I were underwater thinking about lunch and how we were going to move a huge boulder when we heard the “pahloop” sound of a rock being tossed in the water near us. We popped up and there were several of our mining buddies who were standing there, all talking at the same time with fervor. We managed to ascertain a Forest Service officer had arrived and was claiming we were a fire hazard and had to shut down. Yes, that was the claim.
 


We came out of the water and read the notice handed to us. It was called the “Hoot Owl” restriction and the officer stated we had to shut our dredges down at 1pm in the afternoon because it was an “off road activity” and posed a fire hazard. 
 


How is a modern dredge, complete with the latest spark arresters situated 49 feet out in the middle of a 112-foot wide river a fire danger? Obviously we were dealing with an ideology and not any kind of common sense. The notice stated we could have a generator with the same type of engine in our camp as long as the ground was cleared for three feet around it, but we couldn’t have the same engine out in a river after 1pm. The notice was also obviously written for the loggers, timber cutters and firewood folks, but the USFS decided this also applied to the small miners dredging in the middle of the river.
 


We immediately shut down and drove to the county seat in Grangeville and met with the County Commissioners, and one in particular, Jim Chmelik, the County Commissioner who was on the bank of the river standing in support of AMRA last year along with Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Idaho. We then called Senator Nuxoll and other Idaho Representatives, and then had a sit down with the Sheriff’s Department.
 


Sheriff Doug Giddings has long supported the miners and clearly understands the political ideology behind this push to shut down dredging. We spent 1.5 hours with the Sheriff’s department and were informed that if we continued to have problems with the USFS, to call them. We provided them with copies of the 2810 USFS regulations relating to mining and the laws surrounding the USFS authority. We then went public on our social media and unleashed the AMRA members and supporters to call the USFS and voice their displeasure over this absurd hypocrisy. We left messages with the USFS Supervisor that if they were going to ban dredges, they would be required to ban all of the jet boat tours and commercial entities on the Salmon River as well. They apparently had not considered this. We even drove to the USFS main office in Grangeville, but nobody in an supervisor capacity would speak with us. After hours of calls and meetings, we called the USFS back and managed to get someone to talk to us. He stated, “This notice does not apply to suction dredges and we apologize for the confusion. Now, would you please call off your dogs, my phone has been blowing up all morning.”
 


This is what can be accomplished when people stand together against ideology, make phone calls, and work together when they see something that is fundamentally wrong. We had thought this would end the harassment of the miners so we went back to the river, informed all the miners what the outcome was, and after many high fives and whoops, we started dredging again the next morning.
 


Brandon and I jumped in the water first thing the next morning and were in some really good color when again we heard the “pahloop” sound from someone tossing rocks to get our attention. We popped up and there were miners in their wetsuits talking all at one time again. What is it this time?
 


We were told there was a Forest Service geologist named Clint Hughes shutting down all suction dredging on the river for not having a Plan of Operations (aptly named POO) for suction dredging. Stunning was all that came to mind.


Dave, the miner who Mr. Hughes first approached downstream, told me Mr. Hughes told him when he stopped his dredge, “You guys found a way around the fire restrictions, but this is how we are going to get you out of the water now.” 
 


We came out of the water and drove 400 yards back to camp. Mr. Hughes was standing in front of his USFS Jeep Compass and we immediately fired up the video camera. I proceeded to ask Mr. Hughes what his background and training was. He seemed quite proud, stating he had a Master’s degree in geology and he was the man who enforced all mining-related activities on this river. He clearly believed he was the smartest man on the river that day. I asked him what authority he had to require a Plan for suction dredging and he mumbled the 1897 law that formed the USFS. When pressed for exactly what regulation or law he believed he had which would require us to obtain a POO, he claimed it is the ESA or Endangered Species Act. He also stated this has been in place since 1990. 
 


“So, this has been around for 25 years according to you, but you are just now going to enforce it?” I asked.


“Yes,” he replied.
 


I informed Mr. Hughes that I was the owner of the mining claim he was standing on and as a real property owner, as determined by the Supreme Court, I would like him to call the Sheriff to represent me in this criminal matter. 


Mr. Hughes stated, “This isn’t a criminal matter. It is a civil matter.”
 


I asked Mr. Hughes if he was a federal agent of the USFS and he said yes. For clarification, I asked if he was telling us he was enforcing a federal regulatory issue in a federal capacity, yet telling us it is a civil matter. He again answered yes. Obviously, wherever Mr. Hughes obtained his Master’s degree, he didn’t learn the difference between civil and criminal matters. Again, I demanded he call the Sheriff’s department and he responded, “I don’t know how to use the radio.” 
 


We can’t even make this stuff up folks—he really did say that. After getting him to confirm that he would not call the Sheriff, we sent one of the miners to Elk City and he called the Sheriff’s department who immediately dispatched Undersheriff Jim Gorges, whom Mike and I met with the day prior and another deputy. 
 


Mr. Hughes was obviously shaken by our interaction and we are quite confident he assumed we were all missing teeth, long-haired, uneducated, backwoods miners who would immediately become submissive. That didn’t happen, and Mr. Hughes left our camp for 45 minutes to gather himself. When he returned, the Undersheriff Gorges and his deputy had just arrived. We briefed Gorges and his deputy of what had transpired and Gorges told Mr. Hughes, “These miners have come a long way to dredge their mining claims. They have valid Idaho dredge permits and I am sending them back into the water.”
 


We read in a local paper up there that the Forest Service decided not to pursue this issue with dredgers for the remainder of the season, but did state they are going to pursue the regulations to restrict the number of dredges which will be “allowed to dredge” next year on the South Fork of the Clearwater. We will see about that.
 


Off and on for the next three days I was going to Grangeville to speak to our attorney, friends, supporters, Senators, Congressmen, Congressional Committees in Washington, DC and the media. Because of the USFS, they materially interfered with my mining operation which cost me over five days out of the water. When you are averaging between one-half ounce to one ounce per day, it becomes costly. Brandon had to head home, but I continued to dredge. In the final days, I pulled out a nice amount of gold that would not fit in small bottles any longer.
 


To show just how generous miners are, consider this story, which also happened while we were in Idaho:
 


A dear friend to the mining community who is in his 70’s and lives in Elk City had been confined to his house because he did not have a vehicle. This man has spent tens of thousands of his own dollars—literally all of his money—fighting the EPA and DFG/DFW to be able to dredge his claims on the Red River, a tributary to the SF Clearwater. The miners on the river banded together, gathered up gold, money and sweat, and purchased this man a truck for him to go to his claims, to get firewood for the winter and to give him his freedom back. We proudly gave him his keys right before we left. There wasn’t a dry eye that night. This is what miners do; we take care of our own.
 


Ideology so strong in some, that it literally becomes a religion to them. Science is to be ignored, facts and to be made fun of. Truth is what they say it is and nothing else should even be considered.
 


At what point do you, the reader of this article decide we have an out of control government? When there is nothing left of small mining? Our current government is run by special interests and environmental groups who buy and sell politicians like used cars. America is supposed to be a Representative Republic where we elect politicians to “represent” us, not just groups who donate large sums of money to their re-election campaigns. We must all look at the NRA as the role model of true grass-roots movements to preserve rights. Think back a little while ago when the EPA was trying to ban lead bullets. What happened? The NRA launched a campaign and most of its members spoke out, loudly to the politicians in opposition and they killed that ridiculous proposal. We too must become a loud voice, so loud that it cannot be ignored.
 


For more information, including videos of this trip and the full interaction with Forest Service geologist Clint Hughes, visit AMRA online at www.americanminingrights.com
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Editor’s Note: Congratulations are in order for Shannon and AMRA for a job well done. 
 


On August 7, the Associated Press subsequently reported that the EPA is considering opening up the South Fork of the Clearwater for “limited” mining next year and “won’t take action to stop dredge mining currently underway.”
 


According to the Associated Press:


 


Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert said the agency is working through an environmental analysis process to authorize suction dredge mining that’s already taking place, the Lewiston Tribune reported.
 


“The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water,” Probert said. “Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork.”
 


An appeals court decision and an Idaho permit established by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 created a process for dredge miners looking to operate in areas where protected fish live.
 


Threatened bull trout and steelhead live in South Fork. Notices of noncompliance were sent to area dredge miners, but they say their operations are authorized by the Mining Act of 1872 and permits from the Idaho Water Resources Board.
 


The forest service sent notices of noncompliance to the miners, which several did not accept.
 


“If they had the authority, they would have come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us—they didn’t,” said Shannon Poe, president of Coulterville, California-based American Mining Rights Association.


Poe said he’d mined in the area last summer and threatened a lawsuit in response to a letter from the EPA.
 


“When you push back and have the law on your side, they have no defense,” Poe said. The fear and intimidation tactics they use work on most people. They kept most suction dredge miners out of the water last year and this year.”


 


Probert may want “mitigation and a plan of operation” but we seriously doubt she’s going to get it without a court ruling in her favor.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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Excerpted from Legislative and Regulatory Update (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


Legislative and Regulatory Update
by Scott Harn


• EPA gets caught


As we reported in this column over the past several issues, the EPA published a revised definition of Waters of the United States (WOTUS) in an attempt to expand their control from navigable waterways to all waters—even seasonal washes, ponds and ditches. This would result in costly consultations and restrictions on farmers, ranchers, home builders, miners, and any other entity or person who wished to improve their property on or near a waterway.


 


Now the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee has jumped into the fray, and hopefully some heads will roll.
 


The committee obtained correspondence between the Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA that proves the EPA was ignoring science and pushing their environmental agenda as they pushed for the rule change.
 


“Corps data to EPA has been selectively applied out of context and mixes terminology and disparate data sets,” said General John Peabody in a memo to the assistant secretary of the army. “In the Corps judgment, these documents contain numerous inappropriate assumptions with no connection to the data provided, misapplied data, analytical deficiencies and logical inconsistencies.”
 


Another memo states a review of the draft final rule by the Corps found the rule “continues to depart significantly from the version provided for public comment, and that the Corps’ recommendations related to our most serious concerns have gone unaddressed. The rule’s contradictions with legal principles generate multiple legal and technical consequences that, in the view of the Corps, would be fatal to the rule in its current form.”
 


Memos from the Army Corps show that they were so upset about the false information used to justify the rule they asked the EPA to remove the Army Corps name and logo from all documents relating to the rule.
 


While the EPA claimed over one million comments were received and 87.1 percent of those were in support of the rule, the vast majority of comments were form letters the agency solicited from favorable groups. According to the New York Times, the EPA partnered with the Sierra Club and others to promote “clean water” on Facebook, Twitter, and through mass emails and videos. Only 2 percent of the comments received were unique, and of those, 61 percent were against the rule. 
 


The final WOTUS rule was published on June 29, 2015. Since that time, over 70 plaintiffs have filed lawsuits against the EPA in eight federal district courts, including 29 state attorney generals, and petitions for review have been filed in eight circuit courts of appeal.
 


The rule is scheduled to begin on August 28, 2015, unless a court or Congress blocks it or it is withdrawn by the EPA.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]


© ICMJ's Prospecting and Mining Journal, CMJ Inc. See Terms of Use for more information.


 



 


AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho (September 2015 issue; Vol. 85 No. 01)


 


AMRA Takes On USFS in Idaho
by Shannon Poe


Last year, the American Mining Rights Association (AMRA) went to Idaho and dredged for two weeks on their claim on the South Fork of the Clearwater River in opposition to the EPA illegally demanding an National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit or face a $37,500 per day fine. We were threatened with jail, fines of over a half a million dollars, and typical government intimidation to stop something the EPA had no right to require. We responded with the law—court cases that show they do not have authority to require a NPDES permit—and we did not back down. We have not heard from the EPA since last year.
 


The simple truth about suction dredging is there is no requirement to obtain a “pollutant discharge permit” as suction dredges do not pollute. In fact, they clean the waterways of 98% of the mercury and nearly 100% of the lead and other heavy trash in the rivers. They create healthy fish habitat by loosening the gravels fish love to live in and deeper pools where small fish can hide and live in cooler waters more conducive to growth. Study after study has been completed, mostly with taxpayer funds, and have conclusively proven suction dredging is not deleterious to fish and fish habitat. But, as we all know, political ideology seems to trump common sense and factual science when dealing with those who oppose suction dredging and small miners in general. Albert Einstein coined the phrase, “Doing something over and over again expecting a different result is the definition of insanity.” It is insanity to keep spending millions of taxpayer dollars on studies that all show the same results.
 


If there is no addition of a pollutant, section 404 of the Clean Water Act does not apply. This was clarified by the “pot of soup” theory described in South Florida Water Management District v. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians. Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader-Ginsberg quoted the above case in a 9-0 decision in Los Angeles County Flood Control District v. Natural Resources Defense Council, Inc.
 


Bader-Ginsberg put it like this, “[i]f one takes a ladle of soup from a pot, lifts it above the pot, and pours it back into the pot, one has not ‘added’ soup or anything else to the pot.”
 


Suction gold dredges to not pollute. They move gravels, after cleaning them, a short distance without adding anything to what was already within the waterway.
 


I arrived in Idaho on July 16, a 23 hour journey of 900 miles, a day after dredging season opened on the SF Clearwater. I was amazed to see about 20 miners already there and dredging on our claims and on their own claims, which had not seen a dredge since the EPA started their intimidation tactics several years ago. (Last year, there were only three dredges in the water, all AMRA members and staff.) Every one of the miners this year said they were there because AMRA showed them you can stand up to a tyrannical government and they wanted to support us. 
 


We were prepared for the EPA if they showed up, but they never did. I was running my 6” dredge that was necked down to a 5” since Idaho restricts the nozzle size to five inches on this river. On my dredge with me was my buddy Brandon Rinehart, the same Brandon Rinehart whose federal preemption suction dredge case in California is now going to the California Supreme Court.
 


Brandon and I started in the center of the river in about 14” of water, just downstream from where I dredged last year, punched to bedrock about 5’ down and opened up our hole. We started working our way to the bank below the road and within 5 hours, hit the old river channel and started seeing gold in almost every bedrock crack. We had clear water, shallow ground and great gold—all was going perfectly. As our hole was being enlarged, fish soon showed up and were feeding constantly from near our nozzle each time we stirred up some food, and they were also off the back of the dredge waiting for some tiny morsel to go through the sluice. Each morning, the dredge hole had no less than 50 fish loving the cool, deep hole and added cover where previously there was none.
 


We dredged for six straight days and filled a few bottles with gold. On the seventh day, Brandon and I were underwater thinking about lunch and how we were going to move a huge boulder when we heard the “pahloop” sound of a rock being tossed in the water near us. We popped up and there were several of our mining buddies who were standing there, all talking at the same time with fervor. We managed to ascertain a Forest Service officer had arrived and was claiming we were a fire hazard and had to shut down. Yes, that was the claim.
 


We came out of the water and read the notice handed to us. It was called the “Hoot Owl” restriction and the officer stated we had to shut our dredges down at 1pm in the afternoon because it was an “off road activity” and posed a fire hazard. 
 


How is a modern dredge, complete with the latest spark arresters situated 49 feet out in the middle of a 112-foot wide river a fire danger? Obviously we were dealing with an ideology and not any kind of common sense. The notice stated we could have a generator with the same type of engine in our camp as long as the ground was cleared for three feet around it, but we couldn’t have the same engine out in a river after 1pm. The notice was also obviously written for the loggers, timber cutters and firewood folks, but the USFS decided this also applied to the small miners dredging in the middle of the river.
 


We immediately shut down and drove to the county seat in Grangeville and met with the County Commissioners, and one in particular, Jim Chmelik, the County Commissioner who was on the bank of the river standing in support of AMRA last year along with Senator Sheryl Nuxoll of Idaho. We then called Senator Nuxoll and other Idaho Representatives, and then had a sit down with the Sheriff’s Department.
 


Sheriff Doug Giddings has long supported the miners and clearly understands the political ideology behind this push to shut down dredging. We spent 1.5 hours with the Sheriff’s department and were informed that if we continued to have problems with the USFS, to call them. We provided them with copies of the 2810 USFS regulations relating to mining and the laws surrounding the USFS authority. We then went public on our social media and unleashed the AMRA members and supporters to call the USFS and voice their displeasure over this absurd hypocrisy. We left messages with the USFS Supervisor that if they were going to ban dredges, they would be required to ban all of the jet boat tours and commercial entities on the Salmon River as well. They apparently had not considered this. We even drove to the USFS main office in Grangeville, but nobody in an supervisor capacity would speak with us. After hours of calls and meetings, we called the USFS back and managed to get someone to talk to us. He stated, “This notice does not apply to suction dredges and we apologize for the confusion. Now, would you please call off your dogs, my phone has been blowing up all morning.”
 


This is what can be accomplished when people stand together against ideology, make phone calls, and work together when they see something that is fundamentally wrong. We had thought this would end the harassment of the miners so we went back to the river, informed all the miners what the outcome was, and after many high fives and whoops, we started dredging again the next morning.
 


Brandon and I jumped in the water first thing the next morning and were in some really good color when again we heard the “pahloop” sound from someone tossing rocks to get our attention. We popped up and there were miners in their wetsuits talking all at one time again. What is it this time?
 


We were told there was a Forest Service geologist named Clint Hughes shutting down all suction dredging on the river for not having a Plan of Operations (aptly named POO) for suction dredging. Stunning was all that came to mind.


Dave, the miner who Mr. Hughes first approached downstream, told me Mr. Hughes told him when he stopped his dredge, “You guys found a way around the fire restrictions, but this is how we are going to get you out of the water now.” 
 


We came out of the water and drove 400 yards back to camp. Mr. Hughes was standing in front of his USFS Jeep Compass and we immediately fired up the video camera. I proceeded to ask Mr. Hughes what his background and training was. He seemed quite proud, stating he had a Master’s degree in geology and he was the man who enforced all mining-related activities on this river. He clearly believed he was the smartest man on the river that day. I asked him what authority he had to require a Plan for suction dredging and he mumbled the 1897 law that formed the USFS. When pressed for exactly what regulation or law he believed he had which would require us to obtain a POO, he claimed it is the ESA or Endangered Species Act. He also stated this has been in place since 1990. 
 


“So, this has been around for 25 years according to you, but you are just now going to enforce it?” I asked.


“Yes,” he replied.
 


I informed Mr. Hughes that I was the owner of the mining claim he was standing on and as a real property owner, as determined by the Supreme Court, I would like him to call the Sheriff to represent me in this criminal matter. 


Mr. Hughes stated, “This isn’t a criminal matter. It is a civil matter.”
 


I asked Mr. Hughes if he was a federal agent of the USFS and he said yes. For clarification, I asked if he was telling us he was enforcing a federal regulatory issue in a federal capacity, yet telling us it is a civil matter. He again answered yes. Obviously, wherever Mr. Hughes obtained his Master’s degree, he didn’t learn the difference between civil and criminal matters. Again, I demanded he call the Sheriff’s department and he responded, “I don’t know how to use the radio.” 
 


We can’t even make this stuff up folks—he really did say that. After getting him to confirm that he would not call the Sheriff, we sent one of the miners to Elk City and he called the Sheriff’s department who immediately dispatched Undersheriff Jim Gorges, whom Mike and I met with the day prior and another deputy. 
 


Mr. Hughes was obviously shaken by our interaction and we are quite confident he assumed we were all missing teeth, long-haired, uneducated, backwoods miners who would immediately become submissive. That didn’t happen, and Mr. Hughes left our camp for 45 minutes to gather himself. When he returned, the Undersheriff Gorges and his deputy had just arrived. We briefed Gorges and his deputy of what had transpired and Gorges told Mr. Hughes, “These miners have come a long way to dredge their mining claims. They have valid Idaho dredge permits and I am sending them back into the water.”
 


We read in a local paper up there that the Forest Service decided not to pursue this issue with dredgers for the remainder of the season, but did state they are going to pursue the regulations to restrict the number of dredges which will be “allowed to dredge” next year on the South Fork of the Clearwater. We will see about that.
 


Off and on for the next three days I was going to Grangeville to speak to our attorney, friends, supporters, Senators, Congressmen, Congressional Committees in Washington, DC and the media. Because of the USFS, they materially interfered with my mining operation which cost me over five days out of the water. When you are averaging between one-half ounce to one ounce per day, it becomes costly. Brandon had to head home, but I continued to dredge. In the final days, I pulled out a nice amount of gold that would not fit in small bottles any longer.
 


To show just how generous miners are, consider this story, which also happened while we were in Idaho:
 


A dear friend to the mining community who is in his 70’s and lives in Elk City had been confined to his house because he did not have a vehicle. This man has spent tens of thousands of his own dollars—literally all of his money—fighting the EPA and DFG/DFW to be able to dredge his claims on the Red River, a tributary to the SF Clearwater. The miners on the river banded together, gathered up gold, money and sweat, and purchased this man a truck for him to go to his claims, to get firewood for the winter and to give him his freedom back. We proudly gave him his keys right before we left. There wasn’t a dry eye that night. This is what miners do; we take care of our own.
 


Ideology so strong in some, that it literally becomes a religion to them. Science is to be ignored, facts and to be made fun of. Truth is what they say it is and nothing else should even be considered.
 


At what point do you, the reader of this article decide we have an out of control government? When there is nothing left of small mining? Our current government is run by special interests and environmental groups who buy and sell politicians like used cars. America is supposed to be a Representative Republic where we elect politicians to “represent” us, not just groups who donate large sums of money to their re-election campaigns. We must all look at the NRA as the role model of true grass-roots movements to preserve rights. Think back a little while ago when the EPA was trying to ban lead bullets. What happened? The NRA launched a campaign and most of its members spoke out, loudly to the politicians in opposition and they killed that ridiculous proposal. We too must become a loud voice, so loud that it cannot be ignored.
 


For more information, including videos of this trip and the full interaction with Forest Service geologist Clint Hughes, visit AMRA online at www.americanminingrights.com
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Editor’s Note: Congratulations are in order for Shannon and AMRA for a job well done. 
 


On August 7, the Associated Press subsequently reported that the EPA is considering opening up the South Fork of the Clearwater for “limited” mining next year and “won’t take action to stop dredge mining currently underway.”
 


According to the Associated Press:


 


Forest Service Supervisor Cheryl Probert said the agency is working through an environmental analysis process to authorize suction dredge mining that’s already taking place, the Lewiston Tribune reported.
 


“The Forest Service is not going to take any physical action like pulling their dredges out of the water,” Probert said. “Our emphasis is really on working through the environmental analysis process to be able to authorize, with mitigation and a plan of operation, suction dredge mining on the South Fork.”
 


An appeals court decision and an Idaho permit established by the Environmental Protection Agency in 2013 created a process for dredge miners looking to operate in areas where protected fish live.
 


Threatened bull trout and steelhead live in South Fork. Notices of noncompliance were sent to area dredge miners, but they say their operations are authorized by the Mining Act of 1872 and permits from the Idaho Water Resources Board.
 


The forest service sent notices of noncompliance to the miners, which several did not accept.
 


“If they had the authority, they would have come back the next day with law enforcement officers, cited and arrested us—they didn’t,” said Shannon Poe, president of Coulterville, California-based American Mining Rights Association.


Poe said he’d mined in the area last summer and threatened a lawsuit in response to a letter from the EPA.
 


“When you push back and have the law on your side, they have no defense,” Poe said. The fear and intimidation tactics they use work on most people. They kept most suction dredge miners out of the water last year and this year.”


 


Probert may want “mitigation and a plan of operation” but we seriously doubt she’s going to get it without a court ruling in her favor.[image: http://www.icmj.com/userfiles/images/endpick.jpg]
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